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= The Monk—A master of: 
unarmed combat. 
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ADU FILMS, THE JIM HENSON COMPANY AND TALUINARN CRICRIRINAIENT PRESENT 
THE SECOND STUNNING SEASON OF THE AUARD-UINNING FHRSCADE. ON UD AND UHS. 


BATTLE PLANS 

With Battle of the Planets, can Alex Ross work his magic 
for Top Cow the way he's done for Marvel and DC? 

By James McDonough 


FIRST LOOK: JLA/AVENGERS 


DC and Marvel show off exclusive pages from 2003's mega- 
team-up! By Mike Cotton 


THE NEW AUTHORITY 


‘What happens when the Avengers are asked to rule the world? 
Sizzling scribe Geoff Johns has an idea. By Andy Serwin 


66 THE WIZARD O&A: ALAN MOORE 
The writer behind WildStorm's ABC line chats about his refusal 
to work on a Marvel hero, why he'll never do a Watchmen 
sequel and how he might quit comics. By Mike Cotton 


74 FIRST KNIGHT 


Take a peek inside Jim Lee's top-secret Batman sketchbook! 
By Casey Seijas 


$2 2002 SUMMER PREVIEW 


Asneak peek at this summer's hottest books. By the Wizard Staff 


The crazed Wolverine cover (left) was drawn by Ethan Van Sciver and Prentis Rolins, and 
the scandalous Spider-Man/Black Gat cover (middle) was drawn by the 
husband-and-wife team of Tery and Rachel Dodson. Both covers were colored by 
H-F Design, and both point toward our gigantic Summer Preview, starting on page 82. The 
majestic Avengers (right) cover was drawn by new Captain America artist John Cassaday 
and colored by Dave Stewart. Check out some first-Jook art of JLA/Avengers by George 
Pérez on page 34, then take in a preview of Geoff Johns’ run on Avengers on page 38. 
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6 FROM THE TOP 
MAGIC WORDS 
WIZARD NEWS & NOTES 
by Ed McGuinness! 
LAST MAN STANDING 
Green Arrow vs. Arwyn! 
PICKS 
Check out our big Summer Preview! 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
movie update! 
STUFF 
VIDEO GAME STUFF 
game in development! 
MANGA MANIA 
Astro Boy hits big! 
"NET GAINS 
Transformers rule! 
HOT 10 COMICS 
HOT 10 CREATORS & ON THE RISE 
COMIC BOOK PRICE GUIDE 
GOLDEN AGE PRICE GUIDE 
GUIDE TO GRADED COMICS 
SHOWS & CONS 
BULLPEN 
MISC. STUFF 
THE HOT SEAT 
Pro wrestler Al Snow! 


BERSERKER 
WOLVERINE OFFER 

The hot new game this summer will be 
WizKids’ HeroClix: Infinity Challenge strat- 
egy combat game, featuring up to 150 col- 
lectible miniatures of Marvel superheroes 
and supervillains you can roleplay with! 
With this exclusive offer, you can pick up 
a brown-costumed, Berserker Wolverine 
variant, more powerful than the other 
Wolverines in the game. This figurine 
kicks some serious butt! Claw your way to 
page 64 to order yours today! 


His people gave him heart... 
His love.gave him pain... 


isGod gaveyhin’ power 


—amerA |\IOGE.OF ISRAEL™ 
<== Mario Ruiz ¢ Keith Planit e Kevin Conrad ¢ Ben Prenevost 
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ummer's here and that can only mean blockbuster Xe PRESDEN/EOTOR ME Elen 


; i i EDITOR dra ‘Nighig”Comighan 
movies, cool comics, awesome comic conventions fg EOTOR dia ale Cita ay 
and, of course, great issues of the magazine you've [EMM MANAGING EDITOR Mel “ize! Cayo 


i i 1 ASSOCIATE EDITORS Andy “Kiler Croc” Senwin and Welcome Aboard Jesse 
got in your hands right now! serous ete 6 


This issue is just chock full of good stuff! You want big CONTRIBUTING EDITOR Jim “Joker” MeLauchlin 
names? We've got some of the hottest names in the biz oa WRITERS Mite “Bst-mite” Coton, James “Bane” MeDonough and 
right here. Check out our exclusive first look at the ‘SEMIOR PRICE GUIDE EDITOR Wade “The Riddler’ Sain 
JLA/Avengers crossover with four, colored pages drawn [ial price quime enna vai, jana! aan fala 
by the legendary George Pérez (page 34). You’re DATABASE ENGINEER, PRICE GUIDES Jef ‘Tro-Face" Hanes 
absolutely going to love the Batman sketchbook pro- [ig ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Chen “ui” Raman 


: a i ‘CREATIVE DIRECTOR Stove fa’ A hol” Blackwell 
vided by WildStorm honcho Jim Lee, who jumps on the Batman ongoing with ‘ART DIRECTOR A/ene “arey Quan” So 


Jeph Loeb this October (page 74). Take a sneak peek at the first five pages _f pEsigneRs Jale ie Mc 
from Alex Ross’ labor of love, Battle of the Planets (page 26), coming out from (ore tel aie He ‘to 
Top Cow in August. Read a 22-page, advance look of Avengers #87 (page 38), RESEARCH EDITOR fry ut 

the first issue written by hot scribe Geoff Johns (Flash, SA). And you must not RESEARCH ASSISTANTS: ie eat he “Wace” West 


HUHT What are and Rader doing on p. 66? 
miss our revealing conversation with the enigmatic Alan Moore (page 66), one th ED 


of comics’ most respected writers. ad Te ha a ei 
‘There's all that and, of course, our Summer Preview (page 82), 21 pages jam- 
if packed with behind-the-scenes information on your favorite titles and top sb eghns torte eng atts! 
j ivenarns COVER Joho Cassaday, colored by Dave. 


creators, including Kevin Smith, J. Michael Straczynski and Grant Morrison. 

Inthe meantime, we're gearing up for another great Wizar 
(uly 8-7) this year, and I hope you can join us. Micha 
Lex Luthor on the WB's “Smallville,” will be there, as ¥ 
guru Stan Winston, guest of honor Marc Silvestri of To 
Kevin Smith and a bunch of other great guests! Make yo 


you there! 


‘SPIDER-MAN/BLACK CAT COVER Te aan kD, 
‘colored by Hi-Fi Design me 


ADVERTISING SALES 
VICE PRESIDENT/ADVERTISING DIRECTOR Len Serato 
G CONS! Semmour Mies 
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ASSISTANT TRAFFIC MANAGE polls Tracey Marto 
SALES ASSISTANT (Cones) Jenner 

PHONE (85) 269-3807 F 8 


Sincerely, 


For Gessied and Show Calender Advertsing, contact Karen Evora 
Js WIZARD ENTERTAINMENT GROUP 
CHAIRMAN Gareb S. Shamus 
PRESIDENT/COO fred Perce 
Gareb Shamus WIE PRESIDENT/CFO Efvard L DuPré 


VICE PRESIDENT/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT Marta Donato 
DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT Aobert Felton 
‘ADMIN. ASST./BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT Dein Brooks 
PRODUCTION DIRECTOR Daren Sanchez 
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BY THE NUMBERS 


YY | Statistics compiled when we put this bad boy together 
} Number of times new Associate Editor Jesse Thompson was mistakenly called “Justin” & 


Cost of lunch between three Wizard staffers and WildStorm’s Jim 


123.85 Maraies 

ACCOUNTING MAMAGER fats Hoy 

CONTROLLER fest Ge 

KOU CLERKS fassae Godms 200 Julie Wood 

DURECTOR. ONLINE OPERATIONS Stepten Shanes 
i it OMLINE CONTENT MANAGER Jef Hennes 

Number of tapes used to record interviews for the Summer Preview SIRE PCE GUE ASSETANT hen sxele 

QMLINE CUSTOMER SERVICE ori Baxter 

Number of man-hours put in by the staff writers to BATCAVE NETWORK ANALYST Jason Teite! 

1 ‘id ta VICE PRESIDENT/SPECIAL PROJECTS Douglas Goitsiein 
transcribe said tapes WARENOUSE MANAGER Gedalas Donato 


Number of coins flipped to see who would pay 


Number of staffers interested in buying Alex Ross’ INTERNATIONAL LICENSING 


painting of the Alan Moore universe (see p. 66), DIRECTOR Alison James, Tio 


reg Snes 
5 fan Jodi WOME (2) 25-71) FA (2) 28-8 EMAL stan 
including #1 Ross fan Jodie Westhoff See RAiTYs nese ei 


ENTERTAINMENT Le INC. 

SOW MANAGER SALES fant ot G4 206-060 
Number of staffers who tried expensing their hy (0) ay 
“Spider-Man” movie ticket, citing “research 1 


purposes” 


Number of times actress Kirsten Dunst 
patted Staff Writer Mike Cotton on the 
knee during “Spider-Man” press interviews 


Seconds after Cotton became smitten with her 


* Jim eels. Thanks, ADL Tine Warner ** Peychel Noone got Ross was’ sling, Pht Shanes el Shirl Wal Don Rly 
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NAN’S COMELY CONQUESTS... 
THE ‘WRITE’ STUFF... 
1D ALEX ROSS: CYBORG! 


don’t feel like writing introductory blather this month. So 

there! Besides, the letters unravel the mysteries of wood 
shavings and tell you if Alex Ross is a robot or not. So why are 
you still here? Get readin’! 


Jim, 
Hi. | want 


k Wizard for getting me an A+ in my 12th-grade English 
do 3 research paper on any topic we chose, so my premise 
© Serious Literature.” | had no trouble churning out 
jous and dramatic comic books are, ‘cause | used 
all my ba zzard for most of my sources (and don't worry— 
my works properly), 

read Shakespeare and Charles Dickens and so on, 
mad when people put down comic books. The 
and characters are very complex, yet we can 
‘0 them. Look at great stories like Watchmen 
Dark Phoenix Saga.” The reason | read comics 
use they are fine literary works. | sure got my 
ross in my research paper. | got extra credit 
because it was so good. Thanks Wizard. 


Jeremy Plants 

g toadmoonlite@aol.com 
> Ah, I’m finally in the halls 

of academia in a place 


4 Fee other than the campus 
s BY police blotter. 


sz 
A \ Dear Jim & Wizard, 
- &§ - 
“4 


class. We hi 


would like to comment on the let- 
ter written by Brendan Walsh in 
#126 postulating that the 
ze Age of comics started in 1970 
#1. jim, you ask what the 
at issue is, and why not 
2 | agree with Brendan, 


y personal, but the Barry 
run is what got me involved 


cs #1, started it all with the 
hat Robert E. Howard wrote 
an before Action #1 ever saw print? 
+s appropriate that 30+ years later, 
tion for starting the Bronze Age. 

an the X-Men. 


I think that's 
‘Conan should 
3) Cor 
Jim Martin 

Fontana, CA 


For what it’s worth, the majority opinion—and we've eas- 
ily got over 100 letters on the subject—is leaning toward 
Conan #1 as the milestone that marks the beginning of the 
Bronze Age. And while your first and second arguments 
are a bit flimsy, it's hard to argue with the “Yeah- 
but-Conan-bagged-every-broad-who-ever-wore-a-coconut- 
bikini” argument. 
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“GIVIN’ A SHOUT-OUT FOR THE SHORTIES!” 


Dear Wizard, 
Recently | was rummaging through an old box of magazines and such 
and ran across Youngblood #7, featuring the “All-New Youngblood.” 
Seeing this issue made me smile and remember back to the early '90s 
when all Image books were hot commodities. 

| got to thinking about big artists in the last five or 10 years. To name 
a few, you've got Jim Lee, Todd McFarlane, J. Scott Campbell, Joe 
Madureira and Rob Liefeld, Whatever happened to these guys? They're 
almost all gone. Erik Larsen has stayed strong, and that's why in my eyes 
he deserves the most recognition of any artist in the business. 

Now | mean no disrespect to the other artists, but they 
should at least try to give the fans who put them up on a pedestal 


"Okay, Flash is a good book and all, but that fea- 
‘ture in Wizard #128 ['Hot Flash’] took up way too 
much space!” 


Coral Gables, FL 


“Just got your 10th anniversary issue (Wizard #127]. 
Congrats! And just thinkin 11 years, the mag- 


azine will be legally able to drink!” a basic appreciation. 
—Matthew Brech, There are great artists out there today; many of them, in fact. 
Baltimore, MD 


And | ask them, I plead of them—don't take the same route traveled 
by so many before you from the early '90s, Stay true to your roots. 
Sean P. Galvin 

sgcashmere@mediaone.net 


“Tloved the Top 100 Covers of Al Time’ 
ail in 44127. as especialy happy 
{o se most ofthe overs were fram 
books | have pinned to my wall” 
—Hugo Femmandes, 
hugo.fernandes@goya.com 


Funny you should mention Erik Larsen. ‘Cause he thinks 
doing 100 or so issues of your own book is the best thing 
to do. “I can do anything I want to in my book,” he says. 
“I can do a war comic or a romance comic or superheroes 
“realize that narrowing down all the great covers of or science fiction or humor all within the confines of Savage 
yesteryear to just 100 is not an easy feat, and most of s Dragon. That’s why I have been able to stay focused and 
your choices were good ones. But how about Miracleman Jie interested and involved. If] ever find myself getting bored, 
#17 by Paul Gulacy?” / Ican make a few changes and suddenly I’m doing a whole 
—R.]. Hoerger, Bath, PA new book with the characters that I love.” 

And Larsen doesn’t get how other creators don’t get 
it. “It boggles my mind that creators don’t find their 
own creations interesting enough to continue doing 
them,” he wails. “What's wrong with you people? You 
created them, for cryin’ out loud! You have no excuse for 
creating characters that don’t force you to want to chron- 
icle their adventures. I’m having the time of my life 
with Savage Dragon.” 


“What's the deal with Staff Writer Mike Cotton? He's 
always getting Kicked out of wherever he goes 
[Hostile Takeover,’ Wizard #128]! Maybe i's time to boot him 
‘outta Wizard, too!” 


—Rob Okorn, Queens, NY 


“The comic cover feature was a great trip through history. It's the kind of thing | lke to see 
‘in your publcation. You whippersnappers need to remember the world was not created in 1975." 


—Michael B. Conway, Memphis, IN fj D€2" Wizard, 


| wanna know what Mark Waid took in college as far as classes go 
to become a writer. And how did Garth Ennis get into writing? 
These guys are a real inspiration, and | wanna know how they got 
into writing the books that we all pick up each and every month. 
Chris Bonsaiak 

monodefuego6@aol.com 


“| dont remember those Wzardrings mentioned on page 71 of #127. you folks stil have 
them lying around somewhere? | think dike to have oe, depending onthe cast. Honesty.” 
—Eric Callen, Kittanning, PA 


“Just want to say Hell yeah! for making Blade ofthe Immortal May's ‘Boo ofthe Month’ 
[Ward #128]. I's about ime « manga got that spot.” 
—Andi Kirk, mistress@mistrust.com 


Ruse scribe Mark Waid took some standard creative 
writing courses in college. But he says he really learned 
how to be a comic writer “the worst way possible—by 
reading 20,000 comic books. If you try this method, may 
God have mercy on your soul. Now go ask Garth. He’s 
a better writer anyway.” 

Just a Pilgrim writer Garth Ennis got into writing to 
“escape poverty and escape university,” he says. His first 
“Just got dane reading the ‘Drawing Power feature in Wizard #128, and ve got only MH comic works, “Troubled Souls” and “True Faith,” appeared 
‘one question: What the f— are you guys smokin'?” in the British political magazine Crisis. Vertigo/DC Comics 
—Jeff Moses, Atlanta, GA 9} has since collected True Faith, and even though Ennis now 
calls that 1989 work ‘clumsy and unpolished,” you oughtta 
check it out. It’s damn good stuff. 


“Commendations for choosing George Pérez one of the 10 most influential artists of all time 
{Wizard #128). To heck with the impressionists, the manga guys and the inkwashers. 
None of them are worthy of sharpening Pérez’s pencils!" 

—Doug Strong, superman@mailspace.com 


ikea tile? ate a character? Just have something to 
Ce say? Then write your favorite comic company and etm 
ii know what you're thinking. Send your thoughts to the fol- 
ware Yous FAvorire ) loving aes bt be sre to send yor eters in eae 


JE°=Y J particular book or editor. Power to the people! 


Dear Jim, 
It seems like you can't spit in a comic shop 
these days without hitting some new Alex 
Ross project. My girlfriend commented the 
other day that he must not get too much 
sleep nor home-cooked meals with every- 
thing he puts out. 
So | ask you: Is Alex Ross a robot? 
Jeff Hartz 
Charleston, SC 


Carbon Unit Alex Ross responds: 
“Well, Ido have some mechanical 
working parts—there is that pump- 
action sorta thing—but I guess that 
would only classify me as a cyborg.” 

But seriously folks, Ross does 
draw a lotta comicy goodness, but a 
lot of that is just covers. And since 
covers are what you see when you 
scan the racks at Your Local Comic 
Store, it might look like Ross is doing 
a greater volume of work than he 
actually is. 

“It’s just an illusion—smoke and 
mirrors,” he admits. “Most of my pub- 
lishers are pissed at me that I’m not 
doing more.” Ross also thinks that hav- 
ing some prior works that are 
“evergreens” helps. “Most stores will 
have a Kingdom Come [trade paper- 
back] on hand,” Ross says. “Some will 
rack all my DC big ‘tabloid’ books 
together. Add just a couple new things, 
and it might look like I’m doing a lot 
more than I actually am.” 


To Jim, 
| picked up Ultimate Marvel Team-Up #6, and | 
could not get over the art, It had a style all its 
own, | looked at the credits to see who drew 
it and saw the name “Bill Sienkiewicz.” 
| thought this guy was a new artist, but 
later saw he did some back issues of Batman 
Chronicles. Is Bill planing on drawing some 
more Batman? 
Pvt. Christopher T. Gladstone 
Olathe, KS 


Bill Sienkiewicz has actually been comic-izing for over 
20 years, and just for you, he'll do a little more Batman. | 
Sienkiewicz is doing the art for the next Batgirl Annual, 


which will co-star Bats and the Joker. 


Dear Wizard, 


I've been reading comics now for 16 years. | am almost ashamed 
to say that my love for comics is not something | readily admit to. 
When | do mention | buy comics, people always think about “how 


(CROSSGEN COMICS ‘CRUSADE COMICS ‘DARK HORSE COMICS 
(23 Tampa Road, 3. Main Steet 10856 SE Wain Stet 
So 92000 ‘Saye, NY 11782 Miwa, OR 97222 
Serer, FLMGTT E-mail: thicrusde@acleom —_wwwdabortcom 
wmcocgencom 
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DVDs - Manga - Japanese Imports 


Lost World of Wonders 
Milwaukee, WI 53219 


6913 W Oklahoma Ave 
Phone: (414) 328-4651 


OsT tacos 


; much money” there is to be made in comics. | guess it’s hard to 


‘DC COMICS/VERTIGO 
1700 Broadway 

New Yor, MY 10018 
wae decaics com 


FANTAGRAPHICS 
‘7563 Lake Cty Way NE 
Seal, WA BTS 
ww fontagronies cm 


HARRIS COMICS 
Fan Submision Dept. 
1115 Broa, Sth Flor 
Ae York, MY 10010, 
‘wunevampirlacon 


1 understand a grown man buying comics not as an investment, but sim- 
ply because he enjoys them, It's harder still to freely admit that. 

I hear a lot about how comic sales are low, despite the industry's 
best attempts. But comics have never fired my imagination as much as 
they do right now. | feel just like | did when | was 12 and picked up that 
first comic book. There are so many wonderful books out right now, 
and the only bad thing about it to me is that there's just not enough 
money to buy them all 

Maybe comics suffer in some part because of people like me 


IMAGE COMICS 
‘1071. Batava Suit A 
‘Orange, CA 82867 

i magecaiea.com 
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and our reluctance to admit that we buy 
comics because we love them. Why is it that 
comic books have such a stigma in our soci- 
ety that even those of us that love them won't 
freely admit it? Therein lies my shame. 

| try hard to distance myself from the 
fanboys who hang around the comic shop 
arguing over who could beat who or some- 
thing equally pointless, but at least those 
guys are honest. There's no doubt that they 
love comics. 


alloween’s practically here and we want you to share your Halloween 
experience with Wizard for the 11th year in a row! That's right, Wizard 
is officially kicking off its 11th Annual Halloween Costume Contest and 
we need YOU to dress up like your favorite character to win big, big prizes! 
Winners receive over $1,000 in comic-related merchandise, including 
cool statues, Xbox, PS2 and GameCube video games, DVDs, rare action 
figures, signed comic books and much, much more! 


Maybe we should all admit to being the fan- 
boys that we are. | think it’s high time we quit 
being ashamed of ourselves. 


Matthew Nance 
degvoidi1 @hotmail.com 


ly 


Good idea. And here’s a nickel’s worth 
of free advice: Start with yourself. If you 
perceive comic “shame” to be a prob- 
DA DI lem, well, you can do something about 
Create the most amazing costume the world has ever seen, but it. To wit: QUIT BEING ASHAMED! 

remember to follow these four simple rules: CYCLOPS, A.K.A. SCOTT Not to put too fine a point on it, but 


“TIME TO EAT THE Arona cite 
1) Dress up like anyone (or anything) you want-comic book char- EELRWE REGS if youre ashamed, it's yer own'darax 
fault. You've obviously recognized this 


acter, video game character, something out of a book or movie, whatever (the more 

: i Boe as a problem, and even called it a 
original your outfit, the better your chances of winning). Check out the Merry Mutants “problem.” So fix it. Clichéd as it 
on this very page! sounds, it starts with you, pally. 

2) The actual costume itself must be HOMEMADE, but you can add store-bought items Hey, the fact that I work in a wide 
to spice up your outfit. For example, you can go out and buy a badass mace for your fj) and varied field with an incredible array 
original Hawkman costume. Ha mee ae Sa ne is ie 

F nde g to be ashamed of. You won’t hear 

3) Have someone photograph you in your costume (Polaroids will ball as aplbyisingi Nellie should yous 
be accepted!), then write your name, age, re address, e-mail, Holy oxap! A werlons lation aviitis 
phone number and name of the character you're dressed as on walkaway! Something weird is going 
a small piece of paper, ATTACH IT T0 THE BACK OF THE PHOTO on here. We'll see if it continues next 
(DON'T WRITE ON THE PHOTO!), and send it to the address month, Until then, I remain... 
below. All phatos must be color prints, and PLEASE take Y/ 


multiple shots with you in multiple poses just in case On one 


‘some of your pictures are indecipherable. And above 
—Jim McLauchlin 


" 


all, remember that magic five-letter word: “focus.” 
4) To be eligible to win, WE MUST RECEIVE YOUR PHOTO. 
BY AUGUST 1, 2002, so get sewin'! 
‘Send your entry to: 
COSTUME CONTEST 11 
c/o WIZARD ENTERTAINMENT 
151 Wells Ave. 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 


ds you that only you 
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yildStorm has let the ‘Cats’ out of the bag. 
Ww ‘With '80s nostalgia currently ata fever pitch 
(witness the hot revivals of G.l. Joe and Transformers), 
WildStorm Comics plans to publish two, count ’em two, 
mini-series based on the wildly popular Reagan-era car- 
toon, “ThunderCats.” Following the heroic adventures of 
a team of half-human, half-cat creatures led by Lion-O, 
“ThunderCats” became a sensation among children of 
the '80s, and, according to WildStorm Editorial Director 
Jim Lee, an overlooked license with tons of potential. 
“There's a huge following for this property and it 
just hasn’t been tapped,” explained Lee. “It's funny, 
when you talk to creators and comic book press, there's 
avisible reaction when you mention ThunderCats. It's 
a much-loved property, so it was a no-brainer to try 
and get the license. I wish we had done it earlier.” 
‘The ThunderCats revival kicks off in August with a 
12-page #0 written by newcomer Ford Gilmore and pen- 
ciled by J. Scott Campbell. According to Campbell, 
ThunderCats #0 will serve as an introduction to those 
unfamiliar with the 'Cats and a refresher to the twen- 
tysomethings who may not 
remember what they were all NN 
about. Campbell assures 
‘ThunderCats fans that the prelude to 


the characters," said Campbell. ‘ 
trailer for the rest of the series, like when you go (jm 
see a movie trailer, it's just action-packed, things 
are flying at you, and you get psyched about seeing | 
the movie. I just want the #0 to be a fun ride that gets 
people excited for what's coming up in the rest of the 
series.” 

ThunderCats #0 will segue into the first mini-series 
shipping that same month, which will also be written 
by Gilmore and penciled by rabid “ThunderCats” 
fan Ed McGuinness. 

“Working on ThunderCatsis gonna scratch an Yitch 
that I've had since I was a kid,” said McGuinness, best 
known for his work on Superman. “It's out ofcon- y _< 
trol to be able to work on characters that 
influenced my whole creative thought 
process, I's almost the same thing as >= 
doing Superman for me. For me, paps 
Superman is the hero, and Y \ 
“ThunderCats' is the cartoon.” 

The five-issue mini-series 
will pick up right where the 


cartoon ended and deliver (A 
. 


exactly what ThunderCats 
since the last episode—epic } 


fans have been craving for 


A 
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SILVESTRI’S NEW SERIES. 
THE JLI RETURNS. 
‘SMALLVILLE? COMICS! 


battles between Lion-O and his crew versus the evil 
Mumm-Ra and his band of Mutants. 

“The classic mini-series will deal with all of the great 
things that people loved about the 130 episodes of the 
original series,” said Lee. “Most importantly, it'll deal 
with the status quo left over from the original series.” 

McGuinness, who literally dropped all of his 
other projects he'd been working on for DC once he 
heard of WildStorm’s plans, has taken it upon him- 
self to make his version of the ThunderCats not just 
another ’80s revival, but a comic that any kid who 
grew up in the '80s would be amazed by. 

“Right now, my struggle with this whole thing is that 
Iimow there's such fan expectation out there and Iwant 
to meet that without deviating too much from the way 
the characters work or their design," said McGuinness. 
“There's a heavy burden, because I can't wait to get in 
and draw these characters, but at the same time, I don't 
want to alienate anyone's favorite character. I want to 

try and give everybody what they want. It's going 
<> to be tough, but it'll be fun.” 
» ‘The second, as-yet-untitled mini-series 
my) will debut later this year, and once again 

be written by Gilmore with pencils by Dan 
Norton (who most recently supplied inks for 
Ninja Boy). In this five-part story, several 
years have passed since the initial mini- 
series, and the evil Mumm-Ra has 
defeated the ThunderCats. 
Meanwhile, Lion-O (who has since 
ig gone into hiding) hones his skills 

and attempts to regroup with his for- 
mer teammates, who are all being held 
prisoner by Mumm-Ra. 

“t's really a story about the return of 
J Uion-O, how he reassembles the 
ThunderCats, how the team failed and how 
they have a shot at redemption,” explained 
Lee. “Some characters die, some characters 
change—that's all I'm saying.” 

Since the announcement about ThunderCats, 

Lee has been inundated with requests from sev- 
, eral of the industry's top creators 
asking to work on the property. 
Depending on the sales of the 
first two mini-series, Lee plans 
onreleasing more ThunderCats sto- 
ries asa series of mini-series. In fact, 
Lee’s so confident about 
ThunderCats that he already has his 
sights set on another '80s property. 
“There's not that many left, but He- 
Man would be a cool one,” hinted Lee. 
CASEY SEUAS & JAMES McDONOUGH 
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CAMPBELLS RETURN after permanently shelving Danger Gir, J. Scott : sae j : 
Campbell has begun pre work onan all-new creator-owned series which wil {J PHP Cow's through playing games. So is Marc Silvestri. 
either be published by WidStorm or Ciffhanger, This October marks the publisher's highly anticipated 
MORE DG CANCELLATIONS The x canines ofan 0 tos hat J “End Game” event, the crossover that will nally resolve the 
‘ » Sit a Hell's invasion of Earth storyline that’s been running through 
king a profit The latest casualty: Suicide Squad WidStorm's The 
eeleas is rite era fe cpext onthe: Ee a titles such as Inferno: Hellbound and Universe over the past 


% four-part it feeds into this Nc smber's Darkn 
CRISIS IN THE WILDSTORM U Sources at WildStorm say 2 ff C2 Te four-part event feeds into this November's Darkness 
as e a relaunch that will run through Tomb Raider #25, Witchblade 
Crisis-type storyarc, which will reshape and revamp the entire WildStorm 


Bianasreval #60 and kick off with an all-new series by Top Cow founder 
Universe, is in the works and planned 


Marc Silvestri. 

ira He feeate % Tentatively titled Evo, this one-shot will act as a catalyst 
LOBO'S BACK? tow that he’s BF ., he events of “End Game" as well as a regular series in 

brought back the Justice League B >503 The new book, co-written by David Wohl 

Intemational (see story page 18),Keth 9 CyyitchbJacie), will feature a unique twist on the superhero 

Giffen's next project may just be yet 9 cenre, as well as altering many preconceived notions 

another revamping. ..this time with garding the Top Cow universe. 

another character he made popular, he concept is that superpowered beings 

Czamia’s most notorious citizen Lobo. walk ," revealed Silvestri. “But what we don’t 

THE DARWYN THEORY Darwyn Cooke (Catwoman) will take on a top- realize is unlike 
secret project for DC thatl include all of the publisher's Silver Age icons traditional concepts 
(Supes, GL, Flash, Martian Manhunter, WW and the Challengers of the like being from 
Unknown) and be collected in a 300-page hardcover one-shot. another planet or 

WRESTLING WITH CHAOS! Chaos! is stepping back in the ring to having a mutant gene, 
publish another round of World Wresting Federation tts ths fal or in early these people have 
2003. No longer focusing on specific superstars, the new wrasslin’ books will arrived from 30,000 
be based on actual World Wrestling Federation events and feature contribu- years in the future.” 
tions from various personalities and writers. Byorchtomolessiie) 

GROOVY GHOULIES Chaos! Comics is working hard on landing the rights R b arrival of several 
to produce a book based on “Spider-Man” director Sam Raimis camp horor characterize mie 
classic “Army of Darkness,” tentatively planned for a Halloween release, future) that, have: coms 

MALEEV IT OR NOT doredev artist Alex Maleev has been swamped with ie She Dist ss iineane 
requests to buy the art from his run on Qaredevil with writer Brian Michael x aheaeienie eee a a 
Bendis, but the artist has a big problem-none of the art exists! Malev switched SHeio. Goes, 
cover to using digital penciling for 0D and therefore na rendered art exist. 

BUFFY AND THE X-MEN Wit bi-name Holywood talent ike Ken He renee 
Smith and J Michael Staczynki working for Marve these day, the House of Meas genetic material that allows them to live in this world 
next target is “Buffy” creator Joss Whedon. Whedon, wio wrote a draft of the Signe to eran,” explained Sitvestsl “So hi tisk tine, 
"¥Men’ film, is reportedly sought for an X-Men mini-series for next year. hing; uouisual about these exihanicements; it's pact of 

X-CITING Rumor has it Wonder Woman writer Phil Jimenez wil not re-up But you can imagine if these people were to come 
his exclusive contract with DC Comics and back here they would be regarded as 
instead share penciling duties on New Z . Gp. superhuman." 

X-Men alongside Frank Quitely. 5 S) And of course, fleeing a dystopian 

TRANSMET PUSHED BACK ' future isn't the only reason to take a trip 
The sure-o-be-controverial ina sue ®¥ 30,000 years into the past. 
of Transmetropolitan (issue #60), Si “Several of our main characters are 


which originally was planned to ] ( z criminals who've escaped the future,” 
ship on the one-year anniversary ( Silvestri said. “Some have arrived with 


of the September 11 tragedy, will be pushed \ © ‘The men who would be kings mentality’ 
back a week out of respect forthe events. or ‘We're here, let’s take over.’ Fortunately, 


CHOOSING CHO Rumor hs t Widstornis ofe- re are others who will act as the voice of reason.” 
‘ad Wis ame ta Fark Cooma ised estri is also quick to tease the on-again, off-again 
ti & rumors surrounding a possible relaunch of Cyberforce, 
Comics’ chagrin, as they're trying to nab him as 


; Top Cow's flagship superteam. 
bs pita sega? 4 “Don’t necessarily escape those rumors about 
ing afew short stories 


Cyberforce just yet,” laughed the artist. “You may be 
\WitdStorm's Jami Stipagis finding some origins of some characters winding up in Evo. 
Tene Tales. What we may know of certain characters from the Top Cow 
peer fl universe isn't necessarily what it originally seemed.” 
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“Mario Ruiz ¢ Keith Planit « Kevin Conrad ¢ Ben Prenhevost | 
4 72-page graphitqovehavailable this summer from Parable Press. www.parablepréss.com 
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CALL 1-800-SUPERFRIENDS 


Giffen, DeMatteis and Maguire return with all-new JLI’ series 


ifteen years ago, Keith Giffen, J.M. 
DeMatteis and Kevin Maguire did 
the unthinkable to the JLA. 
They made it funny. 
The three veteran creators nowretum 


stands today,” explained Giffen, who 
reteams with scripter DeMatteis and 
penciler Maguire for the mini-series. 
“With Formerly Known, I hope to bring 
fun comics back into the mainstream, 
like when we were doing JL.” 
According to Giffen, the new team will 
consist of Booster Gold, Blue Beetle, Fire, 
Captain Atom, the Elongated Man and 


Mary Marvel, who regroup and operate 
out ofa strip mall in Queens, N.Y. 
The team, calling itself the “Super 
Friends,” serves as the JLA for the 
common man—there’s no prob- 
lem too big or too 
small for them. In 
fact, they set up 
a 1-800 number 
in case of an 
emergency for 
5 anyone to call. 
“Basically, these 
guys decide to be 
superheroes for the 
Tost basic of reasons— 
because it’s the right 
thing to do,” said Giffen. 
“They're there to help.” 


to the DC Comics team they made famous 
in the late '80s known as the JLI (Justice 
League International) with a six-issue mini- 
series titled Formerly 
Known as the 
Justice League, 
scheduled for €@ 
release later 
this year. 
According 
to story plot 
Giffen, he 
revamp of the JLI 
should not only 
appeal to fans old 
and new, b' 
also serve as ar 
to the comic fan ¥ 
wants som: 
different. 


‘No one loves comics like Wizard and here are some cool things we read or saw this month. 


DAREDEVIL (Marvel Comics) Brian Michael Bendis can do no wrong, His most recent storyline in 
Daredevil with artist Alex Maleev (issues #26-#32) has seen the Kingpin brutally stabbed by his own 
men, his wife Vanessa Fisk wipe out the men responsible, and Matt Murdock “outed” as Daredevil on 
the front page of the Daily Globe! We kid you not-00 hasn't been this solid in 15 years. 

CAPTAIN AMERICA (Marvel Comics) Spun out ofthe terrorist events of Sept. 11, Cap #1 hit us 
like a hammer. Not only did it get our patriotic blood pumping, it revtalizes Cap for 21st-century 
‘America. The inaugural issue tackles the ramifications of ter- 
rorism on the American Dream and how Cap tries 
‘to keep it together. He may be over 60 years 
old, but thanks to writer John Ney Rieber 
and artist John Cassaday, Cap endures as an 
‘American icon that inspires the best in all of us, 

BATMAN DVDs (Warner Bros.) Finally, Wamer Home Video 
has begun releasing the classic “Batman: The Animated Series" on 
DVD. The first collection, “Batman: The Legend Begins,” is a digital 
dream come true, with extras that include a how to draw Batman fea- 
‘ture, animation tests and an interview with director Bruce Timm! 

SUPERMAN #182 (OC Comics) We've been waiting breath- 
lessly for almost two years for Lex Luthor to call in his favor from 
Lois Lane-and this ish, he does! Y'see, Lex sold back the Daily Planet 
‘to Perry White for a buck, if Lois agreed to kill any Planet story he 
chooses. The story: an exposé on how Luthor knew Topeka, KS., 
would be destroyed during last summer's “Worlds at War” story- 

line, and let it happen anyway. Lois kills the story, but Clark Kent 

picks up the ball and runs with it, uring Luthor on the front page! 


CAPTAIN AMI 


PETERSON PICKS UP THE PEN 


After months off, CrossGen’s Brandon Peterson plans to stun fans 


‘rossGen's Brandon Peterson really can do 

it all. After leaving Mystic almost a year 
ago to take on the role of CrossGen's vice pres- 
ident in charge of special projects, Peterson 
yearned to get back to penciling. Now he's got 
that chance and more with Chimera, a four-issue 
mini-series planned for fall that he'll co-plot 
with Sojourn writer Ron Marz. 

“['m doing more than just drawing and 
plotting though,” explained Peterson. “I'm . 
doing everything—penciling, inking, coloring, 3-D effects, all sorts of junk.” 

Peterson, who says the series will be hardcore science fiction closer to “the 
Dune books than the ‘Star Wars’ films," will digitally paint the entire series, 
much like Richard Isanove does in Marvel's Origin series. 

“T've come to a point where I have such an idea of what I want to see on 
the page is always different from what the final product is,” said Peterson. 
“P've always worked with really good inkers and colorists but it's never 
totally what I envisioned it as. With this I have total control of everything.” 

Chimera—the title comes from the mythological monster made up of many 
animals—takes place ina yet-unseen comer of the CrossGen universe con- 
trolled by an intergalactic empire obsessed with genetic engineering and 
perfection. One woman, a Sigil-bearer, holds the possible key to genetic per- 
fection and, according to Peterson, it may cost the woman her life. 

“We're exploring a lot of different themes here,” admitted Peterson. 
“We'll see a bunch of different worlds as we follow our [still-unnamed] 
heroine around. Chimera isn’t anything like we've done in any other 
CrossGen book before.” mIMIKE COTTON 


CASEY SET TO ENJOY HIS FIRST KISS 


Pwontrary to what you see on 

TRL,” rock is not dead! 
Just ask tiber-rockers KISS, who 
are set to star in a brand-new 
comic this summer. 

Written by former Uncanny 
X-Men writer Joe Casey with 
pencils by Mel Rubi (Angel), 
KISS will be a 32-page, three- 
issue mini-series that kicks off 
this July courtesy of Dark Horse. 

The all-new series, which 
sports covers by J. Scott 
Campbell (Danger Girl) and 
Leinil Francis Yu (High Roads), 
is a bit of a departure from 
Image’s KISS: Psycho Circus 
comic of the late '90s, taking a 
lighter approach to the group. 
The book casts the four original 
members of the band ina more 
superheroic light, pitting Ace 
Frehley (the Celestial), Paul 
Stanley (the Starchild), Peter Criss (the Catman) and Gene 
Simmons (the Demon) against over-the-top supervillains 
like slimy cyborgs and alien warlords. 

Casey, a lifelong KISS fan, believes the musicians have 


by night Joe Casey (right), 
come true, 


KISS AND TELL For comic writer by day, rock band frontman 


king on a KISS comic isa dream 


all the right ingredients for a seamless 
transformation from rock 'n’ roll icons to 
comic book superstars. “Their image car- 
ries them beyond simply making records 
and playing con- 
certs,” explained 
Casey. “They're one 
of the few bands that 
can effortlessly trans- 
late into other media. 
We want our heroes 
larger than life. KISS 
always delivered." 
KISS frontman Simmons couldn't be more 
excited about the new title's direction. “We 
wanted to make the new KISS books a much 
more in-your-face superhero book,” said 
Simmons. “I wanted to make sure that ‘The 
Four Who Are One’ was a notion that per- 
vaded. In some ways, perhaps, this is the 
Fantastic Four for the 21st century.” 

Casey, who leads his own rock band, was 
attracted to the project for several reasons. “It 
was everything about them,” noted the writer. “They were the 
convergence of everything I was into as a kid: rock ‘n’ roll, » 
comic books, sci-f, monster movies, decadence and freedom.” f 
ao 
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vAS F 
il 3 Be on the lookout 
a 20002 

r 2000- in Review: Badgirls for 
ee ill and Joe's Marvel-ous Adventure, a 
July-shipping hardcover book that tells the tale of 
all of Marvel Comics’ 2001 highlights and hijinks 
rus the eyes of President Bill somas and 


‘Psummer. Whiten by Paul Storrie (Justice 

‘league Adventures) and penciled by 
newcomer Jennifer Graves, the series wil 
focus on Catwoman, Poison mW, Detective | 
Montoya and a surprist anneal 
Barbara Gordon as mee a 


Att 


jage Comics’ cult-hit 
crime fi tion series Violent Messiahs returns in 
September with 1 the first installment of the 
four-part “Lanai " ‘ae 
? Warren Ellis 
sure toe how to fee tims busy these days, 
He'll be debuting yet another ler Vertigo title later 
this year titled Global Fi oot y. While details 
about the story remain hush! , each | part of 
‘the 13-issue maxi-series will ‘ine Taal 
iler. So far, Glenn Fabry, Phil Jimenez and 
Ear are on board, 
TADES Creator Steve Uy 
a Vision) writes, pencils, inks and 
asi sicissue “magical manga 


jy slcted two pices submited by CrossGen 
Comics for inclusion in Spectrum 9: The Best in 
Contemporary Fantastic Art being published in 
-Onober 2002 by Underwood Books. Spectrum is the 


HARRAS BRAVES THE ‘STORM’ 


Former Marvel E-I-C moves to WildStorm to take on ‘Gen'® 


ummer may be around the comer, but 

for Bob Harras, there’s nothing but a 
‘storm’ to look forward to. 

Fired as Marvel editor-in-chief in 
August of 2000, Harras makes his 
triumphant return to comics as a 
member of WildStorm’s editorial team 
this July. According to Harras, a close 
friendship with WildStorm President Jim 
Lee mixed with his eye for talent were 
what landed him his new position. 

“[ think Jim contacted me because he 
liked my editorial taste and he wanted me 
to bring that sensibility to WildStorm, 
whatever good or ill that'll do,” explained 
Harras. “But I'm having a lot of fun so far. 

One of Harras’ primary editorial 
responsibilities will be a highly-touted revamp of Gen", which hits stores in July 
with a #0 that'll only cost 13 cents. Written by comic veteran Chris Claremont 
(X-Treme X-Men) with art by Ale Garza (Ninja Boy), fans of Gen’ will notice a 
new, grittier direction for the series, several new characters (Fairchild being the 
only returning team member), as well as a new locale—Brooklyn, New York. 

In addition to Gen", Harras will oversee two brand new series’ at 
WildStorm. 2] Down, written by Jimmy Palmiotti and Justin Gray with art by 
Jesus Saiz (JLA: Black Baptism) follows the reluctant adventures of a kid named 
Preston, who's cursed with superpowers and only a limited time to use them 
before he dies. The Resistance, also written by Palmiotti and Gray with art by 
newbie Juan Romano Cano, tells the story of a group of kids in a world where 
overcrowding and famine give the government a license to kill. m¢S 


SANDMAN ENTERS AGAIN 


ww: you have Neil Gaiman, the mystical cast of the Sandman saga and 
a host of talented artists on a project, it's quite apparent that the possi- 
bilities are “Endless.” 

Vertigo fans have reason to celebrate this fall with the release of The 
Sandman: Endless Nights, a 128-page hardcover collection of short stories 
written by Gaiman with art by a series of veteran talents ranging from 
Moebius to Bill Sienkiewicz. 

“It’s a series of short stories about the Endless,” explained Gaiman. “It's 
the kind of thing I wanted to do for years, and [Vertigo editors] Karen 
Berger and Shelly Bond took me literally when I told them that if they could 
find artists who would get me excited, I'd do the book for them.” 

Apparently, it took seven high-profile veteran artists to get Gaiman 
excited. In addition to the aforementioned Moebius and Sienkiewicz (who 
will illustrate a Destiny and Delirium story, 
respectively), Gaiman will team up with Milo 
Manara (Desire), Gaetano Liberatore 
@estruction), Barron Storey (Despair) and 

Miguelanxo Prado for a Sandman story that 
Gaiman believes may be the favorite 

among fans 

“T think the Morpheus story will surprise 
readers,” Gaiman hinted. “It's set a really 
ne ago, and we learn a lot about the 
about Morpheus and the DC Universe 
we didn’t know. Well, I knew them, 
most of them, but there was never 
anywhere to talk about them.” mG 


With more powerful weapons and 
near endless articulation, nothing 
is safe from G Gundam. Be sure to 
check out the entire Gundam line 
Five skill levels, Up to 140 parts. Extra, 
homeowners insurance not included. 
handai.com gundamofficial.com 
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OE-COMECS irs A ‘SMALL WORLD 
‘Smallville’ producers Verheiden and Green 


take a crack at ‘Smallville: The Comic’ 


fhis fall, “Smallville” fans will have something to cheer 
about in addition to an all-new season. 

Based on the success of the hit WB series, DC plans to release 
Smallville: The Comic, a 44-page one-shot which hits stands 
this September to coincide with the show's second season. An 
artist has yet to be announced, 
but “Smallville” Supervising 
Producer Mark Verheiden 
and Producer Michael Green 
will supply two short stories 
for the one-shot. Terry 
Dodson (Harley Quinn) sup- 
plies cover art. 

“We're really aiming for 
older, college level, Vertigo- 
aged readers to check this book 
out,” said Superman Group 


WIZKIDS—MARVEL HEROCLIX 
www.wizkidsgames.com/heroclix/marvel | 
Even if you're not a gamer, you've gotta try this. WizKids (no | 
affiliation) has just put out a cool, new game called Marvel HeroClix: 
Infinity Challenge in which players use miniature action figures of Editor Berganza. “Like the 
Marvel characters to fight against each other. Check out the Website | show, some of the stuff we've 
for a complete gallery of figurines available as well as a primer on got for the one-shot is pretty dark.” 
game rules (and jump over to the “Stuff” section on page 110 for 2 Verheiden’s short story, a 24-pager titled “The Beast,” 
|) rundown of the game!). takes readers into the dark mind of Lex Luthor and shows 


SMALLVILLE 


eno > = just what makes the eventual supervillain tick. Green's “Exile” 


J U N E shows in comics the origin of Clark Kent in the “Smallville” 
sur 


universe. In addition to the two short stories, the one-shot 
will include a behind-the-scenes featurette which will give 

The Filth (Vertigo/DC). New X-Men writer Grant Morrison has described 

‘this new mini-series as “everything | can't do in a mainstream comic.” 


fans a peek at what happens on the Smallville set. m¢S 
Uh-oh, What are we in for? Official Website: www.grant-morrison.com ‘op Cow Productions founder and 


1 Out on DVD today is “Buffy the Vampire Slayer: Season Two.” j Silvestri makes a triumphant 
Here is where we really took to the show, what with the introduction S return to the ol’ hometown (that’s 
of nasty couple Spike and Drusilla while another couple (Buffy and Angel) ] juh) as Wizard World 


does the nasty, Best Website: www.buffy.com Poe i 's 2002 Guest of Honor! 


b Silvestri makes the scene July 5-7, 
1 Rey, everyone! “Rooby-Roo” the movie in reaters today! Rooby- and brings the whole Top Cow crew 
Rooby-Doo! Official Website: www.scoobydoo.com with him, including Fathom writerlartist Michael Turner and 


Witchblade writer David Wohi, 
You can even watch an 
episode of the TNT cable TV hit 
“Witchblade” with Marc 
Silvestri and ask him questions 
in a special Q&A session! 

Top Cow will also debut 


2 Spider-Man/Black Cat: The Evil ‘Alex Ross’ Battle of the Planets, 
That Men Do #1 (Marvel). Kevin its newest soon-to- 


‘Smith's prelude to his run on Amazing Spider- series, at the con. 
‘Man begins with this mini-series drawn by Want even more reasons to attend Wizard World Chicago? 

Terry Dodson. Official Terry Dodson Website: + Advance ticket holders get 2 free Weapon X #1/2 Marvel 
www.terrydodson.com comic with the exclusive convention variant cover. Just purchase 


1 AS} Savage Dragon #100 (Image). Creator 

Erik Larsen celebrates this milestone 
ish with 100 pages of new story and features pin- 
ups by Art Adams, Bruce Timm, Frank Cho and 
others! Official Website: www.savagedragon.com | 


e t 3 your Wizard World Chicago tix in advance and pick up your free 

2 Hit your friendly neighborhood comic at the Advance Ticket Holders registration area. 
‘comic book shop to pick up + You can meet Brian Azzarello (100 Bullets), Mark Millar 
Wizard #131 for an exclusive Top Cow (Ultimate X-Men}, Bruce Jones (Incredible Hulk), Adam Kubert 


sketchbook, a profile of hot Marvel Editor (Ultimate X-Men), Andy Kubert (Origin), Jeph Loeb (Batman), 


‘Axel Alonso and our 100 favorite trade Greg Land (Sojourn) and 
paperbacks of alltime! Official site: Tikets ($20 1 day, $403 dys) canbe sla ie pee 


www.wizardworld.com many more! 


} 
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THE COMBATANTS 
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“Robin PRI “Robin 
Hood” REE Hood: 
Men in 


Tights” [2 


OFIGINS. . otrapped ona deserted island, wealthy playboy Oliver 
Queen honed his natural talents in archery to survive but wound up 
becoming the adventurer called Green Arrow! 

When the evil despot Mordath murdered her family, the archer 
named Arwyn vowed to seek revenge by searching for the mystical 
Five Fragments and killing the all-powerful tyrant! 


the battle. . . 1: oie oncen's spirit travels to Earth to reunite 
with his body, he gets waylaid to a dimension of swords and sorcery— 
a.k.a. the CrossGen Universe! Searching the evil Mordath’s castle for 
a way to get home, Green Arrow stumbles across the beautiful archer 
Axwyn, who's there to kill Mordath! Whirling and firing off an explosive 
arrow, Arwyn's aimis true, but the arrow gets shot out of the air by the 
lightning-quick Green Arrow. “Look lady, I don't want any...” But 
before he can finish, G.A. finds himself tagged in the leg by another 
shaft, a minor wound that draws first blood. Notching three more arrows, 
Arwyn lets fly all three, but Ollie deflects the missiles with a trio of trick 
arrows—a sonic screamer, a boomerang arrow, and of course, the 
handy-dandy boxing glove arrow! Taken aback by her opponent’s 
strange weaponry, Arwyn decides to retreat and regroup. But before 
she can escape, she finds herself bound up in an emerald net, courtesy 
of Green Arrow. Snatching up his foe, Queen makes his exit from 
Mordath’s castle and finds shelter at a nearby inn in the town of 
]] Miadetyn. There, Otic explains to the trussed up Arwyn exactly who 
et he is, and convinces her that she needs a plan of attack to take on the 
all-powerful Mordath. “But that's something we can discuss later...after 
brealcfast,” replies the roguish Emerald Archer with a wink. 
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With ‘Batt , can Alex Ross 
work his magic efor Top Cow the way he’ s done 
for Marvel and DC? 


like character designs of the '70s cartoon, which was adapted 
from its Japanese predecessor, “Gatchaman.” To do this, Ross 
Ross represents one of the surest things in comics handpicked writer Munier Sharieff (Battle Chasers) and artist 

But while “Battle of the Planets” may not be the most recog- | Wilson Tortosa (Jade: Redemption) to work on the series while 
nizable property of the nostalgic boom that's currently sweeping : he'll co-plot, provide page layouts and render covers. 
comics, Ross is determined to change that starting this August. : Things start with a bang with an action-packed introduction 

“There's an entertainment potential for Battle of the Planets : to the members of G-Force, the teenage team at the book's core. 
that transcends the nostalgia,” explains Ross. “The property There's Mark, the charismatic leader; Jason, the impetuous rebel; 
is attractive enough that it could be successful in any form.” Princess, a beautiful expert in explosives; Tiny, the portly pilot of 

Ross’ primary goal is to transfer the visual dynamic of the : their ship, Phoenix; and Keyop, the lab-created rookie. The first 
original TV show to a comic series, staying true to the anime- story arc, “Under a Red Sky,” has the newly formed team 
duking it against a flying fortress controlled by Spectra, 
an alien race threatening to conquer Earth. But what 
does Spectra want with Earth anyway? And what's 
the story behind enigmatic Spectra leaders 
Zoltar and the Luminous One? All will be 
answered soon after the series launches. 

For Top Cow, it couldn't launch soon enough. With retro 
properties all the rage these days, the LA.-based publisher is con- 
fident they have a summer blockbuster on their hands. 
‘Oh, and it doesn't hurt to have Ross. 

“There are only a handful of creators who 
could come in here and say this is what | want to do, this 
is how | want to do it and | want you guys to handle it.” 
explains Matt Hawkins, Top Cow president. “Alex 
is one of those guys.” 

Ross quickly reminds us his isn 
‘Alex Ross project’—it's about 
life into one of his favorit: 
He wants fans to 


ith a track record that includes such modern-day comic : 
masterpieces as Marvels, Kingdom Come and Earth X, Alex 


we the property as much as 


he does. 

“My hope is 
its own that it 
don't wa 
did the covers. 


ular enough on 
says Ross. “I 


ecause | 


READY TO “BATTLE! The members of G-Force 
are primed for their debut in August. 
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JILA/AVENSERS 


DC and Marvel show off exclusive 


pages from 2003’s mega-team-up! 


hroughout 20 years of false starts and com- 
pany conflicts, one man always believed 
in JLA/Avengers. 

“This is not only a dream come true,” admits 
artist George Pérez of 2003's four-part mini-series 
teaming Marvel and DC Comics’ iconic 
superteams. ‘It's also something I always had faith 
in. always thought one day, everything would 
fall into place and I'd be the artist on /LA/Avengers.” 

Pérez, who's enjoyed memorable stints on 
both /LA and Avengers, had drawn over 20 pages 
for the project in 1983, when it was scuttled due to 
arguments between Marvel and DC over the plot. 

“George is throwing everything he's got 
into this project and it shows,” observes series 
writer Kurt Busiek. “The difference between 
George and a lot of other artists is that George 
became a superstar but he never stopped try- 
ing. He's just never satisfied.” 

Describing his take on the story, Busiek 
explains, “We wanted to put the Avengers in 
a JLA situation and the JLA in an Avengers sit- 
uation,” reveals Busiek. “The classic JLA answer 
to a gigantic threat is, ‘Figure out the answer.’ 
The classic Marvel response to a big threat is, 
‘Smack the crap out of it!"” 

While both creators say /LA/Avengershas been 
acareer benchmark, ithasn’t been without prob- 
lems. With Pérez just finishing the pencils for page 
36 of the second issue and inks for over 33 pages 
between the two issues, he has had to go back 
and make some necessary changes. 

“Green Lantern was actually penciled in his 
old costume,” informs Pérez. “Then when I was 
told he'd be getting a new costume, I started 
drawing him as just a naked man flying around. 
Eventually, I got the reference and I went back 
and inked it with his new costume.” 

Busiek says he’s also made changes to the 
plot and characters as the Marvel and DC 
Universes have evolved since last year. 

“When I turned in the plot of issue #2, I 
ended up taking it completely apart and putting 
it back together again,” says Busiek. “It got a 
lot better in the process, but that’s all part of 
the making of something of this magnitude— 
everyone involved wants this to be the most 
surprising and talked-about project we've ever 
worked on.” 


EY. wizard #130 


L According to Pérez, the four 
amazing pages shown are Cal (believe ito not) 
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the world: Sizzling, scribe, 
( Geotf Johns has, an, idea. 


is August, Earth's Mightiest Heroes assume 
the mantle of Earth's Mightiest Rulers 

But that scenario isn’t theirs by choice. It's 
premise of the first storyarc by new writer 

Geoff Johns (the hit-maker behind JSA and Hawkman), 
who begins with August's Avengers #57, previewed here in its entirety! 

“| always try to find the hook or theme that makes a character or team 
tick,” explains Johns, who joins penciler Kieron Dwyer. “In JSA, we have the 
legacy. In Avengers, it's trust—trust among the team and among the world. 
That's the idea of what makes the Avengers so cool.” 

Dwyer, who had never met Johns before, says a bond quickly 
formed. “Once we started discussing the book, we found a lot of 
points of connection,” notes Dwyer. “When | read his first script 
and overall notes, | knew everything was in good hands.” 

In this four-part arc called “World Trust,” major cities 
simply disappear, throwing the globe into chaos—wars erupt, 
the economy crumbles and Earth has no place to turn, The 

U.N. approaches the Avengers, making a simple—but 
‘daunting—request: keep the planet running, 
“The Avengers have to step up to the plate ina 
way they never have before,” notes Johns. “It's not 
all about force, but integrity. It's how they're 
perceived by the world, and how they perceive 
each other. This story—and my run in general— 
will be nice, big action stories, but also be very 
character driven.” 

In order to keep the planet running 
smoothly, the Avengers need more members, 
some of whom join this very ish. 

“4 like a big cast for variety,” explains Johns. 
“It's about the personalities and interaction. 
Some characters have worked together for 
years but don’t really know each other well. 
Everyone's got different problems, and | want 
to explore that” 

Black Panther will be a prominent player, 
uN J adds Johns. “He's a damn king! He’s always a 
Ts AVENGERS ASSEMBLE! Captain America and Iron step ahead of everybody. 
TCTEIRC OM mmc] | As is Johns, whose approach to the book will be 
LCR MEE “co add to the mythology. if! don't, I'm not helping the 
book or the Avengers’ legacy.” 

Wanna find out how Johns’ Avengers legacy begins? 

Check out the next page for a look at his first ish! CW) 
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DON'T KNOW IF zu )\ 
REALLY HLINGRY, 
THEY'RE 
CALLED PLANTAING. 
BRAZILIAN AT ITS 
BES 
YOU'RE 
(ALWAYS SAYING 
YOU NEED TO 
TRY DIFFERENT 
THINGS. 


YEAH, 
BUT THIS 
16... REALLY 
DIFFERENT, 


YOU SIT 
IN THE LAB AND. 
SURF THE WEB JEN 
HOURS ROW. YOU )% 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL 


QUICKLY THEY'VE 
PULLED EVERYTHING 
BACK TOGETHER 


AND HOW QUICKLY THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT HAS STARTED 
TALKING OWN TO THE 
AVENGERS AGAIN. 
Yoh NEFLY ALL THE” See 
WAY HERE TO DISCUSS 
NEW SECURITY PROCEDURES 
WITH CONGRESS ONLY TO GET 
BERATED FOR ALLOWING 
‘SO MANY “SECURITY 
RISK” NEMBERS ON 
‘THE TEAM, 
IT'S NOT 
LIKE WE HAD A. 
CHOICE. WE NEEDED 
ALL THE HELP WE 
COULD 


WHERE ARE 
COME ON, WE GOING? THERE 
YELLOWJACKET, ‘A MALL 'ROUND 


HERE? 
LeT ME ene 
SHOW YOU 
SOMETHING 

NEW. 


THIS 
WHOLE ORDEAL 
WITH KANG. IT 
OPENED MY EYES: 
ABIT MORE. 
FORGET 
THE SHOPPING: 
AND THE FASHION 
MAGAZINES FOR 
NOW, HANK ~~ 


~~ THERE'S. 
A WHOLE WORLD 
OF CULTURE TO 
EXPLORE. 
DIFFERENT 
LANGUAGES AND 
FOODS. 


‘RELIGIONS AND 
CUSTOMS. 


WONDERFUL 
WASP WELCOMES YOU TO 
1 THE CORCORAN GALLERY. 
T WANT TO SHOW YOU. 
SOMETHING, HANK. A 
PAINTING. 


I SEE IT NOW, 
IN. T REALLY 
DO. 


IT'S BEAUTIFUL. 


ABOUT MANHATTAN, 
IS THAT NOTHING. 


IT$ 6000 To. 
BE DIFFERENT, 
HANK. 


BY GEORGIA 
O'KEEFFE IN 
1926. 


DRAGGING YOU OVER HERE z 
GB x RI 
& KNOW IT'S NOT YOUR THING. vou TRUST YOU, 
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HEY, WE'LL 
UT, CAP 
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‘ONE OF OUR TOP’ 
ENGINEERS. COPS 
TRIED TO FIND THIS. 

BOYFRIENL 


< le 
AND THIS WOULDN'T BE 
GIRL WORKS @ | ABLE TO TAKE 
WITH YOu, HIM DOWN. 
FALCON? ALONE. THATS 
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YOU, CAP, 


DID, FALCON. 
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INCOMPETENTS! 
DO YOU KNOW WHO 
YOU FACE NOW? YOU 

CAN'T BE THAT 
FORGETFUL, CAPTAIN 
AMERICA, 


7 XV RIPPED TRUCKS “Se 
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[| HANDS, BROKEN NECKS 
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HEY! 
‘SOMEONE TELL 
ME WHAT THE 
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NO ONE ELSE 
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MOLINT 
KANDA, WARRIOR 
FALLS, SERPENT VALLEY. 
ALL HAVE DISAPPEARED 
INTO THIS STRANGE 
DARKNESS. 


IT'S ONLY A MATTER OF MOMENTS == 
BEFORE WIDESPREAD ANARCHY , 
HITS EVERY STREET CORNER. 
ON EARTH. 


YOUR FEELINGS MIRROR 
MY OWN, FALCON. HE 
TAGALONG TO ME AS OF 


LATE. BUT YOU NEED 
TOHEAR HIM 


\ MONTHS. WHATS THIS 
«*« BPs 7107 DOING HERE, 
= PANTHER? 


4 NICE TO. J 
KNOW YOU HAVEN'T 
FORGOTTEN YOUR OLD 
GOVERNMENT LIAISON, 
CAPTAIN. 


HFFF. I 
HATE TO SAY HE'S RIGHT, 
CAP, BUT WERE GETTING AN 
LUX OF EMERGENCY 
CALLS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE. 


WE'VE GOT ITS THE 
AN INCOMING CALL SECRETARY-GENERAL 
YOUINEED TO TAKE, OF THE LINITED 
CAP. NATIONS. 
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SENE 7, 
BE CALLING YOU HIMSELF, 
BUT HE HAS GONE 
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RW GENERAL. We AVENGERS. 
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THIS CAPACITY. 
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ad WHAT'S L 
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“Garth Ennis & Steve Dillon Return! 
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Onstire if CrossGen is for you? 


Log on to www.comicsontheweb.com 


20 FREE issues to read, plus \\WA\/3-RAT *1 


No one beats a battle-frenzied Wolverine; just ask Magneto, 
Sabretooth or any of the other 150 super-characters in the 
new HeroClix collectible miniatures game. Whether he’s 
teamed up with Cyclops and Jean Grey or slicing 4 
through Ultron and the Juggernaut, Wolverine’s a 

a major powerhouse on the battlefield. 


By special arrangement with WizKids, we’re 
offering an exclusive, one-time-only “Berserker 
Wolverine” HeroClix figure! More powerful 
than the regular Wolverine figures in the 

game, the 70-point Berserker 

Wolverine can move and attack in 

the same turn, starts with Stealth 

and Regeneration, and still has all 

the powers common to the other 

Wolvie figures. 


If you wanna rip through your 
opponent's supervillains, nothing heats this new Wolverine! 


BUY THE 

FIGURE, BUB, OR 

I'LL SHRED YOU TO, % Ae 
PIECES! 


The writer behind WildStorm’s ABC 
line chats about his refusal to work 
on a Marvel hero, why he’ll never 
do a ‘Watchmen’ sequel and how 
he might quit comics 


hat’s strangest about Alan Moore isn’t his devotion 
to the occult, his refusal to attend comic conven- 
tions or his serial killer appearance—it’s how very 
normal the writer actually i 

With a string of classic comics to his credit (Watchmen, Swamp 
Thing and Batman: The Killing Joke) and a growing library of bogus urban 
legends surrounding him—he’s a Satanist, he’s not allowed in the 
United States, he despises his fans—one might think Moore to be a 
mad genius, but speaking with him gives a very different impression. 

“Let me make a fresh cup of tea and then we'll talk,” he says 
kindly as he carries his over six-foot, lanky frame to the kitchen 
of his Northampton, England, home. 

“Vm terribly behind today,” laments the 48-year-old legend 
as he pours a fresh cup of tea. “I'm supposed to be proofing the 
new Promethea hardcover today and I’ve been promisin, 
[WildStorm Editor] Scott Dunbier a Tom Strong script for days. 

Sure, Moore’s a practicing occultist, a bit of a recluse, an impos- 
ing figure and as he puts it, “not the fuzzy, friendly writer some fans 
wish I were.” But Moore’s also the father of two daughters he gushes 
about when given the chance. He loves classic literature, which lines 
his shelves instead of comics. “I have books older than your coun- 
try,” he remarks wryly. He also owns a farm close to Wales where 
he, 

Moore fills the bookshelves of his living room 
tury editions of the Bible, the 200-year-old skull of a 
and signed early editions of classic works, but absent are any signs 
that the writer’s made his career in comic books—noticeably 
missing are any examples of his own works, such as From Hell, 
League of Extraordinary Gentlemen or Top 10. 

“You'll find an individual issue laying around here or there,” says [fy 
Moore, sitting under the cathedral-style stained-glass window that 
casts turquoise and gold light into his living room. “But I’ve just 
never kept them around. Does that seem odd?” 

No, not at all. But that’s just one of many unexpected ti 
surrounding the enigmatic Moore. 
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WIZARD: Looking back, how happy are you 
with the America’s Best Comics line of titles 
you've produced over the last three years? 

MOORE: My original intention for the ABC line was that it would 
save comics, discover a cure for cancer and end war forever. So it 
hasn't lived up to my initial expectations, 


do with DC, but it’s never been a positive relationship 
between me and DC [laughs]. | get along fine with 
Wildstorm, [WildStorm Editorial Director] Jim Lee is 
an absolute gentleman. Scott Dunbier is a pleasure to 
work with, But DC as a company, I'm still glad to be 
at arm's length from them. 


Lofty goals... 
Yes, lofty goals but you have to aim high. So, on the other hand, we've 
produced a bloody amazing stack of comics, They 
look lovely. I'm very proud of them, all of them. 


Are there comics you enjoy reading 
| right now? 

[Pauses] Not a lot. There's probably some great comics 
cout there that I'm not reading. | still enjoy the usual 
I think we've achieved a fantastic little comic suspects. If either of the Hernandez brothers [Gilbert 
line, you know? | really wanted to do good main- q and Jaime] are doing anything, that’s probably going to 
stream comics that showed how good ‘Ok \ be great. The same goes for Dan Clowes, Peter Bagge, 
mainstream comics could be. Chris Ware—all the usual Fantagraphics, Drawn and 
Quarterly suspects. In terms of the mainstream, | don’t 
really read much of the mainstream at all. | find | don't 
have any interest in the superhero books brought out 
by the big companies. 


What about your relationship / 
with WildStorm and its parent # 
company, DC Comics? “A 

[Quickly] Well, | don’t have a relation 
ship with DC. | don’t have anything to 


Do you pick up titles like Hellblazer, 
where you had a hand in that char- 
\. acter’s creation, to see what’s 

being done with it? 
I read some of Brian Azzarello’s “Hard 
et Times” run (Hellblazer #146-#150]. | 
B really enjoyed the job Brian and 
[artist] Richard Corben did on that 
particular run. Yeah, it was good. | 
haven't seen any since then but | don’t 
keep up on DC or Marvel titles. | don't 
}) really have any thoughts on how peo- 
A |) ple handle characters of mine from the 
Wi) past. They're all different characters. To 
| IBY compare them is to compare Biblical Jesus 

to “South Park's” Jesus. 


b 5 Since you don’t check out many 
(7 '|/ American comics, do you see many 

Y American movies? What did you 

‘ think of the way they adapted From 
| Hell for the screen? 

[Prag '%< 20¢ no idea. I've not seen it 


Really? 

I've not got time to go to the pictures. Movies don’t really interest 
me. That's not to say there aren't films that are great, but it's not 
me favorite medium by any means. It’s probably not in my top five. 
Maybe when it comes out on video, I'll give it a watch. I've heard 
some people say that it was a very good film if you didn't expect it 
to be like the book 


What about American television? 

“The Sopranos” is the best thing that's come out of American tele- 
vision that | can remember. Most television | can’t stand it...I don’t 
watch hardly any television at all. Sort of “Ally McBeal,” “Frasier 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” “Dr. Who,” “Star Trek,” “Babylon 
all of this stuff | just cannot be bothered with it. “The Sopranos” on 
the other hand is actually well-written. It has wonderful character- 
ization. The episodes, for the most part, are incredibly well-directed. 
MIRACLE GROW Alan Moore gained early promi- | think over these three seasons, the standard has been maintained 
RL wonderfully, Since "Twin Peaks,” it’s the first American dramatic 
show that I've enjoyed. That’s not to say | haven't enjoyed “The 


THE FAMILY BUSINESS 


Ws time for more Moore, 

Proving that the apple indeed does not fall far from the 
‘tree, Alan Moore’s daughter, Leah, makes her comic writing 
debut in October's Tom Strong's Terrific Tales #5, The 
pierced and punky Leah, whose father says has “more metal 
in her body than the average appliance,” gets her start on an 
eight-page tale of Tom Strong's faithful servant (and talking 
gorilla), King Solomon. 

“It's about his love life, or lack thereof,” Leah says. “He 
wonders if he should go out with a girl, or go out with a 
‘gorilla, ‘cause he’s the only talking gorilla in the whole city.” 
The whimsical tale gets published without benefit 


10° Alan Moore's latest works~on titles ike 
Top 10-nave garnered the scribe even greater critical praise 


2 


Simpsons” or “South Park,” or some of the 
generally very, very good American car- 
toon shows. 


I wouldn’t have associated 
you with “The Simpsons” or 
“South Park.” 
Oh well, you know it's not all gloom and 
doom at Moore Mansions [chuckles]. | think 
‘The Simpsons” is very good because it is 
kept at a wonderful standard of craft and 
comedy for a very, very long time. And it is 
subversive. | think sometimes because it has 
been around for so long, we forget how sub- 
versive [it is]. “South Park,” I've got to say, 
my hat’s off to them as well. | mean, con- 
sidering it is mainly fart jokes and sort of gay 
jokes and all the rest of it. | think they man- 
age to really push the line quite seriously for 
‘American television. They take the stories 
into all of these really uncomfortable areas. 
You're certain they're not going to be able 
to get away without severely embarrassing 
themselves, but they do. 


Marvel Editor-in-Chief Joe 
Quesada’s admitted publicly 
that it’s on the top of his “to- 
do” list to get you to work for 
Marvel. Is there any chance 
it will ever happen? 

Hmmm. Well, it's like I've told Joe, the 
main thing that keeps me from working 
with Marvel are these problems we had 


with Marvelman, as he used to be 

called, [EDITOR'S NOTE: Marvelman’s 
‘American publisher, Eclipse Comics, 

was forced to change the series’ 

name to Miracleman by 

‘Marvel because the com- 

pany claimed the title 

infringed on its copyright. 

Since then, Moore has 

refused to work for 

Marvel.) And the 

relationship—or 

the hoped-for rela- 

tionship between 

me and Marvel— 

didn’t get off to the 

best of starts with that lit- 

tle Captain Britain thing. 

[EDITOR'S NOTE: Moore was 

promised a one-line addition to 

the indicia of the Captain Britain 

TPB, stating that the characters 
belonged to Marvel but the stories 
belonged to Moore and artist Alan Davis. The 
addition did not make it into print.] Joe's 
been very nice and done his best to put it 
right. That at least repairs the damage 
done by that mistake, And if Marvel can 
put right the Marvelman thing depends on 
other factors. Even if this was put right, I've 
told Joe that would only put us back to 
where we were before this sorry mess 
happened. It wouldn’t mean | necessar- 
ily have anything to do for Marvel. 


of family ties, After Leah—a recent Manchester: 
University grad who earned her 

egree in English—wrote the 

tale, Papa Alan sent it 

anonymously to 

Editor Scott 

Qunbier. 


4 Dunbier loved 


the story and 

said he wanted 

to,publish i Only then did Alan reveal that 
bis daughter had written it, 

Energized by her success, Leah is doing 
‘more comics. “I thought this was just going 
to be a one-off thing,” she says. “But Scott 

{iked it, so now I'm trying to go in the com- 
pletely reverse, I'm doing a horror story 
about [Strong villain) Paul Saveen.” 

Leah isn't worried about comparisons in 
following her father's footsteps. “As if 1 
could ever live up to that,” she says, And 
Dad is happy she’s getting her feet wet in 
the family business, 

“it's something that did certainly give me 
a lot of pleasure,” he says, “'d like to see 
her branch out and work for same other 

‘companies that Im not involved with, so she 

can have the pain, hardship, struggling and 

‘abuse that is so much a part of this industry. 

Nothing but the best for my litle girl!” ma MC 
and JIM McLAUCHLIN 
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Do you have anything 
planned for Marvel? 

I've told Joe, I'm not really interested in 
any of their superheroes. Lots of people 
like that sort of thing. And I've heard the 
Marvel books these days are much bet- 
ter than they used to be. | haven't really 
got any interest in any of these main- 
stream superhero characters—none of 
these icons. | look at them these days 
and | just see the dead men they were 
stolen from, which is a fairly bleak kind of 
appraisal of the situation. If | did do any- 
thing for Marvel, it wouldn't be anywhere 
near those kinds of books. It wouldn't 
have anything to do with any previously 
existing Marvel characters. 


Is there any timetable to 
get you there? 

I don't know how long I'm going to be 
around for, you know? In a couple of years, 
I can see me wanting to pull back from the 
mainstream. 'd just sort of vanish and leave 
only a kind of noxious, black smoke behind— 
just sort of do the kinds of obscure things 
that no one's remotely interested in for a few 
years, maybe do another novel. 


But you'd like to see Marvel 
publish Marvelman? 
Yeah, | mean I'd like to see my work 


other people who did great stuff on that 
book. And I'm a little annoyed that 
there are people over there who 
apparently would seek to thwart this, 
who don't feel this work should be 
published and belong to me and the 
other writers and artist concerned. 
[EDITOR'S NOTE: Miracleman’s rights 
are currently being disputed in court by 


Gaiman.] That’s what I'd like. The 
comics industry is such a screwed 
up arena and it probably always 
will be as long as we have this 
sort of structure and control. For all 
of the wonderful artists and writers that 
this mediums been graced with over the 
years, it’s also been graced with a more 
than usual share of foaming assh—s. But, 
like | said, this isn’t in my hands. But | 
hope this will be resolved before my 
opinion of the human race in general and 
the American comics industry in partic- 
ular plummets any further. Everybody 
has a couple of years to make me really 
happy. But we'll see how well they do. 


What did you think of the 


nt...oF non-event as it 


back in print and the work of all the y 


creators Todd McFarlane and Neil [iim 


OZYMANDIAS FROM ‘WATCHMEN’ 
Watchmen 15th anniversary (om : 


turned into? 
Fifteenth? What's that? Is that your 
Styrofoam anniversary? Fifteen is not 
a number that looms large in my con- 
science. It's nothing that | was crazy 
with to start with. And there were 
problems, you know? Those problems 
were completely avoidable as it turned 
out. But stupid things got done. And I 
withdrew all of my interest, which 
wasn't great to begin with. Watchmen 
was a great book. I'm really, really 
proud of it. It still sells well. It’s on lots 
of reading lists for universities. It was 
20 years ago! [Laughs] Yeah, we could 
have sold tons of stuff, merchandise 
and plastic figures, all sorts of things | 
wouldn't give room to. Things that have 
got nothing to do with the comic at all. 
If people want to do these things, I'm 
not going to be a spoilsport...but | 
don’t really care. It doesn’t affect me 
but it affects the industry and | think 
the industry is poorer for it. But hey, 
the industry is old enough to make its 
own decisions. It also kind of felt a bit 
phony to me. It felt like, “Let's pretend 
it’s the '80s again. Let’s pretend it's 
1986. Let’s hype up all this stuff 
which was perfectly fine for its 
day.” | don’t really see, other than 
everybody making lots and lots of 
money out of the comic reader, | 
don't see who it would serve. 


I take it then that you 
didn’t get any of the 
Watchmen prototype toys? 
Good God, no! | don’t think anybody 
does. Maybe there's a few prototypes 
but I was never interested in them. | 
never saw them, never wanted to see 
any of them. I'm sure they were really 
well done but it’s not my thing. I'm 
not interested in them as a writer. 


With a 25th anniversary 
im 2011, would you ever 
consider doing a 
Minutemen mini-series? 
No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, 
no. Let me say that again—no! 
[Laughs] I'm not at all doing any- 
thing related to Watchmen again. 
There were only 12 issues of it. 
That was the whole story. Those 
characters ceased to exist with 
the end of issue #12. They had 
not existed prior to the begin 
ning of issue #1. That's the whole 

story. And | don't want to cheat 
them. It was a good piece. Nothing 
like it had ever been done in comics 
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before, and | can't think of too many things 
that have been done like it since. I'm talk- 
ing about the stuff that was actually 
important about Watchmen, which was 
not the superheroes at all—it was the way 
the story was told. I'm very, very proud of 
that. | think that doing sequels or anything 
connected to it would only cheapen the MBGUUIGN IAIN CMR URU CCRC 


original work. Infact, the writer of Watchmen says he hasn't even seen the film apn of his and Eddie tanga’ 's From Hell 
Graphic novel. “ve not got time to go to the pictures,” the writer says quickly. “And movies don't really interest me,” 
Is there any reason at all But that doesn't mean Moore never thinks about how Hollywood will adapt his work, like the upcoming “League of 


hide Abe atlh tees (10200 inary Gentleman” film. In fact, Moore and artist Kevin O'Neill have a few ideas of just who should star in the film, 
Watchmen characters? Any BAM Pn ue Uc RC ne ean ce 

idea you didn’t use in the “What Kevin and! thought they should do was get people who had all played the roles previously,” quips Moore, “We 
original series? figured that we should get Richard Chamberlain because he was in a truly dreadful adaptation of ‘King Solomon's Mines’ 
The only reason for me to do it would be [RAAT ian tian 


for me to make a lot of money out of read- "We thought when Winona Ryder came out of rehab or community service she might want to reprise her role Mina 

ers. Why should | do that? Yeah, we could Murray trom ‘Dracula’ 

de thing. h he it ld be ” 

Faia a6 hacer es Ban “hnd Michael Caine (“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea”) as Captain Nemo," Moore continues with a laugh. “That was 

little Raiptearnent Pate ora Watchmen [Lal but Kevin assures me thal Michael Caine did play Nemo, pretty much the same as he plays most other 
characters, Perhaps we get Chevy Chase (“Memoirs of an Invisible Man”) to play the Invisible Man and John Malkovich 


sequel mini-series and we're going to have [iwi bs 
all of these toys and all of this merchandise (MAMMaLaW MRO . you know?" a MIG 


and perhaps a computer game.” | could 

make millions out of gullible comic readers 

if | was actually cynical about my reader- RICHARD CHAMBERLAIN 
ship. I'm not the friendliest of comic ] 


creators, I'm aware of that. | don’t go to 
conventions. | don't hang around with my 
readers. I'm not friendly. I'm not cuddly. | 


know all that. That’s not because | don’t 


But | do have respect for my reader- 
ship; | do not regard them cynically. | do 
not regard them as a herd of money cows 
that | can milk whenever I feel like it. | real- 
ize they have a genuine affection for my 
work. Very often they read it when they 
were young and it will probably have a spe- 
cial place in some of their lives. | appreciate 
that, | respect that. | am genuinely moved by 
that. Like | say, | am distant and unap- 
proachable but that doesn’t mean that | 
don’t have any respect for my readership. - en a! 
Quite the opposite, | have a great deal of 
respect for them and | believe they have a 
great deal of respect for me. And | don’t 
think that respect would be improved in _ CHEVY CHASE 
either instance by me capitalizing on it. ] : 
ed 


respect them; it’s largely because | do 
respect them. I don’t want to see people 
treating me like a god and not respecting 
themselves, so | stay at home. WINONA RYDER 


_ JOHN MALKOVICH — 


Well, obviously you’ve blown 3 
your Tom Strong deadline. I’ve wtf | 
probably kept you too long. 
[Chuckles] What are they going to do 
fire me? 


Wizard Staff Writer Mike Cotton doesn't 
attend conventions any more either—he’s 


worn out his welcome at every show in 
the United States! =. a 
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"THE FILTH is everything | can’t do 
in a mainstream comic like X-Men." 
’ — GRANT MORRISON 
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To the outsider looking in, this headshot 
sketch of Batman is just that—a head shot of 
Batman. However to Lee, a simple head shot 
served as the training wheels to what would 
eventually become his rendition of Batman. 
“While | was drawing this, | kept 
ng to myself, | had a subtle 
hting here, do | want to do that all 
the time; what would that look like; is he 
going to be scruffy, are the blacks going to 
be stark?” says Lee. “So on this particular 
headshot, | was just experimenting with 
different parts of his face. So to an 
extent, it might not look unified 
stylistically, but that’s the point of a 
sketch—just go around and try different 
things on different places.” 


If Lee considers this a “sketch,” we're dying to see what he has in store for actual Batman issues! 

However, Lee sees this piece as practice for drawing Gotham City, which he and Loeb plan on 
developing into a character all its own in their upcoming run on the series. 

“There’s quite a few scenes in upcoming issues where Batman and Catwoman run around the 
rooftops of Gotham City, so with this particular sketch, | was trying to get a feel for what 
Gotham looks like,” explains Lee. 

And once again, Lee found inspiration from a fellow comic pro when drawing Gotham. 

“Lee Bermejo's desk is right next to mine, and while he was working on Batman/Deathblow, 
he kept putting in these blimps, which | thought was kind of odd and kind of interesting at the 
same time,” recalls Lee. “So | started playing around with that and putting blimps all over the 
place. It gives Gotham a sort of a retro feel to it, and makes it look a little different than 
Metropolis or any other city in the DCU.” 


Lee openly admits to being influenced 
by Sienkiewicz with this sketch, but 
more importantly, this piece served 
as another lesson in drawing the 
Dark Knight. 

“With this | was just trying to figure 
out what kind of belt he would have, 
how long his ears were going to be— 
just trying to mix it up a little bit,” 
explains Lee. “I don’t think I've quite 
settled on a specific design for Batman 
yet, so if you look at the first issue 
Jeph and | work on compared with the 
fifth one, he already looks kind of 
different body proportion-wise.” 


‘. 


a 
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PROTECT YO’SELE 
PRUIEGE TU SELF 


No, this isn't a costume design to a new Joel 
Schumacher “Batman” movie, but rather Lee's 
answer to an age old question: How does 
Batman take a licking and keep on ticking? 
“Jeph wrote a scene [in an upcoming issue 
of Batman] where Batman falls from several 
stories up, lands on the ground and is injured 
so badly that he needs surgery,” explains Lee. 
“So | started thinking about how much 
protection Batman actually needs. How does 
he survive out there when he's fighting 
Superman and Killer Croc? I'm thinking he’s 
gotta have some body armor underneath and 
this just shows where it would g 
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“With this sketch, | was trying to do something 
like how Dave McKean—who | think did the best 
Joker in recent memory [in 1989’s Batman: 
Arkham Asylum graphic novel]—approached his 
Joker; with a really exaggerated beak-like nose 
and a long pointy chin,” says Lee. “I want him to 
look really creepy. Some people make him look 
like a guy in drag, and that’s creepy too, but in a 
different way.” 


So what does Lee think about 
artist Darwyn Cooke's new 
Catwoman design? 

“I really like the movie 
Catwoman design, and I see a 
lot of similarities between that 
and the character design—it’s 
more black leather than purple 
spandex,” explains Lee. “The 
whip has an actual function as a 
belt, the goggles are cool—she 
seems more utilitarian.” 

However, according to Lee, 
there's just one problem with 
the new Catwoman. 

“The only thing that doesn't 
make sense are the big boots, 
but I guess it’s better than high 
heels...but then again, I've never 
run around in either so | don't 
know how functional either 
are," laughs Lee. 


BATMAN—THE BEST THERE IS 


While Lee admits to being influenced by 
several other artists, there's a certain 
Marvel character that he made a point to 
steer clear of when devising his Batman. 
“I had to address the issue of whether 
or not to make Batman look like 
Wolverine without the claws,” says Lee. 
“People have come to expect that, and | 
had to conscientiously think of how | can 
keep making it different. There's gotta be 
a difference between the way Batman 
looks and the way Wolverine looks, 
otherwise I'm not doing my job.” 


THE CAPE MAKES THE BATMAN 


“With this | was kind of going for a Neal 
Adams type of cape, because he would 
draw one that floats when Batman ran, 
rather than flap up so there's an umbrella 
thing going on,” explains Lee. “Plus, it’s a 
classic Neal Adams shot where he’s 
running forward with his arm 
outstretched, and | just wondered how 
that would look if | did it.’ 
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You'd think a veteran like Lee would be able to tell 
Bruce Wayne from Clark Kent, but apparently, he 
needed a little help. “I had to think about what the 
difference was, so | drew this and sort of scribbled 
on some glasses,” admits Lee. 

And when it comes to drawing Batman, Lee 
certainly doesn’t cheat. “Sometimes I'll draw a 
regular Bruce Wayne, then draw in the cowl over 
his face,” relates Lee. 


“Jeph and I are creating a new villain within the first 
overall storyarc, but we're also going through Batman's 
awesome rogues gallery as well,” says Lee. “When drawing 
Batman's villains, like Killer Croc for example, | think every 
artist wants to inject something of their own to it all; to 
add something to a character that’s established.” 


EVOLUTION OF 


—f* ae — THE HUNTRESS 


1. For this sketch, Lee stuck with the 
— 3, = f Huntress’ most recent threads: “This 
one played around with her mask a 
little more, so that it had—for lack of 
a better word—an anime feel to it.” 


2. “This one reminded me of Spider- 
Man and the old Nightwing costume 
mixed in with a little ‘I Dream of 
Jeannie,’ but it didn’t work out.” 


3. “Masks have been done a million 
different ways. I was just looking to 
reinvent the way it cuts around the 
eyes so that it still looks good.” 


4, “This is what I settled on. 
Sometimes I have a very clear-cut 
vision of a character, but with the 
Huntress, I played around with 
different elements. It has elements of 
) Lara Croft with utility belts, plus I gave 
her a staff and other weapons. I gave 
her a long cape, so that when she 
whipped around, it would flow behind 
her.” And from the looks of it, she 

could whip us around any day! = 
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9u flame it, and J. Michael Straczynski has 
placed it on his Marvel Comics “to-do” list. 

The white-hot writer, who helped pro- 
pel Amazing Spider-Man back to the top of 
the charts and is gearing up for a new 
Spider-Man title come January, says the 
Web-head isn't the only Marvel icon on 
his mind. 

“'m in the process of putting together 
a program of material that | want to do for 
Marvel,” explains the “Babylon 5” creator, 
who inked an exclusive deal with the House 
of Ideas this past March. “This would 
include bringing back a [long-canceled] 
Strange Tales-type of anthology book, a 
Captain America mini-series and some cre- 
ator-owned stuff inside and outside of the 
Marvel Universe.” But don't ask him for 
specifics yet. 

“{'m still sussing that out,” he quips, 
then adds to look for the first of these pro- 
jects in early 2003. 

But the popular writer, who earned his 
bones with his work on Top Cow's Rising 
Stars and Midnight Nation (both of which 
he's scripted to their conclusions), would 
like to end his run on Amazing Spider-Man 


with a bang before he and artist John 
Romita Jr. exit the title. [Writer Kevin 
Smith (Green Arrow) and artist Terry 
Dodson (Spider-Man/Black Cat) are slated to 
take over] 

“Spider-Man is up against the Shade, a 
new villain who can move in and out of the 
physical world at whim and is preying on 
drug users and street kids,” explains the 
busy Straczynski, who's also working on 
the “Jeremiah” sci-fi TV series for 
Showtime. “The story gives us a chance to 
go into the contemporary, youth under- 
ground culture (the culture of castoffs), 
which is something | wanted to do with 
the book when | took it over. What are 
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society's obligations to those who have 
lost their way? 

“This cycle of books also brings in 
Doctor Strange,” adds Straczynski, refer- 
ring to Marvel's favorite mystic. “There'll 
also be a return to New York by Mary Jane 
in a meeting that may have added compli- 
cations—because we all know little in 
Peter's life goes swimmingly,” he smirks, 
alluding to the current separation between 
the Web-slinger and his estranged wife. 

As for the new Spidey book Straczynski 
plans on launching this January with Romita 
Jr. (tentatively titled Spider-Man), look for 
it to be a departure from what he's already 
covered during his run on Amazing. 

“I like where I've been going on 
Amazing, but | also have to justify—to 
myself if no one else—why [Spider-Man] is 
a different book and why people should 
spend their hard-earned cash on it,” admits 
Straczynski, who expects to write at least 
18 issues of the title in 2003, “If it's just 
more of the same, why do it? So I'm still 
parsing that one. 

“Fortunately, | still have time to do 
that.” ll MIKE COTTON 
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KEVIN SMITH 


Can golden bey Smith take Spider-Man to heights net 
seen since the Todd MeFarlane era? 


é f you combine comics’ hottest writer with 
~ Marvel's flagship hero, the path is clear, if 
“not easy to follow. 

Spider-Man is already about as sizzlin’ 
as you can get. Since writer J. Michael 
Straczynski took over Amazing Spider-Man in 
April 2001, the title has moved from the 
industry’s no. 16 seller at 50,000 copies sold 
per month to the no. 4 seller at 100,000 
copies. That’s a tough act to follow. 

But if anyone can take the already-soar- 
ing Spidey to new heights, it’s Smith, the 
famed screenwriter/director who's used his 
film success to become a comics juggernaut. 
The results are there: 10 of DC’s best-sell- 
ing || comics in 200! were Smith-written 
issues of Green Arrow. Kevin Smith means 
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also pop up when he takes over Amazing Spider-Man. 
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boffo box office. Plus, he claims he has 

another box-office ace up his sleeve. 
“Being that the ‘Spider-Man’ movie is 

out, I’d say all the Spidey books are going to 


take a jump,” Smith predicts. Maybe, but 
movie-induced spikes are fleeting (see: Men 
in Black). Kevin Smith has years of staying 
power in comics already, and is undoubt- 
edly the main attraction. 

Any way you slice it, between the 
entrance of Smith, the good fortune of 
movie timing, the right artist and a solid, 
lead-in marketing plan, Amazing Spider-Man 
looks primed for even more success than it’s 
seen over the last year. 

The marketing starts in June with Spider- 
Man/Black Cat: The Evil That Men Do, a 
mini-series that gets Smith started on Spidey 
and brings back an old love interest/villai- 
ness. “He’s introducing the Black Cat to 
readers as if we’re meeting her for the first 
time, but still with some sense of the history 
they share,” explains Editor Axel Alonso. 
That approach will carry into Amazing, 
where Alonso says Smith will take a “from 
scratch” approach to writing. “Don’t worry, 
all the characters are the same,” he assures. 
“But Kevin is making things very accessible 
to new readers.” 

When Smith moves to Amazing Spider- 
Man in January of 2003, he'll do so with his 
Black Cat artist in tow—Terry Dodson, well 
known for his sultry renderings of the female 
form. “The Black Cat is cool, she’s sexy and 
the covers will prove that,” Alonso attests. 
The Cat may also pop up as a recurring 
character in Amazing. “Spidey’s Rogues 
Gallery is as good—if not better—than 
Batman’s,” Smith argues. “Rest assured, any 
Amazing stories | write will be villain-heavy.” 

Even though he’s taking the Amazing 
baton from the well-received Straczynski, 
Smith has no plans to tie his book in with 
Straczynski’s new Spider-title. “If we ever do 
a DC-type cross-title storyline, sure,” Smith 
speculates. “But no specific plans now.” In 
fact, Smith scarcely knows Straczynski. “Met 
him at a con once, and he seemed like a good 
guy,” Smith remembers. “Dude’s taller than 
hell, man—a walking oak.” 

Expectations are similarly high for Amazing 
Spider-Man. Alonso thinks that maybe—just 
maybe—Spidey could knock the X-Men off 
their top-selling perch come January. 

“If we’re the no. 4 seller now, who 
knows what will happen with this next bag 
of tricks?” he offers. “When Kevin comes 
along, great things can happen.” M JIM 
McLAUCHLIN 


After blowing up Genosha and devising the ultimate mutant love triangle, 
how will Grant Morrison shock the X-Men in his second year? 


‘ew X-Men scribe Grant Morrison doesn’t 
plan to make the X-Men great in his sec- 
ond year on the book—he plans to put them 
through hell! 

Even though the Cassandra Nova epic 
has wrapped up, Morrison promises noth- 
ing will ever be the same for Marvel's Merry 
Mutants, and the fun all starts in June. 

“| like that there are all these mutants 
with different looks now in the book.” reveals 
the Scotland-based scribe, crediting artists 
Frank Quitely and Ethan Van Sciver with help- 
ing to visualize a new cast of supporting 
characters for the X-Men, including Emma 
Frost's “girls,” Beak and a revamped Angel. “I 
want to write stories about all of them!” 

In New X-Men #127, Xorn, the newest 
member of the team who must wear an iron 
mask because his face is literally a star, is 
the focus of the issue. 

“| wouldn't say this is a Xorn solo issue 
but you definitely see the story though his 
perspective,” offers new X-books Editor 
Mike Marts, who adds that John Paul Leon 
(Earth X) guest pencils the issue. “Grant's 
going to introduce a place called ‘Mutant 


Town’ in this issue—it’s an 


ethnic neighborhood 
if / 
od, 


made up of mutants that 
will play a large part in 
mutanvhuman relations.” 

In #128, Morrison and 
another guest artist, Igor 
Kordey (Quitely will return 
in the fall, says Marts), 
turn to focus on Jean 
Grey's suddenly amped-up | | 
powers—and the possible 
return of the Phoenix. 

“The Phoenix force 
won't be ignored,” teases 
Marts. “There's a gradual 
build to a resolution, but 
everyone will have to wait 
for it.” 

“Charles and Jean are in Paris setting up 
another X-corporation,” reveals Morrison, 
“During this, a weird mutant emergency 
‘occurs and we find out about strange under- 
ground projects that I can't divulge too much 
about yet.” 

“We'll also see the introduction of one 


or two new characters Grant has cooked 
up,” hints Marts. “They won't necessarily 
be team members, but they'll be new Marvel 
Universe characters.” 

In mid-summer, look for the return of 
former X-Forcer Cannonball, as well as a visit 
from the X-Corps from Uncanny X-Men. 

Speaking of Uncanny X-Men, look for 
Chuck Austen to take over writing duties in 


July. When asked how he was going to help 
Morrison keep the X-books on top, he smiled. 

“Well, | can't compete with what Grant 
does,” laughs Austen. "I'm not as cosmic [a 
storyteller] as he is.” 

Austen, also the current artist on Elektra, 
does admit he'll focus on smaller, charac- 
ter-driven stories, too. “Hope,” the writer's 
initial storyare, tells of the global impact of 
Charles Xavier and his school 

“I want to show that when Xavier helps a 
mutant, he doesn’t just help that person, he's 
actually helping the world,” explains Austen. 
Also, look for a new X-Man, former Alpha 
Flight member Northstar, to join the team. 

So what else can we expect? “I'll be 
retooling some old villains,” hints ¢ 
Austen, “but for the most part, | 
want to show how the X-Men have 
always been a family. Even though they 
don't always get along, they all still 
love each other.” @ MC 


SUMMER JOB: Writer of Marvel's Daredevil and 
Ultimate Spider-Man, \mage's Powers and the new 
“Spider-Man” animated television series 

SUMMER HEAT: This summer, between writing three 
comic books a month and attending every comic con- 
vention from Orlando to San Diego, Brian Michael Bendis 
will also find time to story edit and produce the new 
Spider-Man animated TV series, 

Hitting MTV this fall, the new show is based on 
“Spider-Man” movie continuity but with the same feel 
as Bendis’ work on Ultimate Spider-Man, according to 
the Portland, Ore.-based writer. 

“In the series, Peter, Mary Jane and Harry Osborn 
will be in college,” explains Bendis, “We leap ahead one 
summer after the movie. We're very focused on the 
triangle relationship between those three-they're equal 
stars in the show." 

According to the scribe, who will write the pilot 
episode and sporadic episodes throughout the season, 
the biggest thrill for him has been working with the 
voice actors on the show, including Neil Patrick Harris 
(Peter) and Lisa Loeb (Mary Jane), 

“So far, having actual actors read the dialogue has 
been very exciting,” explains Bendis, “We have them 
all reading at once, like a play. | wasn't prepared for 
‘the genuine thrill of it” 

‘With so much on his plate at once, some might 
think Bendis is set to burn bright but then burn out. 
According to him though, that’s not the case. 

“Well, 'm not drawing or directing the show,” assures 
Bendis. “Judging by the giant pile of storyboards | received 
today, | think its safe to say that that's much more time 
consuming than what | do.” i MC 


HA® (MAX/Marvel) June's issue #10 revolves around Daily Bugle publisher J. Jonah 
Jameson hiring the series’ kick-ass detective, Jessica Jones, to track down the secret iden- 
tity of Spider-Man. The stand-alone issue, written by Brian Michael Bendis, is fully painted 
by series artist Michael! Gaydos. In July's issue #1 1, look for a story that will run into the 
fall about Jessica visiting a small upstate New York town to track down a missing child, 
who's in some way tied to the darker characters in the Marvel Universe like the Punisher, 
Daredevil and Elektra. 


AMAZING SPIDER-MAN (arver see story onp. 64 


ASTRO BOY (oarktiorse) Volume four ships in June and finds Astro Boy doing 


what he does best—fighting for peace and equality. Among other adventures, Astro finds 
himself liberating a group of abused robots working at a top-secret weapons manufacturer 
and taking down a mad scientist with human cloning capabilities. Likewise, July's volume 
five is chock fulla action, including a disgruntled robot bent on world destruction that 
Astro must stop; a space leopard sent to Earth to steal its resources; and Astro teams up 
with a robot-hating device to apprehend thieves who plan on stealing an artificial sun. 


AVENG (Marvel) Long-time Avengers writer Kurt Busiek wraps up his run on 
the series by showing fans the aftermath of the “Kang War.” Expect some good-byes, a 
funeral, a court marshal and some rebuilding in June's issue #55. With issue #56, Busiek 
and artist Kieron Dwyer tell a real-world type story viewing the Avengers from a normal 
person's perspective. With August's issue #57, new writer Geoff Johns takes over with a 
storyline entitled “World Trust.” For a sneak peek at Johns’ first issue, see p. 38. 


DAL GHIRE (Dc) Ater nearly 30 consecutive issues, regular series writer Kelley Puckett 
will take a much-deserved three-month vacation starting in June. Chuck Dixon, who's written 
the few filin issues that Puckett missed in the past, will step in for a three-part storyarc titled 
“The Legion of the Lost.” Kicking off in issue #30, Batgirl must try and stop a murderer who's 
been killing off members of an ancient cult with a bow and arrow, so naturally the sparks are 
bound to fly when Green Arrow (Connor Hawke, not Ollie Queen) shows up. But is he a 
friend or the prime suspect? 


BATMAN BOC (DC) “Bruce Wayne: Fugitive” hocking con- 

BOO ye: Fugitive” comes to a shocking con 
clusion in June, starting in the pages of Detective Comics #771, where Batman must avoid 
the GCPD in order to clear his name and rebuild his life. Meanwhile, in Batman: Gotham 
Knights #30 (june), Azrael decides he'd be a better Caped Crusader and decides to take 
over the Batman mantle—by any means necessary. The highly anticipated finale to “Fugitive” 
comes in June's Batman #604, where Vesper's murderer is finally revealed, Apparently, it's 
50 top secret, “99 percent of the folks at DC don't know whodunit!” reveals Assistant Editor 
Michael Wright. And don't forget, this October, Jim Lee and Jeph Loeb take Batman for 
a I2-issue run! (See Lee's Batman sketchbook on p. 74.) 


a 


(TopCow/Image) See preview on p. 26. 


(Black Bull) “Beautiful Killer is basically ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ with high-tech rifles and the scary reality of life-and-death situations,” explains 
writer Jimmy Palmiotti about July's mini-series. 19-year-old Brigit Cole is a girl trained 
since birth to become the ultimate super spy. Catapulted into a world of intrigue, drama 
and violence, Brigit is transformed from innocent young girl to an avenging assassin obsessed 
with the destruction of those responsible for her parents’ deaths. 


BIRDS OF PREY (DC) Chuck Dixon concludes his run with a three-part 


storyarc beginning in June’s issue #44. The Birds of Prey, along with guest star Connor 
Hawke (a.k.a. Green Arrow), jet off to uncover the mystery of a floating island. They 
soon find out that, on top of the island slipping in and out of time, it's also inhabited 
by dinosaurs—and not the friendly kind either! “Canary, Deathstroke, Camorouge, 
Connor Hawke and Eddie Fyers visit Dinosaur Island and run into some old, World War 
\l-era DC characters,” hints Dixon. “Big action, lots of firefights and dinos, and a POW 
camp escape!” Strangers in Paradise creator Terry Moore takes over the Birds with 
September's issue #47. 


BLAGK PANTHER (warven junes issue #45 ends the “Enemy of the State” 


storyline by writer Christopher Priest and artist Sal Velluto, while July's issues #46 and #47 
see Black Panther and his entire cast thrown back into the Old West, where they meet Kid 
Colt, Rawhide Kid and Two-Gun Kid, The tale will aso tie into Thor (Vol. 1) #370, an issue 
that came out over 15 years ago. Finally, in August's issue #48, Priest and crew kick offa story 
entitled, “The Death of the Black Panther.” 


JOHN 
CASSADAY 


SUMMER JOB: Artist on Marvel Knights’ Captain 
America and WildStorm's Planetary 

SUMMER HEAT; John Cassaday's drawn heroes 
before, but this summer, he's working on the hero, 

Since he was 10 years old, the New York-based 
artist has been a huge Captain America fan. Now in 
his mid-20s, Cassaday is finally drawing him. Marvel 
tapped him and writer John Ney Rieber to relaunch 
Captain America this past April under the Marvel 
Knights banner. 

“At that age, we're looking for heroes to com- 
pensate for the ones missing in the real world,” 
explains Cassaday. “Cap became one of mine, It's 
mostly just who he is and what he stands for. His 
mantra of ‘never giving up’ is optimistic faith in the 
face of a harsh reality.” 

Cassaday says he and Ney Rieber's take on Captain 
BIRDS OF PREY America will force the Sentinel of Liberty to face today's 
reality of terrorism in the U.S. and other topical polit- 
ical issues. 

“He's confident and true, but a soldier with a thou- 
‘sand visions of life and war—the American dream and 
nightmare,” expresses Cassaday. “As a character who's 
mostly lived a life ‘out of time,’ he’s finally found his 
way. He’s changed and not chasing ghosts anymore. 
Time has caught up with him.” 

But while Captain America is his focus right now, 
he won't neglect his duties on Planetary with writer 
Warren Ellis for WildStorm, 

“[Planetary's in] ‘suspended animation,’ you might 
say,” chuckles Cassaday. “I'll be finishing up my first 
Cap arc soon, then it's back to Planetary for a bit. Look 
for two new issues before year’s end.” mi MC 


(Dark Horse) 
Ange! will be concluding as a series early this summer, but he'll be making plenty of guest 
appearances in Buffy. Speaking of Buffy, starting with July’s issue #47, Scott Lobdell takes 
over writing responsibilities with a four-part storyline titled “Hellmouth to Mouth.” 
Faith and Angel return to Sunnydale, only to watch the town get sucked into the 
Hellmouth, Also shipping in July, check out an all-new Willow and Tara special, which finds 
the two accidentally unleashing a vengeful spirit. And in August, pick up Buffy: Tales of 
the Slayers, which includes two short stories written by “Buffy” television series writ- 
ers Jane Espenson and Doug Petrie 


(Marvel Knights/Marvel) john Ney Rieber and John 
Cassaday wrap up June's controversial conclusion of the “Enemy” storyline, which sets the 
stage for Cap’s departure from S.H.LE.L.D. in issue #4. After a clash with Commander Nick 
Fury and his “by any means necessary” mentality, the Star-Spangled Sentinel breaks his ties 
with the organization and goes solo to stomp out terrorism, traveling to pol 
in Africa, Europe and the Middle East. The next storyarc, “The Extremists,’ 


SUMMER JOB: Artist on upcoming issues of DC's 
Catwoman, Marvel's X-Force and an untitled project 
for DC 

SUMMER HEAT: With a résumé that includes work on. 
the “Batman Beyond” animated series, as well as the 
comics mentioned above, the 39-year-old artist still 
gets silly when fans tell him they dig his drawing style, 

“Im surprised and gratified,” expresses Cooke, “I 
still get kind of tongue-tied when people tell me they 
like my work.” 

This summer, the Toronto-based artist is hard at 
work on writing an illustrating the upcoming DC 
graphic novel Selina’s Big Score, which takes place 
prior to the events of the current Catwoman series. 
“It's a classic heist story in the hard-boiled tradition,” 
relates Cooke. “And it explains how a woman who is 
legally dead and on the run got all this money.” 

Down the road, look for a huge DC project set in 
the Silver Age focusing on Hal Jordan and “practically 
every character that was on the scene that time.” Also, 
he'll team up with writer Peter Milligan for a special X- 
Force one-shot, and he'll do a second Spider-Man's 
Tangled Web story that involves a Daily Bugle Christmas 
party and a host of Marvel superbabes. 

Cooke realizes comic book success can be bitter- 
‘sweet, especially with fans who are quick to dish out 
Criticism as they are accolades. 

“There was one guy on the DC message boards 
who hated my artwork so much he said it looked like 
‘had stuck the pencil up my ass and drew it,” laughs 
Cooke, “I thought it was pretty funny, but everybody 
knows | stick the pencil up my nose.” i JAMES 
McDONOUCH 


uncovering a conspiracy to break the U.S. up into five dictatorships. Also, look for a sur- 
prise that Rieber refers to as this “era's equivalent to the Red Skull.” 


(DC) June's issue #8 and July’s issue #9 concludes the current sto- 
ryarc, which will set the stage for an all-new villain that'll be giving Selina Kyle (a.k.a 
Catwoman) headaches in future issues. Meanwhile, in a self-contained Catwoman #10, 
someone from Selina’s past shows up, and even though it'll be a first appearance for this 
character, Catwoman Editor Matt Idelson assures readers that “she'll add an interesting wrin- 
kle to what Catwoman’s all about.” New series penciler Camron Stewart makes his comics 
debut with September's Catwoman #! |, which will also be the first issue of the book's next 
big arc that'll further delve into Catwoman’s past. 


y 
GRUX (crosscen) things are getting more and more unstable with the book's cast 
of Atlantean neo-gods. In June's issue #15 by Chuck Dixon and Steve Epting, major butt- 
kicker Aristophanes has been thawed out of stasis and needs to be caught up on the past 
100,000 years he missed while he was sleeping. Also in the mix is Thraxis, a nine-foot-tall 
beast-man who's way more than he lets on. Then there are all kinds of new nasties emerg- 
ing from the Negation Universe as well as a long-buried secret that explains a whole lot 
of what's been going on in this series since issue #1 


DAREDEVIL carve: Knights/Marvel) With his secret identity “outed” by the 


tabloids, Matt Murdock begins to make some tough choices about his life in June’s issue #34. 
“I think people will be surprised about how definitive this is,” says writer Brian Michael Bendis. 
“We're really going to ip against the wall on this.” As the summer rolls on, expect 
‘cameos by Spider-Man, J. jonah Jameson, Black Widow and Elektra. “What Matt does will sur- 
prise everyone,” continues Bendis. “This won't end the way anyone expects. Oh, and the 
Kingpin will be back...but he’s a very different man.” 


EXILES onarven June's Exiles #14 and July's #15 see writer Judd Winick and penciler Mike 
McKone land the team on 2 world where Namor of Aantis is on the brink of world domina- 
tion, With nowhere else to turn, the Exiles must team with this world’s Doctor Doom, August’s 
issue #16 by Winick and guest artist jim Calafiore explains how Nocturne and Thunderbird met 
and fell in love in between panels and pages of the first 10 issues of the series. Also, expect some 
revelations regarding Nocuurne’s pregnancy and subsequent miscarriage. 


(Marvel) June's issue #56 by Kar! Kesel and Stuart 
< story featuring the Thing. In a dramatic turn, look for a 
past as he returns to Yancy Street. After that, look for 
a three-part biweekly FF epic tided, “The Ever Lovin’ Blue-Eyed End of the World,” by manga- 
style writer and artist Adam n. In August, prepare for the new creative team of Mark 
Waid and Mike Wieringo to take over the title with Fantastic Four #60, which will only cost 
fans nine cents to pick up! 


Immonen wraps up the t 
major revelation about « 


FATHOM crop Cow/Image) Things heat up for Michael Turner's hydrated hero- 
ine this summer when Aspen confronts a new race of ocean dwellers. Rising from the 
deepest regions of the “black,” their true intentions remain a mystery, which may spell trou- 
ble for our lovely lady of the sea. Look for several new additions to the cast, including a 
new underwater female who's unlike anyone Aspen has ever met. Meanwhile, Admiral 
Maylander is busy making final preparations for a new war with the underwater world, Also, 
clues to the disappearance of the cruise ship Paradise will finally begin to surface. 


(DC) June and July's issues #187 and #188 wrap up the “Crossfire” story- 
line as the Flash struggles to keep his mind out of the Thinker’s control, while he also deals 
with his new, more deadly rogues gallery. August's issue #189 by the series’ creative team 
of writer Geoff Johns and artist Scott Kolins follows up with major changes for the sup- 
porting cast, including former Teen Titan Cyborg as well as Wally West himself. After that, 
classic Flash villain the Pied Piper gets a revamp before Johns and Kolins begin the “Run 
Riot” storyline in the fall, which welcomes Gorilla Grodd’s return to the series. 


(WildStorm/DC) This summer, Gen" will undergo some major renovations, 
and it all starts with July's Gen"? #0—which'll only cost ya a measly 13 cents! Along with 
a cast of all-new characters (Fairchild being the only returning character from the origi- 
nal series), the team has some new digs in Brooklyn and a new creative team in writer Chris 
Claremont and penciler Ale Garza (Ninja Boy). Issue #0 introduces a baddie so evil, he not 
only has the power to take out WildStorm’s resident teen superheroes, but the capacity 
to destroy the entire WildStorm U. as we know it! 


Gil. JOE (image) Beginning with june's issue #7, this summer's four-issue story | SUMMER ae eon CSTE SE pian 
arc by Josh Blaylock and Steve Kurth reveals the newly reinstalled Cobra Commander's | Mangaverse and Antaretic Press’ Ainja High Schoo! 


latest scheme to destroy our real American heroes when he sends Stormshadow to assas- | SUMMER HEAT: Striking while the iron is hot, Dunn 
sinate Clayton Abernathy, a.k.a. G. |. Joe commander General Tomahawk. And because | promises even more “mangatized” Marvel mania this 
the fans demanded it—get ready for the much-anticipated knockdown, drag-out, katana- summer for the surprise-hit Mangaverse series, 

slashing confrontation between Stormshadow and everyone's silent angel of death, In fact, even Dunn was initially taken aback by the 
Snake-Eyes, when the two go mano a mano for the first time in nearly a decade, popular react his past Janus’ fifth-weok erent 


GREEN ARROW (0c) New writer Brad Meltzer joins regular penciler Phil “Tie ernie ti pee Be ye 


Hester when he takes over DC's Emerald Archer starting with July's issue #16. Where | industy vet “Originally, | had no plans past the fist two 
previous writer Kevin Smith explored Ollie’s spiritual side, Meltzer plans on answering some | [Mangaverse] books. | was really surprised Marvel wanted 
serious questions, including, “What the heck was Ollie Queen doing between the time he | me to do a regular series, but I'm extremely happy that 
died in the plane crash and the point where Hal Jordan brought him back to life?” The sto- | manga is starting to get more attention [in the States)” 
ryarc runs through the first four issues of Meltzer’s stint. Also, keep an eye out for some So for now, Dunn will make the most of his 
old friends, like Arsenal, to show up, along with a few surprise guests as well. cpportunity with Mangaverse. “tm going to have fun 
with these characters and bring that sort of 
action/adventure-type storytelling,” reveals Dunn, 
who counts Jack Kirby, Neal Adams, John Byme and 
GREEN ARROW Bernie Wrightson among his idols. 

areola Working on Mangaverse won't distract Dunn from 
devoting time to his creator-owned, Antarctic Press 
series, Minja High School, as well as other projects, he 
promises. Dunn will co-plot and illustrate August's 
100th issue, which will tie up all loose ends. 

“ve also got more stuff fd like to propose to Marvel,” 
‘reveals Dunn. “There are a few projects sitting on the shelf, 
‘but | don't ike to say anything until 'm committed.” 

The Texas-based creator, who's an admitted fan 
of hybrid artists like Joe Madureira and Ed McGuinness, 
has high hopes for manga’s future in American comics. 

“It depends on how readers themselves gravitate 
‘toward it,” explains Dunn. “I know things go in cycles. 
‘We've had the Jack Kirby era, the Neal Adams era, the 
John Byme era. The manga stuff could be viewed in 
‘the same way. All those styles remain with us today. 

“It’s just a matter of how things progress.” mUMeD 


(DC) The team of Geoff Johns, James Robinson and Rags Morales kick 
off the summer with a storyarc that'll run through July's issue #5 and August's #6 when Ollie 


SUMMER JOB: Writer of DC's JSA and Flash, upcom- 
ing writer of Marvel's Avengers 

SUMMER HEAT: Not quite 30 years old, Geoff 
Johns has already amassed quite an impressive 
comic book résumé. 

He's quickly returned Flash to the fast lane, 
transformed the JSA into DC's most dynamic 
superteam (along with writing partner David S. 
Goyer) and now he's been tapped to take over Earth's 
Mightiest Heroes with issue #57 in August. (See 
p. 38 for a 22-page preview.) 

But while the LA-based writer keeps himself busy, 
one thought keeps racing through his mind: “Man, | 
gotta get to the comic book store!” 

“God, there's so much I'm excited about this sum- 
mer,” remarks Johns, grinning ear to ear. “I can't wait 
to see what Mark Waid does with Fantastic Four. I'm 
excited about Jeph Loeb and Tim Sale’s Spider-Man: 
Blue. And every time | get a new page from JLA/JSA 
from [artist] Carlos [Pacheco], | get chills. I'm more 
excited about this stuff than about ‘Star Wars, | can 
tell you that.” 

Another thing that keeps Johns going is the hope 
he might one day be able to team up with his favorite 
Flash creative team. 

love to do a Flash one-shot or mini-series with 
Mark Waid,” imagines Johns, referring to the writer 
of his favorite run on the book. “That'd be amazing. 
And we could have [former Flash artist] Mike Wieringo 
and [current artist] Scott Kolins do the art. | don't 
know what it would be about but I'd love to get all four 
of us on a Flash project together. | can't even imagine 
how cool that would be. Wouldn't that be cool?” ms Mc 


Queen, aka. Green Arrow, pays a surprise—and unwelcome—visit to the city of St. Roch 
Meanwhile, by summer's end, there'll be a startling revelation for Hawkgirl, as well as a twist 
to her relationship with Hawkman. Also, be sure to check out the first “Lives Past” tale in 
September's issue #7, which'll focus on a previous life of Hawkman and Hawkgirl and tie 
directly into an upcoming storyarc about St. Roch, the “City the Saints Forgot.” 


HELLBLAZER (vertigosD) starting with june's issue #175, Mike Carey (Lucfer) 
takes over the writing responsibilities, and the first thing he’s doing is to bring our favorite 
antihero, John Constantine, back from the dead in a two-part storyarc titled “High on 
Life.” As usual, wherever Constantine goes, trouble is bound to follow, and that goes 
double when he returns to his hometown of Liverpool, England to visit his family. Following 
that is a four-part story titled “Red Sepulchre,” where Constantine finds himself in the mid- 
dle of a gang war in which all of the gang-bangers are magicians. 


(Dark Horse) Starting in July, Dark Horse puts out two all-new, Mike 
Mignola Hellboy mini-series. The first one, a two-parter titled Hellboy: The Third Wish, 
finds Hellboy traveling to Africa where he eats a haunted banana and meets the witch 
doctor Mohlomi. In typical Hellboy fashion, it only gets weirder from there. In October, 
be sure to check out Hellboy: The Island. Dark Horse is keeping details about this mini-series 
hush-hush for the time being. All that's known is “Hellboy finds himself stranded on an island, 
then weird things happen.” hints spokeswoman Shawna Ervin-Gore. 


THE INGREDIBLE HULK (marvetyjunes issue #41 wraps up the cur- 


rent story arc by writer Bruce Jones and fill-in artist Lee Weeks. Bruce Banner finds 
himself trapped in a convenience store with a gun-wielding madman and the police out- 
side, but just as it looks like he might escape without releasing the monster inside him, here 
come the “silhouette men,” who have been hunting Banner since Jones took over as 
writer. Look for more clues as to who's behind the hunt for the Hulk and why everyone 
wants Banner caught. In July, a new storyarc begins revealing what role Doc Samson will 
play in the Hulk's future 


INFERNO: HELLBOUND crop cow/image) As a direct effect of their 


extended voyage to the Underworld, everybody's favorite thugs-turned-soldiers of for- 
tune begin to develop superhuman abilities. Unfortunately, these infernal powers cause some 
of the less moral members to split from the group and wreak some havoc all by their 
lonesome. Also, the team’s contact. Rachel Beatrice, joins Dante and the boys in Hell 
after realizing the mysterious military man Mister Black is much more involved in all of this 
than she originally expected and is holding secrets from the team. 


IRON MAN (Marvel) After the huge revelation of May's issue #55, in which indus- 
trialist Tony Stark announced to the world that he is indeed Iron Man, issue #56 in June by 
Mike Grell and Michael Ryan focuses on the immediate fallout from his momentous decision. 


In issue #57, look for the return of a major Iron Man villain as well as the reappearance of 
some of the book's most prominent supporting characters as the summer rolls on. 


ALA (0) June's 1A 467 by Joe Kelly, Doug Mahnke and Tom Nguyen kicks off “The 
Obsidian Age” storyarc. When two mysterious warriors from the past appear in a Florida 
amusement park, the Justice League discovers they're there to collect children for an 
ancient sacrifice. In subsequent issues, the JLA travel back in time to figure out who these 
creatures are, and at the same time, try and answer a few questions about the death of 
Aquaman (who died in last year’s “Our Worlds at War” mega crossover). 


USA (0c) wich the “Stealing Thunder” storyare co-written by David S. Goyer and Geoff 
Johns wrapping up in June's #37, JSA fans can expect an all-new status quo for DC's first 
and finest superteam—and what would a storyarc in JSA be ifa few new members didn't 
join up with the squad? Included in issue #37 will be an eight-page back-up story featur- 
ing the origin of the new Crimson Avenger. From there, the book shines the spotlight on 
Hourman, jakeem Thunder and a stand-alone story starring Power Girl in JSA #39 that Editor 
Peter Tomasi promises will “kick ass!” 


(Chaos!) June's Lady Death: Goddess Returns #2 marks the return 
cof her classic look and sets the stage for Lady Death: Dark Alliance #1. The five-part globe- 
spanning epic has the tragic heroine unifying the entire Chaos! Universe to combat an 
ancient evil disguised as a Messiah. Fans looking for a different spin should check out June's 
Lady Death: Re-imagined, which follows a Lady Death from the days of the Templar Knights. 
Finally, in August, check out the Lady Death/Crow preview book, which will help kick off 
September's crossover. 


(DC) In June's issue #9 (written by Dan Abnett and Andy Lanning, | SUMMER JOB: Writer of Marve's The Incredible Hulk 
drawn by Stephen DeStefano), Apparition is en route to Earth to reunite with her hus- | SUMIMIER HEAT: Bruce Jones doesn't want fans to ike 
band, Ultra Boy, and introduce him to the son he's never met. Along the way, however, | the Hulk-he wants them to fear him, 
she discovers a mystery that spells certain doom for not only the Legion, but for all of Earth At least, that’s what it seems like after the long- 
as well. After that, in issues ##10-¥1 I, the sentient robot species known as Robotica makes | time, science-fiction writer made an event out of the 
its way to Earth bent on wiping out mankind and spreading its technological seed across | ju just showing up in his book! Jones preferred to 
the galaxy. Also, expect the already numerous cast to grow within the next year. oases icles Dinter at i aesenceSencie a 


MICRONAUTS (Image) After a 20-year absence, the popular property returns to keep the monster inside him under control, 

‘comics in June with a bimonthly series from Devil's Due Publishing (Gi. Joe) and Image Comics. “The Jekyll and Hyde metaphor is obvious and 
From the creative team of Scott Wherle and Eric Hanson, the first issue finds unlikely hero Ryan | probably overused, but | hope we'll be able to suc- 
Archer plunged headfirst into a bizarre world full of giant robots, freaky aliens and unimagin- | cessfully navigate some of its finer nuances,” 
able technology. Archer is forced to battle for his freedom and cope with his father’s recent murder expresses Jones, who gives equal credit of the book's 
at the hands of bad guy Baron Karza's minions. But what do these aliens want with him? success to series artist John Romita Jr. “There's a 


great deal more subtlety in the relationship between 
these two, and indeed in the Hulk himself still left to 
LADY DEATH be mined. Our take is that the difference between 
man and monster is more blurred than marked. 
ebady Death A “itmay come as a surprise to some who itis that 
( < >) emerges as a man, and who a monster." 

‘And with Hulk almost doubling in sales, jumping 35, 
spots on Diamond's Top 100 list in five months, the 
Kansas-based writer looks like he’s got some serious 
heat behind him. According to the long-time indie 
scribe, he'd love to work the same magic he's worked 
on The Hulk on another Marvel icon, 


MYSTIC (CrossGen) June's issue #25 by writer Tony Bedard and artist Fabrizio 


“Td love to do a non-war Nick Fury,” reveals the 
writer. “It'd be a MAX book with a film noir flavor: Fury 
stalking shadowed cityscapes as opposed to leafy 
jungles, stories where he doesn't always win, or if 
he does, he loses something in the process. The char- 
acters are almost secondary. It's the attitude, | think, 
that counts.” mi Mc 


SUMMER JOB: Artist on Marvel's Black Widow, Cable 
and upcoming Storm project; fil-in artist on New X-Men 
‘SUMMER HEAT: With four high-profile projects in 
the works, industry iron man Igor Kordey doesn't have 
time for vacation this summer. 

On top of spending more quality time with his fam- 
ily, the Croatian-born Canadian plans on wrapping up his 
stints on New X-Men and the Black Widow mini-series. 
‘so, he's scheduled to begin work on a highly antici- 
pated hardcover project on Storm, the X-Men’s resident 
weather witch, with the legendary Chris Claremont. 

‘And of course, the 44-year-old artist has even more 
changes in store for Marvel's militant mutant when Cable 
undergoes a name change to Soldier X this July. 

“Iwill change his physical appearance even more,” 
reveals Kordey. “He'll still be Nathan Summers but I'll 
work on evolving his appearance to the warrior priest 
| originally envisioned. His look will fit more with what 
he believes in and what he’s fighting,” 

While still retaining the comic’s real-world theme, 
expect Soldier X to focus even more on the human 
condition as well. 

“We wil still touch on global issues,” explains the 
artist, “but we'd like to point out individuals-how they 
cope with all these troubles of poverty, war and chaas.” 

‘And while he’s no mutant, the adventurous Kordey 
has a found a kindred spirit of sorts in Cable, who was 
sent from the future to heal the past. 

“I've always lived an interesting life,” laughs 
Kordey. “So | understand the sort of code and disci- 
pline Cable lives in order to survive and stay sane. 
Yeah, | feel for the character. I'd gladly be in his place 
if | could.” m@ ymMeD 


Fiorentino kicks off a major new saga that will continue for the next several issues as 
series heroine Giselle sets out to finally learn what all of the magical Guilds on her world 
are really all about. Each subsequent issue takes her to a new Guild and a different land 
on the magical world of Ciress. During this time, Giselle finally starts to grow up and take 
control of her life, even as she faces a whole host of new adversaries and monstrosities. 


NEW X=IMEN otarven see story on p. 86. 


NIGHTWING (0c) jus nigowing #71 welcomes the new creative eam of Devin 
Grayson, Rick Leonardi and Jesse Delperdang. In “Something About Mary,” the first sto- 
ryarc, a gang of crooked cops and hired assassins are out to kill Bliidhaven Police Chief 
Redhorn's wife, Mary. In response, she's fled the city, and it’s up to Nightwing to protect 
her as she jet sets around Europe eluding world-class assassins who threaten to tear the 
continent apart in order to find her. 


had (Vertigo/DC) Starting in June’s #37, the series will feature six one- 
shot stories in a row by series regulars Brian Azzarello and Eduardo Risso, each spotlighting 
a different character from the series through the eyes of Agent Sheperd, the man behind 
every mission. First up is a day in the life of Dizzy Cordova, followed by a story starring Cole 
Burns returning to his old New York ‘hood. After that, expect more of the escalating war 
between Agent Graves, his Minutemen and The Trust. 


QUT THERE (citmanger/0c) From Brian Augustyn and Humberto Ramos, June's 
issue #10 finds the Out There kids searching for Mark, who's been kidnapped by a delu- 
sional father haunted by the ghost of his deceased wife. Meanwhile, Reverend Becky comes 
under suspicion from local police for dragging the kids across the southwest. July's issue 
#11 marks the return of Draedalus and the kids are reunited with their missing parents. 
From that point on, it's all-out war between the townfolks of El Dorado City and Draedalus 
and his minions which will run through the series until issue #18. 


PARADISE X carver in une, praise X #3 by Alex Ross, jim Krueger and Doug 


Braithwaite features the wedding of King Britain and Medusa, as well as a confrontation 
between the Wolverine of Earth X and the Wolverine of “Days of Future Past.” In July, 
the Paradise X Special Xen ships with Doctor Strange going to Asgard to rescue his old 
flame, Clea, from Thor, Loki and Odin. August’s Paradise X ##4 follows Reed Richards and 
Earth's remaining heroes as they seek out a replacement for Death, who was killed at the 
end of Universe X. 


THE PATH (crosscen) obo-san has defied the Emperor, who has passed a death 
sentence on his old friend. In June's issue #4 by Ron Marz and Bart Sears, Obo-san retreats 
to his monastery in the north. When he refuses to surrender, the army lays siege. While 
Obo-san and his friends are trapped, in issue #5 we learn the history of Wulf, the foreign 


giant who has pledged his loyalty to Obo-san, Meanwhile, the empire of Shinacea plots an 
invasion that culminates in a vast battle and a plague of demons in issue #6. 


PETER PARKER: SPIDER-MAN (arver weiter Pat enkins and 


regular cover artist Humberto Ramos will continue the “Return of the Green Goblin” sto- 
ryline that began in May's #44 through the summer. Unlike previous fights between the 
Goblin and Spider-Man, this time it’s different. According to Spider-Man Editor Axel 
Alonso, the Goblin’s not playing games and his goal is quite simple—the complete and utter 
destruction of Peter Parker and Spider-Man. “The Goblin’s back and he doesn't feel like 
talking,” relates Alonso. “He's going to take Spider-Man apart piece by piece.” 


POWERS (Image) From Brian Michael Bendis and Mike Avon Oeming: With the 
“Supergroup Saga” wrapped up this past May, Detective Christian Walker outs the FBI's 
involvement in the entire conspiracy, and the results have devastating effects. Going to the 
media to expose the story, Walker pretty much flushes his career down the toilet. In 
June's issue #19, readers catch up to Walker, who's now a private citizen. His former 
associate, Deena Pilgrim, now has a new partner and they don’t fare too well as a team. 


(Marvel) Garth Ennis and Steve Dillon return to Punisher with issue 
#13 in June. With their first two-part story, Ennis and Dillon take Frank Castle to South 
‘America where he must rescue a gang lord who's being held captive by guerrillas. Down 
the road, look for a guest appearance by everyone's favorite Canadian, Wolverine. Also 
expect the on-again, off-again Punisher team of Ennis and Dillon to stay on the title for at 
least six additional issues, but rumor has it they might stick around for more. 


(Oni Press) This summer, Greg Rucka’s Queen & 
Country begins shipping every month after a bimonthly run as new artist Leandro Fernandez 
jumps on. The “Crystal Ball” storyline that launched in May's #8 runs through August. 
The events of September I prompt British SIS Agent Tara Chace to travel to Cairo, 
Egypt to trail a Lebanese terrorist. However, when the CIA gets involved in the case, it 
could mean certain death for one of Chace's fellow operatives! 


ROBIN (oc) June's Robin #103 by Jon Lewis and Andrew Pepoy will pick up on a dan- 
gling arc that was hinted at in April's #101. It seems an old foe of Robin's is back on the 
scene, and Spoiler’s none too happy about it. Speaking of the Spoiler, the upcoming arc (which 
will end with August’s Robin #105) will also explore Tim and Steph’s relationship since the 
earth-shattering “Bruce Wayne: Fugitive” storyarc. And speaking of Bruce Wayne, Batman 
makes his reappearance in Tim's life in Robin #106, which means sparks are sure to fly. 


RUSE (crosscen)june's issue #9 and july’s #10 by Mark Waid and Butch Guice depie 
Simon and Emma's first direct confrontation with Malcolm Lightbourne, Simon's former 
partner—and it's a big one. Why is Lightbourne, who Simon believed dead, on the attack? 


‘SUMMER JOB: Artist on Dreamwave's Transformers: 
Generation One; draws covers for Transformers: Armada 
‘SUMMER HEAT: The 26-year-old creator is making 
big-time waves in the industry. 

Not only is Transformers: Generation One a bona 
fide mega-hit, but his Toronto-based studio, Dreamwave 
Productions, is attracting all sorts of industry atten- 
tion thanks to its ultra-hip, anime-inspired art style, 

But just because the superstar artist passed his 
Transformers test with flying colors doesn't mean he 
gets the summer off. Look for the bimonthly Generation 
One to keep on trucking this summer along with the 
debut of the all-new Transformers: Armada, which will 
boast covers by Lee, 

The Transformers convoy doesn't stop there, Look 
ut for calendars, posters, lithos, even T-shirts bran- 
dishing killer artwork of everyone's favorite robots in 
disguise, courtesy of Lee and his Dreamwave homies. 

Transformers aren't the only things on Lee's comic 
plate-he's currently collaborating on ideas with other 
publishers and will be working on one to two more 
titles in between his next Generation One mini-series. 
And while nothing is official yet, let’s just say that the 
force may be with Lee sometime in the coming year! 

But what's the toughest part about being the driv- 
ing force behind your own comic company? “Waking up 
at 7:30 to go to work,” laughs Lee. “Not used to these 
hours. . .ugh!" 

And it'll take a lot more than long hours and a 
busy schedule to knock Lee off the cloud he’s cur- 
rently riding. 

“All in all, everyone is a lot busier than before, so 
| guess that’s a good sign,” explains Lee. “It's stress- 
ful, but it’s worth it. As long as we get those books out 
on time.” i McD 


‘SUMMER JOB: Writer of CrossGen's Sojourn and 
The Path 

SUMMER HEAT: This summer, Ron Marz plans on 
writing some kick-ass stories for Sojourn and his new 
hit sword and samurai series, The Path (including a 
dream collaboration), then hit the movie theaters to 
relax and enjoy himself. 

“love to sit in a dark, crowded room with people 
| don’t know,” jokes Marz. 

But what the writer’s not joking about are two of 
the summer's biggest films: “Star Wars: Episode Il; 
Attack of the Clones” and “Spider-Man.” 

Marz didn’t exactly camp out for opening-day tickets 
like so many other hard-core fans, and he wasn't exactly 
there for both movies on their opening weekends. 

“| didn't make it to the theater on the Friday 
‘Spider-Man’ opened,” relates Marz. “I let [the hoopla] 
die down first. But! wound up seeing ‘Star Wars’ before 
‘Spider-Man’ anyway. 

“| was pretty confident going in [about how] 
‘Spider-Man’ was going to end. But ‘Episode 117 | didn’t 
know what to expect-anything could've happened!” 

Marz's other exciting project for the summer involves 
a dream collaboration he's been waiting his entire career 
for. According to the 36-year-old scribe, none other than 
the legendary Walt Simonson is penciling issue #5 of The 
Path in July, filing in for regular series artist Bart Sears. 

“Walt’s run on Thor [in the early '80s] was really 
what got me back in to comics,” remembers Marz. 
“It's always been a dream to work with him and I'm 
crafting this story to really go with his art style. It'll 
stil be samurai-action stuff but done especially to play 
to his strengths.” lm MC 


What drove him mad—and how much is Lightbourne willing to sacrifice to take Simon out? 
Ruse #1 1, drawn by fill-in penciler June Brigman, continues a plot thread introduced in issue 
#7 and dramatizes Simon's encounter with the Consortium of Aggrieved Manservants— 
a villain team of all the butlers Simon's put away over the years. 


(CrossGen) In june’s issue #12, by Ron Marz and Greg Land, Arwyn 
and Gareth attempt to pick up the pieces from their failed attempt to destroy Mordath, 
coming to the conclusion that only the completion of the quest will succeed in disposing 
of him, Unfortunately, the mysterious Neven decides Arwyn is no longer fit to carry out 
the quest. Issue #13 is devoted to a tale of Bohr, the troll who leads the pursuit of Arwyn, 
as he returns to his homeland for a duty that ends in murder. Issue #14 begins the next 
major arc as the action moves south to Ankhara, home to the winged people. 


(Marvel) See story on p. 82. 


SPIDER-MAN: BLUE (Marvel Knights/Marvel) With the Green Goblin 


defeated, Peter Parker takes another look at his best friend Harry Osborn’s new friend, 
Gwen Stacy, as this sissue limited series continues during the summer. According to writer 
Jeph Loeb, who's teamed up once again with artist Tim Sale (Daredevil: Yellow), look for 
classic Spidey villains the Rhino, the Vulture and Kraven to show up in later issues. But the 
real theme behind this series isn’t Spider-Man's Rogues Gallery—it's a girl. “A lot of peo- 
ple forget there was 2 Gwen Stacy—we want this story to remind them she’s an important 
part of Spider-Man's history,” points out Loeb. 


SPIDER-MAN’S TANGLED WEB warven june'sissue #15, “The 


Collaborator,” is written and drawn by indie-creator Paul Pope and is about a young girl 
who finds out her father has skeletons. ..er...exoskeletons in his closet. In July, a two-part 
story begins by writer Daniel Way and artist Leo Fernandez called “Back on the Block.” 
The story features Tombstone, the albino gangster, who has a heart attack during a bank 
robbery. He survives and is eventually sent to prison. Soon, Tombstone attempts a jail- 
break, as he realizes that owning the street doesn’t carry over into the Big House. 


(Dark Horse) Fans of the classic Marvel Star Wars series 
will definitely wanna check out Dark Horse's Classic Star Wars: A Long Time Ago... reprint 
collections of the classic '70s series. The first volume ships in June. Also shipping in June is 
Star Wars Tales #12, which includes all-new short stories by jimmy Palmiotti, Kevin Rubio and 
John McCrea. Kicking off in July is an all-new Star Wars: Infinities mini-series, this time asking 
the question, “What if Luke Skywalker died on Hoth instead of being rescued?” 


(DC) The deal Lois made with Lex Luthor comes to 
the forefront during a storyarc: that ends in June's Superman #183, which also marks the 


SPIDER-MAN: BLUE SUPERMAN 


end of Jeph Loeb and Ed McGuinness’ run. Geoff Johns and Pascual Ferry step in for a two- 
issue stint on the title, which takes Supes from Krypton (as part of the title-wide crossover, 
“Return to Krypton II") to, of all places, a Metropolis little league game. Meanwhile, in 
Adventures of Superman, the truth about the Superbaby is revealed in June's issue #605 and 
the Fortress of Solitude begins to grow so large, it threatens to engulf Metropolis. And in 
June's Action Comics #792, when a newsstand owner mysteriously disappears, it's up to Clark 
Kent to play detective and find him—without using his Superman powers! 


THOR (marvet tustraced entirely in full, splash-page images, June’s Thor #50 by 
writer Dan Jurgens and penciler Tom Raney promises to be a story no fan will ever for- 
get. After the Thunder God's conflict with Desek, Slayer of Gods, Thor makes a decision 
so huge no one on Asgard or on Earth is ready for it. For the rest of the summer, look 
for the fallout of what Thor does in issue #50 to be the focus of the title, featuring cameos 
by Spider-Man and a few surprise Marvel heroes. 


TRANSFORMERS BOOKS oreamvave) in june's Generation One #8 


by Chris Sarracini and Pat Lee, Megatron reunites with his minions and reveals the details 
behind his latest scheme, which promises to leave Earth in ruins. Meanwhile, there's dis- 
sention among the Autobot ranks, as several of Optimus Prime's troops begin to question 
their loyalty to their noble leader’s cause. Then, in July, Armada debuts from Sarracini and 
James Raiz. An all-new, reimagined Optimus Prime leads a team of Autobots to Earth in 
pursuit of the villainous Megatron and his evil Decepticons. 


(Marvel) Beginning with June's issue #6 by Mark Millar and 
Bryan Hitch, the team’s lapping up the public adoration after taking down the Hulk. They're : 
feted from coast to coast and admired by millions, but all isn't well at home. As the sum- | SUMMER JOB: DC's Green Arrow 
mer rolls on, Giant Man begins to resent everyone because his ego is hurt. What's worse, | SUMMER HEAT: Brad Meltzer’s a man of extremes. 
his wife’s starting to get the hots for Captain America and is Thor really trying to smug- On the one hand, when it comes to talking about 
gle dope past the security people outside the team headquarters? his plans for Green Arrow when he takes over for Kevin 

ae Smith with July's issue #16, the lawyer and best-selling 

Sinsrythebepitis Mecandtansiesaf sioner cits oryhesevanyeags || Sh aaa nee eT 
ending,” explains writer Brian Michael Bendis. “It's not the fun-loving stories we've been My sous prety rable te eae 
getting. Something very bad happens.” As summer ends, look for Harry Osborn to return | “mes as a kick-in-the-teeth surprise,” offers Meltzer, 
and Gwen Stacy to play a bigger role in Peter Parker's life. “Everyone's been set up now,” | Who joins artist Phil Hester on the series. “When | was 
continues Bendis. “Now it’s time to throw them all into the fray.” Down the road, look | offered the job, | told DC | wanted to affect the character, 
for an all-new original villain designed by series artist Mark Bagley to debut, Ultimate | and wouldn't do a ‘illain of the week-type thing” 
‘Chameleon to show up and an appearance by Ultimate Venom in October. However, Meltzer did drop some teasers about a 


ULTIMATE X-MEN ¢earver une'sssue #19 wraps up the four-part “World | '2™ surprises Thal be popping up in Green 


Tour" arc and leaves the X-Men absolutely shattered. One ofthe team is murdered, che | AT@wS-aka, Ole Queen's-Kfe, 
Professor is emotionally crippled and a fan-favorite character is forced to leave the book Kevin [Smith] did a great job of tling us how 
[Ollie] came back to life, but now | want to poke at 


ULTIMATE X-MEN the consequences of that,” hints Meltzer, who counts 
Green Arrow as one of his all-time favorite 
characters. “The consequences, as they unravel, 
reveal his ties to a pretty big and classic DC hero 
who'll show up, as well as an insight to his past.” 

‘On the other hand, when it comes to talking 
about which titles he’s looking forward to reading 
this summer, Mettzer’s extremely talkative. 

“Bruce Jones on /ncredible Hulk is certainly one 
of the best books going right now,” says Meltzer. “I 
love JSA because I'm a nostalgia freak, and Geoff 
Johns writing JLA/JSA is going to be great. | also 
love [Brian Michael] Bendis’ Alias. Of all his titles, 
that’s the one | look forward to most.” 

So with an upcoming stint on Green Arrow that's 
sure to get fans talking, and a list of books to look 
forward to, it looks like summer's going to be an 
extremely good one for Meltzer. im CASEY SEAS 


JOHN 
ROMITA JR. 


SUMMER JOB: Artist on Marvel's Hulk and Amazing 
Spider-Man 

‘SUMMER HEAT: If you like John Romita Jr.'s Amazing 
Spider-Man, the artist has one thing to tell you: The best 
is yet to come, 

“| don't think personally this is the best work of my 
career,” shrugs the veteran of 26 years in the biz as well 
as the son of famed Spider-Man artist John Romita 
Sr. “I think | have better stuff in me, But maybe because 
of the combination of the writing [of Amazing scribe 
J. Michael Straczynski] and the art, it could be seen 
that way by fans, The total package of Spider-Man 
Fight now might be the best I've done in a while.” 

According to the 46-year-old artist, Straczynski, 
who's known as being very demanding on the artists 
he works with, has loosened the leash and really let 
Romita take a hand in the pacing of the book. 

“I'm getting a nice combination between a plot 
and a full-script,” admits Romita. “Now that we've been 
working together for a little over a year, he’s been 
respecting and appreciating what | do and he leaves 
me a lot of room to adjust things.” 

In May, Romita actually took his trade to New York 
City’s Times Square, charging $25 per Spider-Man sketch 
to raise money for his niece, who suffers from brain can- 
cer. Although the total funds raised were still being 
calculated as of press time, Romita says he hopes to have 
raised about $100,000. 

“This is something for family,” says JR Jr. “That's 
the most important thing. We're hoping the charity money 
we raised can help get her more treatment. The more 
treatments she gets the closer she gets to remission-the 
‘most important thing is helping my niece.” mi MC 


under the worst possible circumstances. “Despite all this, it’s actually a pretty good laugh, 
too in places,” adds writer Mark Millar. The Jean Grey/Wolverine relationship is explored 
further, and could there be another love triangle forming between Iceman, Storm and the 
Beast? Down the road, Millar and Ultimate X-Men artist Adam Kubert have two words for 
you: Ultimate Phoenix. 


UNCANNY X-MEN arven 


See story on p. 86. 


(Dark Horse) The conclusion to the “Crows” stor- 
yarc hits with July's issue #59. Usagi’s sensei, Katsuichi, fights his lifelong rival, Koji, in 
a duel to the death, but first the two sworn enemies must join forces to save a farm- 
ing village from a gang of bandits. Luckily, Usagi shows up with a rather unlikely 
cavalry—a murder of crows! Following that, the series begins an eight-issue storyarc 
where Usagi and his illegitimate son, Jotaro, travel the countryside together. Titled 
“Father and Son,” this arc serves as the first set of experiences in which Usagi influ- 
ences Jotaro as a father. 


(Harris) June’s issue #10 finds Vampirella tying up some of 
the loose ends from her traveling circus adventure. In July's #11, a new arc called “The 
Wilding Sanction” by the regular team of writer John Smith and artist Mike Mayhew 
sees our heroine closing in on her mysterious stalker and embarking on a seek and 
destroy mission. That leads her into #12 and a trip to Hong Kong, where her and The 
World’s End Circus must triumph over a race of hybrid vampires with a mysterious 
connection to Vampirella! 


WAY OF THE RAT (crossceny Beginning in une’ isue #2 by Chuck Dixon 


and Drew Johnson, Boon Sai Hong begins to regret the day he ever started talking to his 
monkey. He finds out one of the reasons half of the Empire wants him dead is for some- 
thing he didn't even steal! And he'd better find out what the hell itis before Judge Xain, 
the Silken Ghost, Tiger Mah or the Great Bhuto Khan can get their hands on him. Things 
don't get much better when the Khan rolls out a cannon called The Mouth of God and 
threatens to blast the city of Zhumar into a landfill in issue #4. 


WITCHBLADE (Top Cow/Image) From David Wohl and Francis Manapul: 


Tensions begin to swell as Sara and Joe Siry play cat and mouse over the secrets sur- 
rounding the death of her father. Meanwhile, Sara's rival, lan Nottingham, finds himself in 
cover his head as his weapon continues to consume more of his body and soul. But it’s not 
all bad for Sara, who finds 2 new love interest this summer. Unfortunately, neither the 
Witchblade nor her partner, Jake, seems exactly thrilled about the object of her affection. 
Also, look for June's Witchblade: Obakemono, which follows an ancient Japanese Witchblade 
wielder named Shiori. 


VAMPIRELLA WITCHBLADE 


(Marvel) June begins with two issues of Wolverine (#178-#179) by 
the guest creative team of writer Matt Nixon and artist Dan Fraga, which will see the 
Canadian superteam Alpha Flight return to the pages of the title. In August's #180, regu- 
lar writer Frank Tieri and penciler Sean Chen return with a guest spot by Omega Red, who 
hooks up with Wolverine in Russia. Also, look for Alpha Flight to become regular guests 
in the title as well as the Hulk to show up in issue #181 to commemorate Wolverine’s 
first appearance in Hulk (vol. 1) #181. 


(DC) Phil Jimenez’s rejuvenating run on Wonder Woman 
continues in June's #182. The Amazon Princess leads the factions of Skartaris, land of the 
Warlord, into the city of Shamballa for an all-out brawl with Villainy, Inc. The battle comes 
to a climax in the following issue (July's #183), where Wonder Woman discovers the 
true mastermind behind the takeover of the lost world. After that, she just wants to go 
home and get some rest, but after a glitch in a time displacement process, ends up com- 
ing face-to-face with herself in World War Il. “How can you go wrong with a story 
including time travel, Nazis and dinosaurs?” questions Editor Eddie Berganza. 


WONDER WOMAN/BATMAN: THE HIKETEIA (0c) june 


sees the long-awaited release of writer Greg Rucka and artist J.G. Jones’ Wonder 
Woman/Batman hardcover, The Hiketela. According to Rucka, the 96-page book revolves 
around a young woman who uses the “Hiketeia” ceremony to bond Wonder Woman to 
her as the young Woman's protector. Problems arise, though when Batman shows up to 
take the girl into custody for murder. If Wonder Woman doesn’t fulfill her duty as a pro- 
tector, the girl dies, but if the Amazon Princess succeeds, a murderer might go free. It's 
a Catch-22 situation that no one can win. SUMMER JOB: Writer of Marvel's Fantastic Four and 
CrossGen's Ruse 

‘SUMMER HEAT: Mark Waid never wanted to write 
Fantastic Four. 

“{lt] was about 652nd on my list of books | wanted 
to write,” chuckles Waid. “It never occurred to me to 
write the FF-ever!” 

But then Waid had an idea inspired by something 
Fantastic Four creators Stan Lee and Jack Kirby always 
said~try something new. 

“When | realized how cool these characters could 
be, this project became the biggest story of my life,” 
exclaims Waid. “Jack Kirby used to always say, ‘Do 
what you do, not what | do.’ My take will be to do 
something new and different in every issue-stuff that’s 
never been tried before.” 

Waid's first crack will be August's Fantastic Four 
WONDER WOMAN X-FORGE #60, which'l cost fans only nine cents-the cheapest 
the FF has ever been since the series launched at a 
dime in 1961. 

“The trick with my first issue was to make it a 
genuine primer on the FF,” explains Waid. “There’s a 
lot you have to know about the team. | think | found a 
way to build a story around their history and the pay- 
off is you learn something about Reed Richards and the 
FF you never knew. It's something big, too.” 

Of course, the Florida-based scribe has got plans 
for the team’s No. 1 villain, as well. 

“Doctor Doom’s definitely coming,” teases Waid, 
referring to the metal-masked madman who would 
love nothing more than to destroy Richards and his 
crew. “But he'll be very different. He'll literally look 
different thanks to [series artist] Mike Wieringo. He 
won't be the Doom people expect.” mi MC 


X-FORCE (Marvel) June’s issue #129 by Peter Milligan and fill-in artist Duncan 
Fegredo sees the series come to an end as the team copes with a major death of a col- 
league from May's issue. In addition, the group must deal with losing the copyright on 
their name. In July though, Milligan and regular X-Force artist Mike Allred launch Giant 
Size X-Statix #1, which begins a new ongoing series with the same look, feel and vibe that's 
made X-Force one of the industry's most surprising hits. As X-Statix launches, expect new 
faces on the team and new rivals who will challenge their market share of superhero 
celebrity. 


(Marvel) Writer Chris Claremont and artist Salvador 
Larroca wrap up the “Invasion from Dimension X” story with issues #14 and #15 in June 
and July. After that, look for there to be major fallout for the characters in X-Treme and 
a few single-issue stories to follow to get back to the more personal, character-driven tales 
Claremont’s become famous for. Also, look for at least one of the team’s members to get 
a change in their powers as the book heads into fall. Way down the road, fans can expect 
a crossover between X-Treme and Uncanny X-Men. 


AMERICAN GENTURY (vertigo/pc) 
In June's #16, Harry Kraft’s trip to France 
changes his life forever when he double- 
crosses his new friends and a French 
museum displays the paintings he stole! 


(Image) From 
Powers artist Michael Avon Oeming comes 
this bimonthly mini-series (#2 ships June) 
about a killer who is led through the Yakuza 
underworld to learn the truth about the 
school that trained him. 


(WildStorm/DC) In June, 
‘WildStorm unveils an all-new, six-issue mini- 
series starring a character fans of The 
Establishment may recognize: Maggie Sun. 
Maggie faces the Demon Lord Azuras, who 
threatens to destroy Hong Kong. 


BLACK WIDOW: PALE LITTLE SPIDER 
(MAX/Marvel) In the last installment of this 
three-issue mini-series (June), the second Black 
Widow, Yelena Belova, gets to the bottom 
of who killed her S&M-crazed mentor. 


BLADE OF THE IMMORTAL (ork 


Horse) The summer closes out the current 
“Beast” storyline, in which Hyakurin endures 
her torture at the hands of the Itto-ryu. But the 
mysterious Giichi will soon come to her aid. 


(Cartoon Books) It's the showdown 
that Bone fans have been waiting for! This sum- 
mer, the entire cast converges in the ancient 
city of Atheia, which means the Hooded One 
and his Rat Creatures aren't far behind! 


(Marvel) July's #107 ends the 
Cable series as Soldier X launches in August, 
a new series taking its place. Soldier X picks 
up two years after the end of Cable #107. 


BASTARD SAMURAI 


GAGE (max/Marvel) “The finale to this 
story shows how Luke Cage can do a good 
deed, come out on top and get some loot,” 
says Editor Axel Alonso of the two remain- 
ing issues that ship this summer. 


CAPTAIN MARVEL (Marvet) in June's 
issue #433, Captain Marvel squares off against 
Magus. Then, Rick Jones and Marlo face an 
unexpected danger while Moondragon faces 
her most dreaded nightmare. Series 
relaunches in September. 


(Aardvark-Vanaheim) 
T-minus 21 issues and counting until the end 
of the series (March 2004). In June's #279, 
Cerebus relaxes in a story called “Pretty 
Flowers, Pretty Sunsets.” 


(Chaos!) Chaos’ vampire-slay- 
ing hottie gets a new origin thanks to this 
June’s “Re-imagined” event. In 1854, a young 
girl named Purity finds herself reawakened as 
a tool of vengeance against Viad the Impaler. 


CODENAME: KNOCKOUT (vertigo 
DC) July's #15 begins “Amok in America,” 
where more of Angela's secrets are 
revealed. Writer Ed Benes and artist Alex 
Lei take over the book with this arc. 


DARKMINDS (vreamvwave) 
Desperate to find Nagawa, her former 
partner, cyborg cop Nakiko turns the 
futuristic city of Macropolis upside down. 
But does Nagawa even want to be found? 


(Marvel) Last owo issues ship 
this summer. Daily Bugle reporter Kat Farrell 
digs deeper into the dark side of the Marvel 
Universe and uncovers a story so big it'll 
either kill her or make her a star journalist. 


CODENAME: KNOCKOUT 


(DC) Cliff Steele, aka. 
Robotman, is no stranger to losing his 
mind. However, after the events in June's 
issue #9, he just may lose his marbles for 
fone final time. 


THE DWELLING (Black Label 
Graphies/Chaos!) In a sleepy Arizona 
‘town, two social outcasts awaken an ancient 
evil that feeds on its victim's fears. This one- 
shot debuts in july and promises terror in the 
same vein as your favorite horror movies. 


ELEKTRA (marvel Knights/Marvel) 
June's issue #11 begins the “Introspect” sto- 
ryline that'll run through the summer in 
which Elektra encounters a foe who's found 
‘a way to shut her down for good. 


THE FATE OF THE BLADE (Dreanwerve) 
Mya, a custom-cultivated wife who, after hav- 
ing formed an intense spiritual relationship with 
an ancient Japanese sword, tours the seedy 
side of a futuristic LA. underworld on a mis- 
sion to avenge the death of her lesbian lover. 


(Vertigo/DC) While DC 
has decided to keep details about Grant 
Morrison's new maxi-series under wraps, 
they did promise fans “a heady brew of big 
ideas, exotic locales and bizarre action.” 


(CrossGen) In summer, 
Trenin is on a hunt for Tulity’s son, Seahn. 
Also, the pressure builds in House Dexter 
now that Pyrem's daughter has come to 
stay—can her mother be far behind? 


GREEN LANTERN (pc) June's issue 


#ISI finds Green Lantern with a new out- 
look on his duties. However, the 
self-reflection won't last long, as an infec- 
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tious madness ravages New York City, and 
a former GL is its first victim. 


HARLEY QUINN (0c) in June's issue 
#21, Harley tries to escape from the 
demonic prison she's currently being held 
captive in, so she enlists help from some 
rather unlikely sources. 


(Comicraft) This July, Joe 
Casey (Adventures of Superman) and Joe 
Ladronn bring a story about half-human, half- 
animal mutations. 


(Oni Press) It's an all-new storyarc about 
love and the law starring the First Family of 
Punk Rock, the Hopeless Savage family! Issue 
#1 of the four-part mini-series ships in June. 


IMAGE INTRODUCES: RED MUNDI 
(Image) In August, Shrunken Head Studios 
debuts their tale set in a 1933 Paris where 
magic is reality and the Church enforces its 
will with an iron fist. 


JUST A PILGRIM: GARDEN OF EDEN 
(Black Bull) June marks the conclusion of 
Garth Ennis’ post-apocalyptic tale. The hor- 
rible truth about the Sliders is revealed and 
the fates of Maggie, Christine and the Pilgrim 
himself are sealed. 


(De) 
Stan teams up with the legendary Walt 
Simonson in June’s Just Imagine... Sandman. 
‘Also, be sure to check out the Just Imagine... 
trade paperback, containing the first four 
Just Imagine. .. books. 


(mage) This July, 
look for an all-new, 48-page #13, as well as a 
series of hardcover collections of the original 
IZissues. After issue #15, expect the series to 
continue as a series of annual hardcover books. 


LEAGUE OF EXTRAORDINARY 
GENTLEMEN fl 


HIP FLASK 


HOPELESS SAVAGES 


Taking place immediately after the events of 
writer Alan Moore and artist Kevin O'Neill's 
original series, the League must stop Martians 
from invading London in 1898. 


LIBERTY MEADOWS (image) Frank 


Cho's cult hit award-winning indie series 
makes its Image debut this July via a trade 
paperback collecting all the strips printed in 
issues #1-9. After that, look for an all-new 
issue #27 to follow in August. 


MARVEL MANGAVERSE (marven 


Marvel's anime-inspired alternate reality 
gets downright mystical this summer 
when Earth's sorcerer supreme Doctor 
Strange goes toe-to-toe with the dreaded 
Doctor Doom. 


(CrossGen) June's issue 
#25 gives fans a big battle between Sephie 
and Ilahn, while the next ish focuses on 
the aftermath. In #27, guest penciler June 
Brigman shows what happens when 
Sephie faces off against the business lead- 
ers of Cadador! 


(Marvel) The mini-series 
wraps up in July. Desperate and fearful, 
the Morlocks have banned together to 
survive. “This won't end the way anyone 
expects,” says writer Geoff Johns 
“There's a cool secret that will definitely 
f--= everyone up.” 


NOBLE GAUSES (image) widow Liz 


Donnelly-Noble finally comes face to face 
with her husband's killer. Unfortunately, it's 
a face she remembers all too well. Even 
more superhuman angst and drama just in 
time for summer. 


OH MY GODDESS! (vark Horse) 


Expect the “Learning to Love” arc to end 
in August, where “Welcome Girl” fends off 
the amorous advances of Banpei with flying 
fists of steel. After that, expect more adven- 
tures with Keichi and Skuld. 
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(DC) Paul Pope (Heavy Liquid) 
returns to Vertigo with an all new, five-issue 
mini-series starting in June. 100% follows 
the romantic exploits of three couples in 
neo-Manhattan. 


(Oni Press) It's the third annual 
special, featuring short stories by Warren 
Ellis, Team Red Star, a preview of Deep 
Sleeper (Phil Hester and Mike Huddleston's 
follow-up to last year’s The Coffin) and much 
more! Ships July. 


POWER COMPANY (00) in jus issue 
#6, Green Arrow makes an appearance dur- 
ing a flashback story. August's #7 will be 
drawn by previous JSA penciler Steve 
Sadowski, and he'll bring with him a classic 
JSA villain to give the PC some grief. 


THE PRO (image) This 56-page color 
one-shot from Garth Ennis follows the 
adventures of a chain-smoking, foul-mouthed 
prostitute who just happens to have super- 
human powers. The fun starts this 
July—clothing optional, 


(ABC/WildStorm/DC) 
In June's #21, Promethea and Barbara reach 
the highest female level on the Tree of Life, 
a black sphere called Binah. Here, Sophie 
Jearns something important both about her- 
self and about Promethea. 


(Chaos!) The fang-bear- 
ing femme fatale may find herself burned 
at the stake during the Salem witch trials 
in June's Purgatori: Re-Imagined #1. Fans 
looking for more blood-sucking action 
should try and sink their teeth into 
Purgatori/Oblivia #1 in August. 


ROUTE 666 (crosscen) New series 
kicks off in June. A horrible tragedy befalls 
the title’s young heroine, Cassie 
Starkweather—and things just get more and 
more twisted from there. 
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SAVAGE DRAGON (image) june’s land- 


mark, quadruple-sized 100th issue 
by Erik Larsen marks the second Image 
series to reach the century mark and will 
include tributes from such industry greats 
as Art Adams, Bruce Timm and Bill 
Sienkiewicz. 


(CrossGen) June's issue #25 sees 
the war between the Ravens and Herons 
decided. Those events set the stage for a 
new status quo, which is examined in #26. 
And in #27, Ethan is the target of an assas- 
sination attempt. 


(Dreamwave) In order to 
thwart the impending assassination of the 
‘emperor, young, brash swordsman Aldaran 
attempts to enlist the battle-savvy mercs of 
Shidima's underworld. Unfortunately, they 
ain't buyin’. 


SIGIL (Crosscen) in june’s #25, a Saurian 
boy attempts to bust a bunch of prisoners 
‘out. In #26 and #27, Sam is torn between 
saving the homeworld or opening a can of 
whupass on the whole Saurian empire 


THE SIMPSONS COMICS (Bongo 
Comics) In June's #71, Sideshow Bob's 
nefarious brother, Sideshow Cecil, returns 
to Springfield to do what his sibling could 
never accomplish—kill Bart Simpson! 


(Oni Press) The case 
of a serial killer who's hit the road heats 
up as the authorities continue to track 
him—but how do you catch a killer who 
has the uncanny ability to jump from body 
to body? 


(Marvel) June/July's 
issues #48-#49 see Peter Parker re-don his 
Spider-Man costume and swing back into 
action. Then, issue #50 reveals what hap- 
pened in the final battle between Spider-Man 
and the Green Goblin. 


SPIDER-MAN: QUALITY OF LIFE 
(Marvel) This all-CGI comic is written by Greg 
Rucka. Furious that red tape is hampering his 
wife's treatment, the Lizard goes on a venge- 
ful rampage and Spidey tries to stop him. 


STATIC X (chaos) This July-debuting 
series chronicles a future where mankind 
has been transformed into cybernetic drones 
and only the nu-metal rockers can save it. 
Bonus: Static X will include a CD featuring 
the single “This Is Not!” 


(Image) Image shows its patriotic colors 
this July with this new, four-issue mini-series. 
Also, look for a TPB of Keith Giffen’s Super 
Patriot: Liberty & Justice mini-series featuring 
an all-new Dave Johnson cover. 


(Dark Horse) This sum- 
mer, Dark Horse kicks off Darkk World: The 
Alpha Tenth, an all new, four-part mini-series 
by Tony Daniel set 50 years before the 
events in The Tenth. 


THUNDERBOLTS (marvel in 


June, Thunderbolts goes biweekly as the title 
splits into two separate storylines. Even- 
numbered issues track Zemo and the other 
core characters on counter-Earth, while the 
odd-numbered issues follow Hawkeye and 
his team as they run from the law. 


TETANS (0c) Tom Peyer (The Authority) 
takes over writing responsibilities on Titans 
as of June's #42. The Titans are faced with 
a world where chemicals control the lives of 
the planet's populace, and it’s up them to 
break the addiction. 


(Top Cow/Image) This 
summer, after a trip to a chain of alien 
worlds, Lara Croft returns with a thousand- 
year-old beau. Then she goes after a villain 
who's stolen an ancient spear with the 
power to open up the underworld. 


TOMB RAIDER 
i] 


TRANSMETROPOLITAN 


TRANSMETROPOLITAN (vertige/oc) 


In June's issue #57, President Gary “The 
Smiler” Callahan dectares martial law, and the 
only person who can stop him is Spider 
Jerusalem—f only he didn’t have that debili- 
tating brain disorder. (Series ends with 
September's #60.) 


UNIVERSE crop cow/tmage) June's 
special double-sized issue finds Tom Judge, 
mankind’s unlikely savior, thrown for a loop 
when he realizes angels may be just as rep- 
rehensible as their demonic counterparts. 


(Anarchy Studios/Harris) This 
summer, the “Serpent's Kiss” storyline sees 
Vampi reeling from being betrayed by her 
best friend and learning of her vampire pow- 
ers. Now she must travel to Mexico to learn 
more about her origins. 


WARLANDS: AGE OF ICE 
(Dreamwave) This summer, after narrowly 
‘escaping Aragon’s minions, our heroes find 
themselves pitted against an army of demons 
who ain't too keen on the group's plan to 
free the Warlands from its icy curse. 


YON: LEGEND OF THE MONKEY KING 


(Anarchy Studios/Harris) A powerful 
warrior named Xin accidentally unleashes 
great evil on the world, so it’s up to him 
and a band of ragtag warriors to track it 
down across the globe and recapture it. 
New series from Vampi artist Kevin Lau. 


(DC) The fans have 
spoken, and in June's issue #46, a new team 
leader is chosen based on a reader poll 
After that, look for a three-part storyarc 
which finds YJ behind enemy lines in search 
of Empress’ father. 


With reporting by Mike Cotton, James 
MeDonough, jim McLauchlin, Casey Seijas 
and Andy Serwin. Let's give them a hand, 
Okay, that's enough 
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Director Ang Lee taps the dark 


jot even evil spirits can stand in director Ang Lee's 
N- when it’s time to get down to business. 

Late in March, on the first day of shooting for 
Universal's “Hulk” feature film, Lee held a private religious cer- 
emony to “cleanse the set of bad spirits. 

But evil spirits aren't the only entities 
being kept away from the 
set—Lee’s maintaining 

a closed set throughout 

shooting, although 

he did talk a 


Vlarvel’s Green Goliath 


about “Hulk” at a recent press junket that officially kicked 
off the movie. 

“The Hulk is the first Marvel character that's a mixture of 
monster and superhero, and we want him to remain that way,” 
said the Academy Award-winning director of “Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon.” “Ihope it'll be something you've never seen 
before. One of my biggest goals is the mixing of the art of drama 
with the special effects. I had a taste of this a few years ago on 
‘Crouching Tiger,’ now I'm here to try the Hollywood version.” 

Despite the hush-hush atmosphere, Wizard has obtained 
exclusive information from “Hulk” screenwriter 
and co-producer James Schamus, who has firsthand 
information on what Lee has in store for what's certain to be 
another Marvel Films blockbuster. 

“The great thing about ‘The Hulk’ is that it's a way for 

Ang to enter into big, summer-action Hollywood 
filmmaking, in a genre that allows him to do all the emo- 
tional, mythic, spiritual stuff he likes to do," explained 
Schamus. “More importantly, Ang understands that the 
Hulk isn't simply a monster, but that everyone has a bit 
of the Hulk in them, and there is something very enjoy- 

able, very empowering in experiencing ‘Hulkness." 
What's widely known so far about “Hulk” has made 
the upcoming film the talk of Hollywood; most notably, 
the stellar cast of Academy Award winners and screen 
‘veterans alike whom Lee personally chose. For some, 
like recent Oscar winner Jennifer Connelly (""A Beautiful 
Mind”), the choice to be a part of the film had noth- 

ing to do with a secret love of comics. 

“I wanted to take on the role [of Betty Ross] 
because of [Lee]; I think that he’s enormously tal- 
ented,” related Connelly. “When I first watched 

‘The Ice Storm,’ I sat in that movie theater for 15 
minutes afterwards, just sitting and thinking and 
feeling and reeling. He has an intelligence, a moral- 
ity and a bravery to him.” 

For others, like seasoned film star Sam Elliott 
(“Tombstone”) who will take on the role of Betty’s 

father, General Thaddeus “Thunderbolt” Ross, Lee 

took the initiative and personally contacted the stars. 

“Ang called me and said, ‘I liked you in ‘The Con- 

‘tender,’ and I want you,”” said Elliott. "Those are magic 
‘words. Great to hear after 32 years in this game. 
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As for the film's lead, Eric Bana (“Blackhawk Down") says 
his desire to play the Green Goliath stems from wanting to tap 
into the Hulk's inner turmoil. 

“The thing that attracted me to the character of the Hulk is 
that he’s a reluctant superhero,” noted Bana. “Superman goes 
into a phone booth by choice and Batman goes into his cave, 
but really, the Hulk has no control over being the Hulk. That's 
an interesting angle and quirky to work on as an actor.” 

But while Bana will get top billing as the lead actor, the 
true star of “Hulk” will definitely be the special effects, 
especially when a scrawny Dr. Bruce Banner transforms into 
a menacing green monster. With special effects supplied by 
the Academy Award-winning Industrial Light & Magic (LM), 
fans can expect blockbuster visuals. Rumor has it that ILM 
worked out test footage of the Hulk smashing up jets and San 
Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge, which makes sense since all 
the location shooting for “Hulk” will be done in San Francisco, 
Berkeley and Treasure Island, a former naval base located in 
San Francisco Bay under the Bay Bridge. 

“One of the great things about where the technology has 
taken us is that, for the first time in the history of these kinds of 
characters, the same actor plays both Bruce Banner and the 
Hulk,” said Schamus. “When you'd watch the old TV show, there 
was Bill Bixby and Lou Ferrigno, But when you go to see the 


“Spider-Man” has only been in theaters for a month, but it's never too 
early to talk sequels-just ask director Sam Raimi. 
“Sony has asked me to direct #2 and 
I've signed on to do it,” said Raimi of the 
sequel, planned to begin filming in January 
or February of 2003. “I'm not technically 
working on it yet. [Marvel Films President 
and ‘Spider-Man’ Producer] Avi Arad put 
a page of ideas in front of me but | haven't 


even read it through.” 
Miles Millar and Al Gough, the creators 
behind the WB's hit young Superman drama 


“Smallville,” have been tapped to write the 
sequel, a decision Raimi says he wasn't 
involved with but is very excited about. 

“| didn't chose [Gough and Millar] to 
work on the sequel but it was put to me, 
‘Do you like these guys?’ And | said, 
‘Absolutely, | do,” revealed Raimi, “I think 
if | didn't like them they wouldn't have been brought aboard. They're 
doing fantastic work on [‘Smallville’].” 


TOBEY MAGUIRE (AS SPIDER-! eeu ‘AND | feta DUNST 


‘SAM ELLIOTT 


movie, there’s one guy who is both Bruce Banner and the Hulk.” 

While details about the actual story remain the stuff of 
Internet speculation, Schamus is quick to drop hints as to 
what he and Lee have in store for Marvel's newest misun- 
derstood movie star. 

“Unlike a lot of superheroes, the Hulk is both a super- 
hero and a monster,” said Schamus. “That combination is 
the challenge of ‘Hulk,’ but it’s also what makes it so attrac- 
tive. We live now in a world that is far more dangerous 
then we only recently thought it was, and the film speaks 
to those fears.” Ill CASEY SEUIAS & JIM McLAUCHLIN 


And while Spidey leading man Tobey Maguire said he was sworn 
to secrecy on any details of the upcoming sequel, planned 
tentatively for a summer 2004 
release, his co-star Kirsten Dunst 
revealed there will be major 
changes in Peter Parker and Mary 
| Jane Watson's relationship. 
“There will always be that 
dynamic between Peter and her with 
the love story, you know, keeping 
- them apart,” said Dunst. “They're 
* going to bring in another girl | think, 
| which I'm really happy about. | think 
| they might bring in the Black Cat or 
| something, | don't know for sure, | 
| thin Tl have a new boyfriend and 
| Tobey will have a girfriend; it will 
| be awkward and weird, She's more 
of a woman and he's more of a man. 
It'll be interesting to see Spider-Man grown up as an adult in the next 
film and the third one if we get there.” ml MIKE COTTON 
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THE (DARE)DEVIL YOU KNOW 


he “Daredevil” movie itself may not open until 
2003, but Wizard knows how it will open up. 

Director Mark Steven Johnson and 20th Century Fox 
have given Wizard readers a look at the opening image 
to the film, which stars Ben Affleck as Daredevil, Mar- 
vel Comics’ lawyer-by-day and crimefighter-by-night. 

“From the moment we meet Daredevil, he’s in 
bad shape, bleeding to death,” Johnson revealed. 
“Our story is then told in flashback to reveal how 
and why he got to this point. I love the idea of open- [J 
ing a movie with the hero in dire straits. like a hero 
that you have to care about, because you know he 
is not infallible or invincible. 

Johnson, a diehard comic fan, even tossed former 
Daredevil writer—and “Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back" 
director—Kevin Smith into the film. Smith did a cameo 


as a character named “Jack Kirby” (a nod to the great artist : 


who helped co-create the Marvel Universe with Stan Lee), a 


forensics worker who drops a tip on reporter Ben Urich about : 


. (*ahem*) a certain billy club found at a crime scene. “Kevin 


was awesome,” Johnson laughed. “Really funny and quick, : 


a much different character than Silent Bob, 

Smith, who estimated his on-screen time would be 
“Jess than a minute,” did just fine on the other side of the 
camera, “The director's word is law, as it's the director's 
vision everyone on the set is there to serve,” Smith said. 
“That's how I like to be treated on my sets, so it was 
only natural to extend the same courtesy to Mark on his. 
Thankfully, he’s a nice guy, so it wasn’t like I was deal- 
ing with a tyrannical ass. And he's got a very clear vision 
of what he wants, so it’s not like I had to deal with this 
vacillating nincompoop either.” 

But Smith missed out on a reunion with his pal and fre- 


] DOUBLE VISION “Daredevil” Director Mark Steven Johnson based this 
opening image of the movie on a cover drawn by Joe Quesada (inset). 
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‘DD’ director dishes on how his movie opens up and Kevin Smith’s cameo 


quent collaborator, Ben Affleck. “Oddly enough, Ben 
didn’t start for another week,” Smith relayed. “Can you 
believe it? I shot on ‘Daredevil’ before Daredevil himself 
shot on ‘Daredevil.’ Go figure.’ 

And in yet another nod to the comic, you might notice 
the movie's opening image is closely based on the cover to 
Daredevil (vol. 2) #3. “It's totally inspired by the Joe 
Quesada Daredevil cover," Johnson said. “I've always loved 
Joe’s artwork, that piece in particular.” 

If only Quesada could remember. 

He saw the drawing during a visit to the “Daredevil” 
production office months ago...but didn't recognize it. “I 
completely glossed over this piece,” Quesada said. “Mark 
Steven Johnson had to slug me on the shoulder and say, 
‘Hey, doesn’t that look familiar?’ After the ‘Oh yeeeeeeeeah’ 
of recognition, needless to say, I was incredibly flattered § 
and honored.” lm JM¢L i 
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‘STRIPPERELLA’ STRIKES | Regn 


Stan ‘The Man 


nly in Hollywood: A 79-year-old 
man has found happiness with a 
Playboy Playmate. 

Stan Lee, the Marvel Comics founder 
who recently started a new TV 
production company called POW! Enter- 
tainment, has his first project on the fast 
track: "Stripperella,” a new show based 
on Playmate of the Year and “Baywatch” 
actress Pamela Anderson, is slated to 
air on TNN in January, 2003. 

“Obviously, this will be an evening 
show, not Saturday morning,” Lee said. 
“It won't be dirty, but it will be funny.” 

It will also be animated, using high- 
tech motion-capture technology that 
scans Anderson's voluptuous form and 
saves the images. “Even though it's 
animation, it's her body, her move- 
ments,” Lee said. “Nickelodeon is 
doing the animation, and it's some of 
the most fantastic-looking stuff you've 
ever seen. I'm working with the artists 
as we design her outfits.” 

Lee also put together the concept of the series, that of a topless dancer by day 
and superheroine by night. Lee has written the series’ treatment and character 


oks t up with 


STRIP TEASE Pam Anderson (above) has teamed with Stan 
Lee (inset) to produce an animated project called “Stripper,” 


designs and is working with TNN to hire the series’ writers. 
High adventure and high laughs will be the order of the day. ‘The most important 
thing is getting stories that are good,” Lee said, drawing a parallel to another animated 


comedy, “It's got to be at least on a par with ‘The Simpsons. 
The pieces are in place. But what does Stans wife think of the show's rather racy title? 
“She thinks it's clever as hell,” Lee quipped. “I came up with it, after all.” MMA (w) 


TRAILERS ise mafia 


Produced by Ed Rose 


The long-suffering “Ghost Rider” feature film has been kicking around for 
some time, but it’s found a new home at Sony, the studio behind “Spider-Man.” “Ghost Rider” is 
based on the Marvel comic about a young man whose body is inhabited by a demon with a thirst for 
vengeance, Nicolas Cage (“Windtalkers”) is attached to star in the pic, scheduled to be directed by 
Steven Norrington. The script was penned by David Goyer (“Blade | & II”), who recently backed out 
of the project over the direction of the film, citing that producers were looking for a PG version, while 
his story leaned more towards an R-rating. 

A “Hellboy” feature film has been officially greenlit by Revolution Studios. The $60 
million pic is based on the Mike Mignola-created Dark Horse comic 
about a demonic paranormal investigator. . .Principal photogra- ONE OF ALTERNATIVE PRESS’ 


Mi phy on “X2,” the sequel to 2000's blockbuster “X-Men” film, has “BAN DS YOU N FED 


been pushed back from May to a June 17 start. Producers expect aE 
the shoot to last roughly till sometime in October. . . David Self has —_ T0 KNOW IN 02 
been hired to adapt and executive produce Universal's “Sub- 
Mariner” feature film-based on the Marvel Comics character, a half- SE NS 
human, half-Atlantean monarch-for Misher Films. ce Arty C 

L Word on the street claims that “Justice Leaque” SCHATZI.NET & SCHATZIONLINE.COM 
producers Bruce Timm and Glen Murakami have a “Teen Titans” 
animated project in the works. Check future issues of Wizard for => 


© &@ 202 mao cad i a ight ea 
‘more updates. Il THE WIZARD STAFE CAGE A new home for “Ghost Rider” 99 bso. ey, 1013 wv nah com 
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hether it’s Daredevil’s Designer Eye Wear, Hulk Brand Anti- 
Depressants or Spider-Man's Stickem, we’ze all suckers for MASH ME A FIN! 

comic-related merchandise. Each month, Wizard strives to show youthe That used to mean, “Lend me $5," but 
latest and super-coolest in comic book statues, posters, pins, magnets, — nowadays, it refers to this rippling Savage 
shirts and other goodies. In short, if it’s cool and it’s stuff, you'll see it here. Dragon Bust from Moore Creations! 
But you can only buy it at your local comic store. Sculpted by Clayburn Moore himself, 


based on designs by Savage Dragon cre- 
FORCE-FUL ator Erik Larsen, this hulking, 
MINI-BUSTS 


muscle-bound bust measures 6” tall and 
will set you back $45 worth of green. Look 
On June 12, you can add a foursome of 
Force-ful mini-busts to your collection 


for it in comic stores come July, or check 
out the Moore Creations Website at 
when the Star Wars: Episode II—Attack of www.mooreaction.com. 
the Clones mini-busts hit stores! Created 
by Dark Horse Comics in association with 
Gentle Giant Studios, the four busts include 
likenesses of Anakin, Amidala, Mace Windu 
and Obi-Wan Kenobi, all of which measure 
6” and retail for $45! Don’t miss out on 
“Bpisode II” mania! And to order online, 
go to www.darkhorse.com! 


MACE WINDU 


OBI-WAN KENOBI AMIDALA nf ANAKIN 


It's gonna be one hell of a summer, thanks to all the 
great Hellboy stuff that's coming from Dark Horse and 
Hellboy creator Mike Mignola. First up is a quartet of 
Hellboy stickers (retailing for $1.99 each) hit- 
ting stores on July 11 that'll add 
plenty of attitude to whatever 
you stick 'em to! On July 31, 
pick up one of four new 
Hellboy T-shirts (M-XL for 
$17.99, XXL for $19.99) fea- 
turing all-new designs and artwork! 
Finally, on Aug. 21, pick up the 
Bureau of Paranormal Research 
Embroidered Patch for $4.99 to con- 
ceal any embarrassing holes you 
may have in your jeans, jacket, shirt, 
pajamas—whatever! 
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GOLDEN AGE GODS iIOTSTUFFIi! 


Nobody paints like Alex Ross, and if you've seen any of 
his DC Direct JLA or JSA posters, you know these ren- 
derings can't be beat! The latest heroes to get posterized 
by Ross are a pair of JSA standards, Dr. Fate and the 
Spectre! Both posters measure 22" x 34”, retail for $7.95 
each and will be available on Aug. 28. 


BROUHAHA! 


Be sure to crack open a six-pack of Bowen Designs mini-busts this 
summer! That's right-Bowen serves up a half dozen kick-ass busts 
that are sure to make the summer months even hotter. And the 
master himself, Randy Bowen, sculpts them all. Check ‘em out! 
‘And if you wanna order directly from Bowen, head to www.bowen 
designs.com. 


THE NAME OF 
THE GAME 


..is HeroClix, the best superhero 
game to debut in more than 20 years! 
Being able to play out classic Marvel 
battles is nifty, but collecting the fig- 
ures alone is worth the trip. 
There are three power levels 
for each of the 80 characters like 
Spidey and the Juggernaut, but be 
on the lookout for the dozen spe- 
cial unique figures—like Thanos, 
Vision and katana-wielding 
Wolverine—that are scarcer than 
Wasp at the Salvation Army. 
HeroClix: Infinity Challenge is 
available now, with expansions to 
follow. $19.95 will get you a starter 
box with eight random figures and everything you need 
to play; another $6.95 grabs you a booster box 
of four random fig- 
ures. A scale-size 
Sentinel is out in June for 
$15.95, as well as a 
Premiere Edition box set 
for $29.95 with 10 fixed / 
figures: Spider-Man, 
Wolverine, Elektra, @ 
Wolfsbane, Wasp, 4 
Hobgoblin, 
Sabretooth, 
Boomerang, § 
Scarlet Witch C 
and Kingpin. 
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tuft HOT OFF THE 


THIsBowMAN ASSEMBLY LINE 


Hot on the heels of Hard Hero’s Transformers line 


WILL MAKE YOU ovesroscr mii nine 
ee eee 
poor pega 


like nothing better than to toss 
CrossGen teams up with Dynamic r Megatron onto the scrap heap! Both 
Forces (www.dynamic busts are limited to just 5,000 pieces 
forces.com) to get into the col- qa and retail for $49.95. Soundwave is 
lectible statue biz with a available now, while Starscream 

beautiful initial release—the & cracks the sound barrier on his 
Arwyn Statue, based on the way into stores come June. And if 
female archer out for revenge you wanna order online, go to 
in CrossGen's Sojourn. www.hardhero.com! 
Sculpted by Vincenzo 
Cucca and Ciro Vignef 
with paints by Dan 
Lane, the Arwyn Statue 
measures 7 1/2” tall 
and features the 
Archer surveying 
the countryside with 
her faithful dog 
Kreeg. Arwyn is 
instores now, and 
can be yours for 

$89.99, but hurry, 
‘cuz it's limited to 
just 1,500 pieces. 


STARSCREAM 


DYNAMIC TRINITY & 


This August, Dynamic Forces unveils a trio of eclectic—but kick-ass—mini-busts featuring 
awide array of cult-classic characters! First up is the Martin Canale-sculpted Movie Blade mini- 
bust, measuring 5 1/2” tall and retailing for $89.99. Second, be sure to check out the Earth X: 
Daredevil bust, designed and painted by Alex Ross and sculpted by Tony Cipriano. Earth X: 
Daredevil measures 6 1/2” and comes in two versions: regular for $49.99 and bronze edition 
for $69.99. Finally, hot on the heels of Micronauts mania comes the Bug mini-bust! Measuring 
8" tall, Bug was designed by Dan Parsons and sculpted by Howard Kalish and comes in two 
styles: with mask for $89.99 and revealed for $129.99. 


EARTH X DAREDEVIL 
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SAI OF RELIEF THERE'S 
Factory X (www.factory-x.com) has produced A STORM 
another cool Marvel prop replica, and the | BREWIN’ 
beautiful assassin Elektra takes the spotlight | 

this time. Be sure to pick up the Sais of Elektra, __If the forecast calls for rain, it must 
a full-scale replica of the killer's signature | be the doing of Thor, Asgardian God 
weapon. Each sai measures 19” long, andeach | of Thunder! Check out this amazing 
set comes with a black wooden wall plaque | Battle Armor Thor bust, produced by 
for display purposes. The Sais of Elektra are | Dynamic Forces exclusively for John's 
limited to just 1,515 sets, so plunk down your | Collectible Toys & Gifts (www. johns- 
$184.95 come June if you wanna avoid the rush. | toys.com). Available this June, the Battle 
Armor Thor was sculpted by Tony 
Cipriano, measures 10 1/2" tall and 
retails for $89.95. To order, visit the 
Website or call 1-800-505-TOYS, but 
move quickly, ‘cuz this bustis limited 
to just 1,000 pieces! 


SPIDER-MONOPOLY 


Pass “Go” and collect $200 worth of web-fluid! USAopoly puts a brand-new 
spin on Monopoly by creating a Spider-Man version of the classic board 
game! Combining traditional Monopoly game play with cool Spidey twists— 
instead of buying property, you battle Spider-Man's deadliest villains—the 
Spidery-Man Monopoly game will be a big hit for fans of the classic game 
as well as comic fanboys! Spider-Man Monopoly is available in stores now 
for $34.98 and is recommended for two to six players ages 8 

and up. 


STAN LEE 
re xy ged he | 
made them all. 
The man who brought you the X-Men, Spider-Man, 
the Incredible Hulk, and many more, tells his own story 


in a book packed with humor, insider info, photographs, and 
a gallery of archival works—some never before published. 


> = 
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SPIDER STATUE 


FACTORY X MARKS 
THE SPIDEY SPOT 


Factory X should get some serious overtime pay for their Spider- 
Man movie busts and statues, as the manufacturer unveils a 
pair of mini-busts and a pair of full-size statues featuring the 
main players from “Spider-Man”: Spidey himself and his arch- 
enemy, the Green Goblin! All four pieces were sculpted by 
Gentle Giant Studios using their digital mapping process to cap- 
ture all the minute details, while Factory X Art Director Jimi Black 
designed and painted the pieces. The 14-inch Spider-Man statue 
retails for $169, while the 15-inch Goblin statue will set you back 
$198. Both mini-busts stand 6” in height and retail for $45. They're 
available now, but move quickly, because these ultra-rare good- 
ies will get gobbled up in a hurry! 


WEB-HEADS Factory X's “Spider-Man” movie collectibles 
are sure to draw fans like flies to honey! 


Check your local ‘Are you a company who s tuff cool 
stores for availability fm enough to make the grade h 
of all these funky- be the judges of that. Send any info and/or 


fresh products. Or for ture” 
Yous stenaty a 


neighborhood comic 


Se 9 151 Wells Avenue 
tem for ya! Congers, NY 10920-2064 


GOBLIN STATUE 


5TH ANNIVERSARY SPECTACULAR! 
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AN ACTION-PACKED 3-ISSUE SPY THILLER EVENT 


ENTER THE 
SECRET WORLD 
OF SPY-CHILD 
BRIGIT COLE” 
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SCI-FRIDAY 


i "7 nu 1 ” 
Daredevil’ developers d 
[Rugg his Christmas, there'll be 
| ey more than one guy inred who 
| WB gamers will be happy to see. 
Marvel Comics’ Daredevil is com- 

- ing soon toa video game console near 
you thanks to the folks at Encore and 
| development house 5,000 Feet. With 
a film on the horned hero also in the 
| works, Daredevil is one hot property. 
During a short conference call with 
| 5,000 Feet's president, Tim Page, 
Producer Eric DeMilt, Art Director 
Joey Elardy and artist John Daud, 
Wizard learned what they have in, 
store for the Man Without Fear. 
WIZARD: What kind of challenges 
do you face with a blind hero? 
DAUD: Doing a Daredevil game is 
easy. The fact that he has all these 
super-perceptions and fighting skills 
overcome [that obstacle]. 
PAGE: We've heard all the 
jokes, like the one about a 
completely black screen in 
first-person view. [Laughs] 
We know the 
guy's blind! 
DAUD: Mainly, 
| we don't want to 
| screw it up! You 
can easily alienate 
fans with a bad game 
based on a famous icon, 
and we're such huge 
fans ourselves. 
ELARDY: We went so far as to put on 
blindfolds and walk around town 
just to “see” how losing a sense 
would affect us. 
What kind of design and gameplay 
can we expect? 


— Images from Kemco's new 
Batman game, Batman: Dark 
Tomorrow, for al three next-gen 

consoles this November have surfaced! The 

ne is based on an orignal story by DC comics, with 

Knight thwarting an impending gang war 

wile trying to find the missing Commissioner Gordan, 
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discuss infl 


RED DEVIL Daredevil debuts on 


THE GAME WITHOUT FEAR 


villains and a blind 
DEMILT: We want people to be 
Daredevil. Every aspect of the char- 
acter will be available and impor- 
tant to the game—from dark art 
style, to deep characters, to use of 
his super-senses and extraordinary 
martial-arts skills. 
DAUD: We want the fun of 
Daredevil to wow the players. If 
your story is written in stone, 
there's less room for innovative 
game design and you'll be too 
dependent on cinemas to move 
the story. 
‘Where are you drawing influence 
from? Will the game be tied in to 
the movie? 
DAUD: We're influenced by 
everything in the Daredevil uni- 
verse, We've visited the movie 
set, and everything [director] 
Mark Steven Johnson is doing 
is brilliant. But in the end, 
this is a Daredevil Red 
game, and we want to take 
the best from those issues 
of the comic, 
Who will be the villains 
in the game? 
ELARDY: We're using 
Kingpin, Bullseye 
and Elektra. You can 
only imagine how 
incredible the battle 
with Bullseye will be. 
He'll be the first game 
boss where every- 
thing he touches 
is a weapon that 
doesn't miss! 
1 MIKEY BENCC 


GETTIN’ HIS FEET WET 


Ve man talaec th ml Var 
Aquaman takes the video game plunge fi vinco came susmice Lets heara Hoot or Midway! Fans wanted 


| quaman may currently be MIA in the comics, butDC’s fig a Justice League game based on Cartoon Network's hit show, and they 
&@ water-bound hero is ready to make a splash on your will deliver! Yet, in a double surprise, Midway will also make games based 
favorite video game console this November. on the JLA comic book series! Holy double-whammy Batman! 
TDK Interactive has released some information on the 


upcoming Aquaman: King of Atlantis, and from what we've [ij TV PARTY TONIGHT Gamers 
seen so far, fans won't be left all wet. looking for video game reviews 
King of Atlantis follows Aquaman as he goes toe to flip- with a healthy dose of laughs 
per with his archnemesis, the villainous Ocean Master. should tune in for “Dave and 
Determined to destroy our H20 hero's cherished city once Steve's Video Game Explosion,” 
and for all, Ocean Master forms an alliance with several of part of the “Burly TV” show. 
Aquaman’s most lethal foes, including Black Manta and the Starring “Saturday Night Live” 
Lava Lord of fire trolls. But these rogues are just a distrac- writing veterans David Mandel 
tion, as Ocean Master's grand scheme is eventually revealed. and Steve Lookner, the riotous 
Gameplay features a third-person engine, focusing on show airs on Superstation TBS 
hand-to-hand, weapon-based combat that has Aquaman Wednesdays at 2 a.m. (EST) 
doing some fishy fightin’ with a plethora of deep-sea dead- and Thursdays at 1 a.m. (EST). 
beats. Even cooler, the game will 
switch to first-person view during 
the game's submarine modes. 
And staying true to the comics, 
Aquaman can communicate tele- 
pathically with the creatures of 
the sea, employing their aid 
when necessary. Eat 
your heart out, Ecco! 


‘SIMPLY MARVELOUS THQ 
has struck a deal with Mar- 
vel to breathe virtual life into 
Captain America, Nick Fury 
and The Punisher! Frank Cas- 
tle is slated to come home first 
in mid-2003 (across all consoles 
and PC) with Cap and Nick not 

far behind, 


UPWARDLY MOBILE CrossGen 
Comics has partnered with Enorbus 
Technologies to provide icons, char- 
acters and games to wireless cus- 
‘tomers in the Asian Pacific Rim and 
all over the world, Cell phones and other 
wireless products will feature the likes of 
Arwyn, Sephie or Giselle this winter. 


CROFT SUPERSTAR Have you met the 
newest Lara Croft model, il de Jong? On 
‘tombraider.com, the 20-year-old Dutch 
admits, “Being Lara Croft was some- 

thing | really wanted to do.” Lara 

Croft Tomb Raider: The Angel 


SEA WORLD Black Manta (2-D game 
‘model above) and other villains team 


to make life miserable for Aquaman, 


ee AMAZING AMAZON 


Crab yousel a copy of Xs Freedom Frceorthe PCtolve ota Sher @ TV'S Wonder Woman voices video game 


‘Age fantasy as you engage in a superhero-based, tactical RPG. Concoct onder Woman Lynda Carter did voice-over work for 
your own characters or favorite superheroes using the game's character Bethesda Softworks’ hot new RPG, The Elder Scrolls Ill: 
creator. Here's just a sampling of all the multi-verse mayhem that’s Morrowind (PC and Xbox), so of course, we used this excuse 
available to download via the Web. Be sure and check out §f to talk to her! 
www.freedomforcecenter.com/downloads/skins.phtml for a full 
list of links and info. m JMcD 


WIZARD: How'd you 
hear about this project? 


Through my husband 

who is the chairman of 

ZeniMax Media, which is , 
the parent of Bethesda yy 
Softworks. When the 
Morrowind team started 
searching for actors to do voice-overs, they asked if! would 
consider it. I was more than happy to get involved. I had never 
done voice work for a computer game before. 

How would you describe your experience? 

Ivery much enjoyed it. The Morrowind team is great—they have 
created an amazing game that people are going to love. 

‘Who are the characters you voiced? 

I did the voices for the female Nords in the 
game. Like all the characters, their roles vary 
widely. You'll see them throughout the 
world in various occupations. 
‘Who would win in a fight: Wonder Woman 
ora female Nord? 
Nords are an aggressive and warlike race. 

Violence is an accepted and comfortable 
aspect of Nord culture. That said, 
Wonder Woman would win a 

™ 4 > fight—no question! 


Would you ever voice 
5 


a Wonder Woman 
fi video game? 
“a Hard to say. It would depend 
Ge of a lot of factors—a key one 
being the quality of the game. 
How do you feel about your name 
and image forever linked to the Won- 
der Woman mythos? 
Ifeel very lucky to have played Wonder 
Woman. To be linked to that charac- 
ter despite all the other things I have 
done as an actress just underscores 
how strongly the public related to her. 
Did you keep any souvenirs from the 
“Wonder Woman” TV show? 
CARTER AS Absolutely. I have the costume, the 
WONDER WOMAN boots, the bracelets...the works! 
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THE BOY IS BACK IN TOW 


Astro Boy fuels comeback with comics, videos and a brand-new movie 


ome boys just never grow up. 
SMALL WONDER Astro Boy and friends return in a concerted 
& wn effort to reintroduce him to the Westen mainstream. 


robotic youngster is one of Japan's 
most revered pop culture icons, and he 
wowed American audiences in the early 
60s when his TV show was imported to 
our shores. Now, he’s poised to make a 
huge, multimedia comeback, looking spry 
and showing no signs of age or rust. 

Created by Japan's “God of Comics,” 
Osamu Tezuka, "Astro Boy” is the heart- 
warming tale of an engineer's attempt 
to create a robot to replace his 
deceased son. But the engineer 
realizes his new “son” could never 
grow up, so he gives him away to 
a Kindly doctor, who encourages 
Astro Boy to use his powers 
for good. 

Recently, Dark Horse Comics (5) 
got the comeback kid 
rolling with the reprint- 
ing of Tezuka’s classic 
Astro Boy comics. The 
publisher intends to col- 
lect the entire series in 23 
black-and-white, “digest-sized” install- 
ments, roughly 200 pages each. They [\\ 
believe it’s the perfect opportunity to give 
fans insight on a character they may 
have simply loved at face value. 

“For years, people all over the world have 
bought merchandise with his picture on it sim- 
ply because it's so visually appealing,” 
explains Dark Horse's Shawna Ervin-Gore. 
“Now they are being treated to a really poignant 
and exciting story as well.” 

Fans can also get their Astro Boy fix thanks to 
Manga Entertainment's collection of the 1980 color 
TV episodes. For Manga, the decision to produce 
these videos was a no-brainer. 

“Astro Boy is the most famous icon in the history 
of Japanese animation,” reasons Manga Entertainment's Kaufman (‘Space Cowboys"). 

Mike Egan. “His image has been a staple in the anima- Other specifics of the film were not readily avail- 
tion business for over 40 years and the world has come = able (‘“There is no current news on this picture, but it is 
to know and love him.” definitely in development,” commented Steve Elzer of 

‘The proposed nine-volume, VHS set will include all51 | Imageworks), but as soon as information becomes avail- 
of the second “Astro Boy” television series (Right Stuf | able, we'll be sure to provide updates. 

International has released tapes of some of the episodes __Inthe meantime, let's hearit for the boy! I JAMES MCDONOUGH 


6 4 
’ of the original, black-and-white 


& series) for the first time ever in the 
U.S. The first three-volume set is in 
stores now. After that, look for volumes 4-6 to follow 
in August, with the final three to hit in late November. 
DVD fans with a little patience can hold out until 2004 for 
a multi-volume release. 
But the Astro Boy invasion doesn’t stop there. 
There's also a big-budget, Hollywood version of 
“Astro Boy” in the works. A co-production of 
Sony Pictures Imageworks and Jim Henson 
Pictures, the movie will mark the first time a 
Japanese animated series has ever been trans- 
lated into a Western feature film. The film will 
also be Sony's first-ever, all-CGI undertaking, 
but Imageworks is up to the task. After all, the digital 
production company has lent its talents to the likes of 
“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone,” “Spider-Man” 
and the upcoming “Stuart Little II,” so fans know it will 
at least look phenomenal. Tentatively slated for a 2004 
release, the Astro Boy movie will be directed by 
Eric Leighton (Disney's “Dinosaur") and feature a 
script co-written by Todd Alcott (‘“Antz") and Ken 


‘ASTRO BOY 
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¢ 9 Episodes on One 2-Disc Set! 
SILENT 
¢ Silent Mobius Poster MOBIL! 


¢ Exclusive Silent Mobius 
mini-Comic 


1d Mystification Police De} a 
faffed by women with amazing pi 
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fig/Ending: 


4b 
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MOBIUS RISING 
Catching up with Kia Asamiya 


lune marks the first-ever release of Kia Asamiya’s 
Jorersessves TV series, “Silent Mébius,” on DVD. 

is two-disc set from Bandai Entertainment chronicles the 
adventures of paranormal cop Katsumi Liquer who, along 
with the other, all-female members of the Attacked 
Mystification Police (AMP), defend our world from 
otherworldly demons. Wizard caught up with Asamiya for a 
short conversation. 


WIZARD: How would you describe “Silent Mébius” to 
someone who’s never experienced it? 
ASAMIYA: “Heartiul, psychic, magical ladies’ action- 
fantasy” or, “One of the first fighting lady squad shows.” 
What drives reluctant heroine Liquer to fight against 
such fantastic odds? 
Her power was sealed as a child to prevent the demons from 
discovering it. As a result, she grew up to have a negative 

i] view of her power. She’s also still trying to reconcile the fact 
she killed her own mother as a result of those powers. 
The AMP fights against demons from another 
dimension. How would you compare them to the 
Men in Black? 
[Laughs] The MIB is a completely clandestine organization 
while the AMP is an officially recognized group (at least 
inside the metropolitan police department). What's inter- 

i estingis that the MIB works with aliens, too. This happens to 
be the case with the sequel, ‘Silent Mobius New." “MIB” is 
one of the movies | like. Iam looking forward to the sequel. 
You recently did a story for Dark Horse Comics’ 
Star Wars Tales. Who is your favorite Star Wars 
character? 

H]| My favorite from episodes four through six is Darth Vader. 
Vader's the absolute power of darkness; I'm very attracted 
to that. I also like Watto from “Episode One." He's very 


NY complex and is always up to something behind your back. 


When will DC release your Batman manga 
> here? 
Iwant to know, too. heard a rumor that 
it may come out in December. 
We heard you were mov- 
yh 7 ing to the U.S. 
7 Yr still working on it. I 
ly lived in New York to try it 
Y out, but the climate was 
Z a little too tough on me. I 
} also love to drive, so I'm 
wondering if I'm better 
3 \ suited for the West Coast. 
Somebody tell me 
which is better! 

Will you be attend- 
ing any U.S. conven- 

tions this summer? 
I intend to go to all the conventions if 

I'm invited. But so far, !haven't been. 
What was the weirdest thing that 

Y/ happened to you at a convention? 
Someone once asked me to draw 
an obscene sketch. I didn't know what to 


By ‘KICKS’ START Oni Press has picked 


up publishing rights for J. Torres 
and Takeshi Miyazawa's popular 
manga-style series, Sidekicks, about 
a school for gifted youngsters. A 
trade paperback in June will reprint 
the first three issues originally pub- 
lished by Fanboy Entertainment, 
followed by a brand-new one-shot 
in July. 


POP LIFE It’s not quite manga, but 
Vertiga's Vertigo Pop: Tokyo! by 
Jonathan Vankin and Seth Fisher 
does give good insight into the 
nuances of Japanese culture. An 
American technophile goes to Tokyo 
in search of the latest gadgets, only to become embroiled with an ultra- 
hip high schooler who leads him on an exciting adventure, 


NEW PLAYER Plex International 
Design, one of Japan's leading toy 
designers ("Mighty Morphin Power 
Rangers,” “Gundam”), announced 
they will start publishing full-color 
‘manga in the American comics mar- 
ket, starting with July's Angel's 
Wing by Tetsuya Aoki. 


SCREEN GEM Warner Bros, has 
acquired the rights to do a live- 
action movie of Katsuhiro Otomo's 
classic anime, “Akira.” Stephen 
Norrington (“Blade”) is attached to 
write and direct, with Jon Peters 
(“Batman”) producing. No release 
date has been scheduled yet. 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! ADV Films will be celebrating 10 years in the biz this 
‘August, and to help commemorate the event, they'll release a host of anime 
titles from their catalog for the first time ever on DVD, including “Galaxy 
Fraulein Yuna,” “Golden Boy” and “801 T.T.S. Airbats.” 


ETCETERA What a difference four months makes, In Wizard #126, we 
reported that Disney had no imme- 
diate plans to release Hayao 
Miyazaki's “Spirited Away,” Japan's 
highest-grossing film, in North 
America. Now comes word that 
Disney will indeed release the film 
in theaters this fall... Key 
anime/manga cons this summer: 
Anime Expo (July 4-7), Long Beach 
Convention Center (www.anime- 
expo.org); Otakon (July 26-28), 
Baltimore Convention Center 
(www.otakon.com); Big Apple 
Anime Fest/Anime Expo New York 
(Aug. 31-Sept. 2), Marriott Marquis 
New York (www.axny.org, 
www.bigappleanimefest.com). 


WE INTERRUPT THIS MAGAZINE FOR EXCITING HAPPY NEWS! 


with TONS of freakin’ EXTRAS! 


_ HATS IT ABOUT YOU ASK? 


kkk 
I give it FIVE stars! 
- THE PIG 
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SCI-FRIDAY 


COMIC MARKET NEWS AND FOR 


ptimus Prime is movin’ on up to a dee-luxe apart- 
ment in the sky—or at least to the top of Diamond 

Comics Distributors’ April pre-order chart. 
Dreamwave Productions’ Transformers: Generation One 
#1 starscreamed its way to the number-one slot, toppling 
the big guns at Marvel, DC, Image and Dark Horse. It's the 
first time since 1997 that a comic 
from a non-premier publisher has 
made Diamond’s top 10, and Transformers: 
G1 is the first non-pre- 
mier title to ever hit 
the top spot. 


PRIME TIME Thanks to four different 
covers and large guns galore, 
Transformers: 61 #1 rolls in sales. 


f 
432 wizard #130 \ { 


COLLECTORS 


EVERYWHERE 


INETIGAINS 


MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE 


cations point to Transformers:G1 #2 retaining the coveted slot. 

Hot on the heels of Image's G.l. Joe series (another wildly 
successful 1980s toy property revival), Transformers: G1 #1 
arrived with two alternate covers (shipped in a 50-50 ratio) 
as well as a special chromium cover version. Additionally, 
Dreamwave offered a special retailer incentive issue (with 
yet another cover) that came in a 1:2 ratio. All told, orders 
reached the 168,000 range. 

“We definitely weren't expecting orders to be so high,” 
revealed Dreamwave President/Art Director and 
Transformers artist Pat Lee, who partnered with writer Chris 
Sarracini for the six-issue mini-series. “Iwas expecting maybe 
between 70 to 80,000. It's insane, absolutely insane.” 

Even before the issue hit stands, Dreamwave announced 
a second printing, which sports an all-new cover by Lee. 

“We ordered nearly as much of the second printing as the 
first," noted Don Sowers, manager of Captain Comics in 
Homewood, Ala, “We're planning on ordering nearly the 
same amount for Transformers: GI #2.” 

Sowers added that the 1980s nostalgia boom combined 
with the Transformers’ huge cult following contributed to 
high sales. “It's hot because it's Generation One,” the 
24-year-old retailer explained. “Guys my age want 
to see Optimus Prime come back. How do you think 

the book would have done if they'd brought in all- 
new characters?” 

While the two regular covers sold evenly, the 
chromium cover packed the real wallop. “I had 
BA all three covers by the register with the chromium. 

one in the middle,” recounted Sowers. “The 
chromium one sold out right away. People did- 
n't even flinch at that extra three dollars.” 

Speculators were also trying to cash in on 
the phenomenon. “We were limiting people 
to four copies, two of each [regular] cover," 
relayed Pat Brower, manager of Graham 
Crackers in Chicago, Il. “We had a few peo- 
ple who wanted to buy 100 copies apiece!" 
Just days after hitting stores, the 

chromium cover was selling for as much as 

$20 online. The retailer incentive version 
was commanding prices upwards of $80! 
As for the regular covers, the Autobots 
variant seems to be favored among fans. “I 
see it jumping to $5 or $6 in the first few 
weeks and then get up to around $10 in 
a month or two,” predicted Brendan 
Boyle, owner of the Orlando, Fla.-based 
Coliseum of Comics. i JIM AREHART 


HERITAGE HAULS HARD CASH 


couple million bucks ain't bad for a weekend’s work. 

That's what Heritage Comics rang up in its most 
recent “Signature Auction” which closed March 17. 
Heritage generated a whopping $2.75 million (you read 
that right) with over 1,500 comic book, original art and 
movie poster lots up for grabs. 

“The market is incredibly strong at the high end right 
now,” said Heritage Comics Director John Petty. Indeed. 
Original art ruled the day, with the cover to Frank 
Frazetta’s classic Famous Funnies #213 selling for $100,625, 


easily the top price in the auction. Another Frazetta piece, : 


the “Thor's Flight” painting, went for $59,800. 

In the comic realm, the first appearance of Plastic Man 
in Police Comics #1 (graded 9.2 by Comics Guaranty 
Corporation, the highest grade ever given to a copy of 
this book) garnered $19,550, while Spider-Man's first 
appearance in Amazing Fantasy #15 (CGC 9.0) went for a 
whopping $44,275! 

If you think those numbers are gaudy, you ain’t seen 
nothin’ yet. Heritage’s next Signature Auction is slated 
for July 5-7 at the Wizard World Chicago convention. The 
$5 million plateau is the goal. “We're looking to double 
the last sale, both in number of lots and in total value, 
Petty enthused. 

The illustrious lots are on their way. All of the Batman 
#86 original art from legendary artist Dick Sprang will go 
under the hammer at Wizard World Chicago, as will pris- 
tine EC Comics (some graded as high as CGC 9.8) straight 
from the files of EC Publisher Bill Gaines. JIM McLAUCHLIN 


Uhimate Spider-Man artist 
Mark Bagley has wit- 
nessed newfound enthusiasm 
for his original art. Bagley sold 
all of his pages from Ultimate 
Spider-Man #1, #2 and #13 
(the “Mary Jane Revelation” 
issue) to rabid collectors. So rabid, 
in fact, that eight pages from issue 
Rien #18 and the entire book worth of #20 
Fy were pre-sold before Bagley received the 
art back from Marvel! 

oO As DC’s junior Justice League title 
continues to struggle, team members Superboy and Impulse have seen 
their respective titles cancelled, The departure of long-time Robin writer 
Chuck Dixon and the wrap-up of the red-hot “Bruce Wayne: Fugitive” 
storyline may take a toll on the Boy Wonder’s book as well. 

Marvel's collected editions are pummeling the 
competition! The first Ultimate Spider-Man trade leads the pack with 
massive sales, thanks in large part to being stocked in Wal-Marts nation- 
wide. Retailers report that backlist orders, once dominated by DC, are 
now more than 50 percent Marvel since their trade program kicked into 
high gear. 
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NUMBER OF ISSUES HAWKMAN’S PREVIOUS 
SERIES HAVE LASTED 


‘A Hawkrman (vol. 1), 1964-1968: 27 © Hawkworld, 1990-1993: 32 
B Hawkman (vol 2), 1986-1987: 17D Hawkman (vol. 3), 1993-1996: 33 


® Dark 

Horse's reprints of the manga master- Codes Cat! 10 
piece continue to attract new fans. The Horse QUICKLL, 
reports sales of 15,000 copies apiece for its 


21-volume collection, while the anticipated XY 
Lone Wolf 2100 mini-series launched in April. 
Thanks to the suc- 


cess of the “Bruce Wayne: 
Fugitive” storyline, 
some lower-tier 
Bat-titles have 
notched up the sales 
chart. Wightwing 
leapt 12 slots from, 
the previous month while 
Batgidl climbed eight. The 
sold-out, highly sought- 
after Birds of Prey #41 even went to a 
second print! 

Cy) The sexy assassin’s sales have been dropping 
off for the last six months. But don't dismiss our favorite femme 
fatale yet-writer Greg Rucka and new penciler Carlo Pagulayan 
are expected to pump some much-needed blood 
into the book with issue #11. 


NIGHTWING 


"] by the 


Numbers SVRUPY JUSTICE The fourth Batman flick was so bad, even 


an onscreen food fight would have earned it some merit. Ponder’ 
such a scenario with the “Batman & Robin” Eggo Plate (right), 


a promotional color-changing dish from Kellogg's. Sold for, F 
‘$9.99, just imagine George Clooney slapping a gooey waffle in, 
‘Amie Schwarzenegger's face. 

PASSED AWAY Things don't get more bizarre than a Marvel-/ 


this 1995 pass features a litho of a dapper Uncle Ben! If any 
body's grateful to be dead, it’s ol’ Ben Parker. How would YOU like a nagging, decrepit wife 
and a worthless bookworm nephew? 
GHOST CIDER The combination of Marvel superheroes and excessive sucrose-laden bever- 
aa Se iar eee cate ‘ages was an act of pure genius back in 1975. For proof, witness this Ghost Rider 7-11 Slurpee 
* I] Cup, sold for $7.04. After all, nothing says, “Kids, drink a 
1 2 Slurpee!” like a flaming, leather- gageryrese 
clad biker demon with powers == 
granted by Satan, = 
AM/FM ARACHNID Apparently, 
Marvel's Secret Wars mini-series 
launched something of a mer- 
4) chandising phenomenon. How 
400 else to explain this Spider-Man 
Mini Headset Radio (left) from 1984? Check out the cute 
lil’ Spidey heads that fit snugly over your ears! The 
Christian Gossett manageable $17.03 outlay makes all of the other kids’ 
original art (from jy Mockery worthutile, A 
The Red Star #6) at |) A REEL HERO Evil cowers at the mere ‘mention of...the 
the Orlando Mega- Angler! Who's the Angler, you ask? Well kids, that’s half the 
Con ACTOR art fun of the Mego Superheroes Fishing Outfit (right)! “Cast” LL US about your 
your Mego Superman, Captain Kirk or Ponch from “CHiPs” as pales) owing Bnainge! 
a fisherman-themed foiler of foulness for only $10.50 online, tf baa 


Amount, in dollars, Top Shelf Productions 
needed to raise in a month's time or they 


Hours after its initial plea for help that Top 
Shelf was back in business, thanks to over 
1,000 phone/online orders made directly to 
the company. 


Amount recently 
paid, in dollars, for 
a single panel of 


auction. 


c/o Wizar 
Wels Ave 


33,100,000 
Amount, in dollars, “Blade 2" grossed in 
its opening weekend, making it the top film 
for the week of March 24, 2002. 


30 
Number of countries CrossGen comicsare faa IN BACK-ISSUE BINS pg raereorae sn 
now available in worldwide. Artist Bryan Hitch has but sod reputation on books ike JA Hey Baers C=] 
and The Ultimates, but he's no stranger to juggling a sizable cast JMU BW ARSIne =4 
24 of choractrs. 193, itch penciled the Manel UK fourissue {= Ka ; 
Average amount, in dollars, a copy of ‘Mys-Tech Wars mini-series. Featuring UK staples such as Death's 
Incredible Hulk (vol. 2) #181 in NM condi- Head Il and Dark Angel, the series also boasted appear- 
tion sold for in 1983. ances by the Avengers, the X-Men, Spider-Man and 
Nick Fury. This early collaboration between Hitch 
1,425.79 ‘and JLA inking partner Paul Neary has more super- 
Amount recently paid, in dollars, fora CGC heroes than you can shake a half-baked marketing 
9.4 copy of Incredible Hulk (vol. 2) #181 in scheme at! For the ultra-detailed art alone, 
an online auction. these issues are a bargain at $2 apiece. 
4 
Number of 2002 Eisner 


ON THE COMIC RACKS 

For those panting from thoughts of the upcoming “Matrix” sequel, 
awards Queen and take advantage of Wamer Bros.’ generosity with the first official 
Country has been release of a “Matrix” comic! El Capitan is offering the Stray 
nominated for, includ- Bullets/Matrix flipbook, available only as a Free Comic Book Day edi- 
ing Best Continuing tion on May 4. Both stories in the 48-page giveaway are written and 
Series, Best Serialized illustrated by Stray Bullets creator David Lapham. The “Matrix” tale 
Story, Best New Series could previously be viewed only on www.whatisthematrix.com. Snag 
and a Best Writer nod i LJ) tis one while you can; the other “M: comic (a theater giveaway 
for Greg Rucka. recalled and destroyed before the film's release) ain't becoming copious. 
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- COLLECTOR 


PD Collecting tips and 


comic\|trivia\from)) 


comics crotchety 
| Gosnitts guru 


Since ’80s properties are the hottest things going, | was wonder- 
ing how | would acquire the license for “Jayce and the Wheeled 
Warriors.” | have an idea for a comic, but | need the license before | 
can do anything. Please help, oh great and wise Collector! 
—KingEdwards2000@hotmail.com 


‘Finally, one insolent mortal gets it-the Collector is both great and wise! So 
for your pathetic-yet-polite groveling, | wil answer your query. Since | have cot- 
lected many ‘80s properties (“Jem and the Holograms” is mine!), the Collector 
is an authority on this matter. First, search the Internet and uncover who owns 
the license to this “Jayce” you speak of. Once you contact wha holds the cov- 
eted license, a lengthy approval process must commence-and you better launch 
‘a publishing company or ese the holder might simply hang up on you. Ifthe com- 
pany agrees to sell the license, be prepared to shell out serious cash-many 
licenses are reportedly worth thousands of dollars. Now, let’s get back to kiss- 
ing the Collectors pale, doughy butt some more... 


Do you have any beauty tips? You're very sexy according to my girl- 
friend, and | want to look more like you.—Michael Hack, New York, NY 
What?! You dare assume that the Collector's luscious, flowing hair just 
magically happened overnight? Foolish morta, it's taken eons for the Collector 
to attain this plumage. Eons of 
White Castle burgers, that is. By 
the way, you don't have to tell the 
Collector what your girlfriend 
thinks of me-she told me last 
night! ZING! 


= TOLD ALLEY- 


Who's that girl in the funky 

kimono? Why, it’s that fiery ( WAYWARIANT 
young sparkplug Mary Jane SOON! 
Watson from the “Spider-Man” movie! 

Limited to one per case, this MJ. figure is growing 
increasingly tough to find. It retails for $7, but it's 
already going fast for $10 online! The figure looks 
incredibly like actress Kirsten Dunst. It even comes 
complete with a wall-mountable breakaway 

balcony so the kids can send MJ. 
plummeting to her death as many 

times as their little hearts desire. 

Plus, her undies match her kimono! 

For a real find, look for the flat, pink- 

ish red dress variant of this figure 

which is becoming even 

more of a hot collectible, Popov 

going for as much as $15. sen 


p nont 
1. () Transformers: Generation One #1 
(Dreamwave Productions) 
2. (1) New X-Men #125 (Marvel) 
3, (2) The Ultimates #4 (Marvel) 
4, (8) Amazing Spider-Man #40 (RES) (Marvel) 
5. (3) Ultimate X-Men #17 (Marvel) 
6. (4) Uncanny X-Men #405 (Marvel) 
7. (-) Captain America #1 (Marvel) 
John [Ney Reiber] is what you might call a 
‘method writer,’” says artist John Cassaday of 
his collaborator. ‘He plows his way into the 
character’s head. What drew me to him was 
that he had the voice down. It was Captain 
America speaking and I didn’t doubt it.” 
8. (6) Ultimate Spider-Man #21 (Marvel) 
9. (10) Wolverine #175 (Marvel) 
(1) G1 Joe #8 (Image) 
(8) X-Treme X-Men #12 (Marvel) 
. (2) Green Arrow #14 (DC) 
. (11) JLA #65 (DC) 
. (12) Avengers #53 (Marvel) 
(18) Peter Parker: Spider-Man #42 (Marvel) 
(13) Wolverine/Hulk #3 (Marvel) 
. (18) Peter Parker: Spider-Man #43 (Marvel) 
(28) Detective Comics #769 (DC) 
(18) Daredevil #32 (Marvel) 
() X-Factor #1 (Marvel) 
() Marvel Mangaverse #1 (Marvel) 
() Spider-Man Movie Adaptation (Marvel) 
(14) Punisher #11 (Marvel) 
. (17) Batman #602 (DC) 
. (19) Fantastic Four #54 (Marvel) 
. (23) Incredible Hulk #39 (Marvel) 
. (39) Nightwing #68 (DC) 
. (21) Spawn #121 (Todd McFarlane 
Productions/Image) 
. (37) Batgirl #27 (DC) 
(33) Batman: Gotham Knights #28 (DC) 
(© Fathom #15 (Top Cow 


Productions/Image) 2 BREE LAY 
. (22) X-Force #127 (Marvel) YOU OUT LIKE 


. (27) JSA #35 (DC) 

. (15) Hawkman #2 (DC) 

() G11. Joe: Battle Files #1 (Image) 
(-) X-Men Unlimited #35 (Marvel) 

. (24) Ultimate Marvel Team-Up #15 (Marvel) 
(20) Paradise X #2 (Marvel) 

. (31) Exiles #12 (Marvel) 
(28) Superman #181 (DC) 

. (30) Iron Man #53 (Marvel) 

. (30) Iron Man #54 (Marvel) 

. (-) Star Wars: Episode II- 
Attack of the Clones #1 
(Dark Horse) 

( Black Widow: Pale 
Little Spider #1 
(MAX/Marvel) 
Q Star Wars: 
Episode Il-Attack of 
the Clones #2 
(DarkHorse) 
46. (82) Thor #48 (Marvel) 
47. (41) Green Lantern #149 (DC) 
48. (29) Elektra #10 (Marvel) 
49. (-) Marvel Knights Double 
Shot #1 (Marvel) 
50. (-) Midnight Nation #11 
(Top Cow Productions/Image) 
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STAN EEE \WILL'APPEAR 
ON FRIDAY TO PRESENT THE 
1ST ANNUAL 


AT THE WIZARD FAN 
AWARDS CEREMONY 


Get your hands on Stan “The Man” Lee’s personal 
collection of treasured comic books, including Amazing 
Fantasy #15, Fantastic Four #1, X-Men #1 and Avengers 
#1. These one-of-a-kind, CGC graded “Stan Lee File 
Copy” editions will be available at the Heritage Auction 
in Chicago, starting Friday July 5. For more information, 
including instructions on how you can put your own 
collection on consignment to be sold with Stan’s at the 
auction, go to www.heritagecomics.com. 
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HOTT 


CK ISSUES 


4 TRANSFORMERS #1 (rovorou cover) J 2 INCREDIBLE HULK #34 


Wizard, by staying in touch with hundreds of retailers throughout the country, keeps a close eye on the 
hottest back 


ues. These are the books ringing the registers this month 


WRITER: Chris Sarracini 

ARTISTS: Pat Lee & Rob Armstrong 
‘Adding fuel to the fre of this zany ‘80s mania, along 
J comes Pat Lee's badass renditions of everyone's favorite 
robots in disguise, This particular version of G7 #1, with 
its fancy-schmancy holofol cover, went above and 
beyond anyone's expectations. How well did it do, you 
25k? Dreamwave only published 25,000 copies ofthis 
Variant and sold them for $5.95 a pop, but thse all sold 
‘out and retailers began selling them at $20 BY THE END 
(OF THE DAY IT WAS RELEASED! LAST MONTH: NR. 


WRITER: Bruce Jones 

ARTISTS: John Romita Jr, & Tom Palmer 
tt may have fallen a spot from last month, but fans 
stil can't get enough of Jones and Romita Jr. on 
Incredible Hulk, with the first issue of their run con- 
tinuing to sizzle on the back market. What was going 
for close to 10 bucks less than a few months ago has 
‘now climbed up to around $20 in the present day and 
‘age. Plus, with the upcoming “Hulk” feature film in 
full swing, who knows how much this ish will eventu- 
ally reach in the coming months? LAST MONTH: 1 


3 HOWARD THE DUCK #1 


WRITER: Steve Gerber 

ARTIST: Phil Winslade 

Maybe theyre looking for some “Yow” language from Marve’ 
militant mallard, o maybe they're just hoping to see a money 
shot of his sexy accomplice, Beverly, Whatever the case may 
be, fans are drawn to the Howard the Duck MAX revamp like 
duck to water, and it shows on the back market since this 
ish now caries a $5 price tag, LAST MONTH: N.R. 


WRITER: Garth Ennis 

ARTISTS: D. Robertson & J. Palmiotti 

‘Okay, one last time. Marvel's MAX line is HOT, HOT, HOT! 
Now, take the MAX line, add in one grizzled soldier and the 
ultra-violent, chock-fulla-cussin’ writing style of Garth 
Ennis, stir with the detailed pencils of Darick Robertson, 
‘and you've got a back issue that's certified gold in collec- 
‘tors’ eyes. Any questions? LAST MONTH: NR. 


WRITERS: Geoff Johns & James Robinson 
ARTISTS: Rags Morales & Michael Bair 
Take a seat and let this sink in. Hawkman On the “Hot 10 


Comics” list. HOLY [insert expletive of your choice]! Yes 


indeed, the creators have made Hawkman an awesome read, 
and fans and collectors alike have made this a must-have back 
‘issue. Get it now while it's stil lingering around $5, ‘cause this 
price will begin to soar soon. LAST MONTH: WLR. 


WRITER: Brian Azzarello 

ARTIST: Richard Corben 

‘Azzarello and Corben have transformed Luke Cage from the 
yell pufy shirt and tara wear, “Sweet Christmas" sucka 
into a hardcore, don'-‘f-with-me bad ass. Fans have 
responded tothe MAX line's latest addition ina big way, and 
prices are beginning to rise on the back market. By the way, 
did we mention the MAK ine is hot? LAST MONTH: NLR. 


7 BIRDS OF PREY #41 


WRITER: Chuck Dixon 
ARTISTS: Rick Leonardi & Jesse Delperdang 
Those lovely ladies of Bis of Prey have made their mark on 
the back market (they can make their mark on us any time 
rownr), Serving as an integral part ofthe “Bruce Wayne: 
Fugitive” storyaro, this ish got scooped up in record num- 
bes, causing itt sellout immediatly and forcing a second 
printing that's curently inthe works, LAST MONTH: NLR. 


WRITER: Judd Winick 
ARTISTS: Mark McKone & Mark McKenna 


Al It looks as though that ever-quirky Exiles series has quite 


the fan following all of a sudden. So much in fact that this 


H once obtainable back issue has now escalated to a stun- 


ning $8 on the back market seemingly overnight. It's the 
definition of a sleeper hit, so wake up and get @ copy 
today! LAST MONTH: WLR. 
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& THE PATH (preview epmon) 
WRITER: Ron Marz 
ARTISTS: Bart Sears & Mark Pennington 
CrossGen's offerings continue to captivate readers and 
pack a stinging back-market punch and The Path Preview 


Edition is the latest ish collector's are clamoring for. We 


guess the old saying is true-you can't go wrong with a 
samurai. Get yerself a copy now while its stl at a reason- 
able $3. LAST MONTH: NR. 


10 ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN #21 


WRITER: Brian Michael Bendis 
ARTISTS: Mark Bagley & Art Thibert 

Let's face i, there's na stopping Ultimate Spider-Man, Just 
when you tink this book has lot steam, Marvel publishes 
yet another landmark issue that has fans knocking down 
comic shop doors in search of it. Spidey takes on the press, 
the crowd cheers and USM #21 sells out-what more do 
you need to know? LAST MONTH: N 
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EDUARDO RISSO eee 
CREDITS A sel-tavght ars, Riso paid his dues 5 yo 
on a variety of South American comics before moy- \ Gravity. 
ing to US. projects like Alien Resurrection and Johnny 
Double, Currently, Risso pencils Vertigo’s crime epic 
100 Bullets. 
WHAT HE DOES Possessing a 
Quirky yet gritty style, realism is 
always Risso's primary philosophy 

of illustration. “I like to reflect the mast similar thing possible 

to a real place,” says Risso, “If there's a car, the drawings 

‘must reflect a real car; the same goes for weapons, animals 

‘or anything else.” 

WHY HE'LL BE HOT His ability to captivate readers via 

fecognizable yet unsettling imagery leaves his 

visuals branded across readers’ minds long after 

they've put down the comic. 

QUOTABLE On breaking in: “Don't 

let yourself be distracted. Impose a 

conorete objective and invest all 

your energy into this, Work hard 

and don't give up before the first 

closed door in front of you.” 

fm JAMES McDONOUGH DIZZY FROM ‘100 BULLETS’ 
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These are the creators the fans crave. Creators whose name on a cover sells 
the book. Wizarp’s “Top 10 Creators” lists are derived from a nationwide 
survey. Artists include pencilers and painters. 
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‘Ruse, upcoming: Fantastic Four Spider Man: Biv, 
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TIS EASVocetne puie is aranged alphabetical 
by fie. Tade paperbacks, annua, oe-shuts and rahi nels are 
found after the regular sting for atte, and ae likewise sted 
‘alphabetically. When a tte's been used several times for diferent 
series, le Legion of Super-Heroes or Fantastic Four, we ital 
series unde that tte cron. 

You'll notice some book listings have color bars. Green 
‘means it's risen in value; red, fallen in value; blue, new issues 
and/or te tings; and yellow indicates heavy market trading 

yet no change in value since ast issue 


ALPHABETICAL 
ARRANGEMENT 

‘Mter sipping articles "A," fn,” and “The” at the begining ofa 
ti, lphabetizaton is word by word, ot eter by ltr, x: "The 
Amazing Spider-Man” i sted under “Amazing.” but °Batman: 
‘Sword of Azra!” eames before “Batman: The Animated Mave” 
because we inchde the article “The” when it’ an interior part of 
the tite. Al ites starting with "Star" including “Star Wars” come 
before tiles such as “Stardust” and “Starman’ Abbreviations suchas 
“Dr are listed before ites like “Dragon” but after ies starting with 
“Doctor? Numeric tes such as “2099 AD" wil be mised in alphabet- J w/o—Without 
icaly 3s if the numeral were spelled out as “Two thousand ninety-nine” 


CAN'T FIND IT? FOR COMPLETE 
GUIDES TO COMIC PRICESG MORE, [Ear I 
GOTO WWW.WIZARDWORLD.COM FE Bi J 


B 
250251 ‘TanmyTanarow 8TA. RSL Ju “Reig ofthe Speen” 
252 O40; Super pI Calc’ Eden. .200 


MAKING THE GRADE 31 Sow Sonn J 7 8516s Newer 150 
E wu 


Al prices listed in the Weano price guide are for Near Mint (NM) condition Restored comics sell for Cif erent 


25% of the guide value for their restored grade. Also look for our professionally graded comic guide, 
elsewhere in the magazine. 


MINT (M): A flawiess comic, sells for multiples of the value listed in this guide. 


NEAR MINT/MINT (NM/IMT): Appears almost mint, but with a minor flaw, such as a small ding 
Or stress line on the spine that does not break color. Fetches 200%-500% of guide. 


NEAR MINT+ (NIV+): Appears almost mint but with two minor flaws as detailed under NM/MT, Fetches 
125-200 of guide. 


NEAR MINT (NIM): Appears almost mint, but with more than two minor flaws as detailed under NM/MT, 
ALL BOOKS LISTED IN THE WIZARD PRICE GUIDE ARE VALUED AT NEAR MINT PRICES. THIS IS THE SAME AS 
9.0 CBC-GRADED BOOK. 


NEAR MINT- (NIM-): Just a notch below NM, an extra minor flaw or two may exist, such as a hamuals 

‘Wi6trinch or less color fake at the staple, edge or comer, that keep tis book from being NM. There shoud be na. yn, 1 Jy 

creases at this grade, Moder Age: 90% of guide. Siver Age: 95-1208 of guide, Golden Age: 1008-1508 of guide. 309° Leen Bunan Bs 
3038 zu = 


‘00, 
VERY FINE/NEAR MINT (VF/NM): Minor defect such as a small comer crease or a minor 331 a0 py, Gan 6-20 1 tee of en td 
color-cracked stress line at spine. Modern Age: 80% of guide. Silver Age: 85%-90% of guide. Golden Age; | 335-399 7100 | 9 “Pulp Heroes” story 400 
100%-150% of guide. ‘MO Oud: Parasite. 


sat 
VERY FINE+ (VF+): Two defects as detaled under VF/NM, Modern Age: 75% of guide iver Age: J 31 2 Ga 0 el (hte lls 
AUR 85H of que, Golden Age: 54-125 of quid, FY tow Gat a8 


VERY FINE (VF): More than two defects as detalled under VF/NM. Mader Age: 50% of guide. Ea aa od ened 


22 
VERY FINE- (VF-), FINE/VERY FINE (F/VE): Multiple defects such as slight creases, | 372 a 
yellowed pages, minar color faking and slightly rounded comers, stil maintains cover gloss. Fetches 35%-45% ea 
of guide. 
FINE+ (F+), FINE (F), FINE- (F-), VERY GOOD/FINE (VG/F): 

Excessive defects as detailed under VF-, though no single major defect. Fetches 208-308 of guide. 


VERY GOOD+ (VC+), VERY GOOD (VG), VERY GOOD- (VG-), GOOD/VERY 
GOOD (C/V): Excessive defects as detailed under VF- as well as minor tears and stains. Fetches 
‘OF 15% of guide. {ST yt es ain | 22 0 Se 
GOOD+ (G+), GOOD (G), FAIR/GOOD (FA/G), FAIR (FA), | touts km iat Dg Ste 
POOR (P): Good books have excessive creases, tears and stains and fetch 5% of guide. Fair books have sim- 4G Green Aron 28 
lar defects as well as lose pages and chunks mising from coverinterir and fetch 3¥ of quide. Poor books {42 MGe Aun on | 2 Ota, 
hhave similar defects, or missing cover/pages. These sell at 19 of guide and are basically “reading” copies. rth AS Ts ‘TY Ove ih 
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Semper Fi! Given the success of G.I. 
Joc and Fury and a recent surge in 
patriotic pride, the military is cool 
again. But years before the Joes 
were keeping America safe from 
the threat of Cobra, dozens of pop- 
ular Golden Age war comics chron- 
icled the adventures of American 
soldiers squaring off against Nazis, 
Commies, and the occasional 
dinosaur or evil robot. After super- 
hero books made a big comeback 
in the Silver Age, war books 
declined in popularity. Joe Schmoe 
American just couldn’t hold up 
against super-strong folks in 
skintight spandex, so war books 
eventually all but disappeared from 
the comics racks. Below are the 
most significant DC Golden Age 
war comics. 
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One of Marvel's more offbeat characters (and proud of it), Howard the Duck has 
juggled his share of sorrows since arriving in the world of hairless apes nearly 30 years 
ago. But with a lawsuit (which forced him to wear pants) and a turkey of a film behind 


him, this duck can finally *WAUGHI* like a man. 


WORST LUCAS 
FLICK NOW? 


AL FEAR #19 (1973)—tiaving slipped through a dimensional warp, Howard makes his 
first appearance thanks to writer/creator Steve Gerber. Unable to get back to Duckworld, Howard 
decides that hangin’ with the Man-Thing ain't so bad, 


B, HOWARD THE DUCK #1 (1976)—Aiter a popular string of back-up stories in 
Giant-Size Man-Thing (not a porn tite), Marvel deems a cigar-chomping duck worthy of a 
regular series, Spider-Man swings by to wish him well. 

(C HOWARD THE DUCK #13 (1977)—With his whimsical tales, Gerber quickly sets 


Howard apart from the regular Marvel flack. After an unsuccessful run for the US. presidency 
{nissue 48, Howan! meets KISS (in their first comic appearanca) in a hospital psycho wart, 
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ber resurfaces after years of absence wih a Howar/She- 
tlk team-ip. CURRENT VALUE: $2 APIECE 


D. HOWARD THE DUCK (MINI-SERIES) #1-#3 (1986)—for some incom- 
‘prehensile reason, Marvel decides to do a comic adaptation of the “Howard the Duck” fm 
‘debacle. Gerber is long gone by this point, and even Howard's most ardent fans are in hiding, 


E. DAYDREAMERS #1-#3 (1997)—liriter JM. DeMatteis retums Howard to his fan- 
‘asy roots in this mini-series, Unfortunately, his co-stars include Franklin Richards, Man-Thing, 
‘and (shudder) Artie and Leech, Returning to Duckword is looking better every day, 

F HOWARD THE DUCK #1 (2002)—Huzzah! With artist Phil Winslade in tow, 
Gerber retums to bring the satirical edge back to the foul-tempered fow! in this Marvel/ MAX 
six-issue mini-series. First order of business? Tum Howard into a glant rat, of course, 


4 
{X-MEN CHILDREN OF THE ST 


1 ewgned te apes ee Se 
= 
= Bob & Don Sowers Chis Foss 
Capt. Comics Heroes & Dragons Megastore 
= 3133 Loma Road, Suite 109, 1563-8 Broad River Rd. 
= Hoover, AL 35216 Columbia, $C 29210 
= (205) 978-0022 (803) 731-4376 


osh Roberts Rich Conley 
JCBABIES REBORN G : 
30 2856 South Gienstone 14 Pat Booker Rd. 
1UEN ALPHA FUG. THEFT x 
‘“ Springfield, MO 65804 Universal City, TK 78148 
eps Aldea Fight nares 6 (417) 882-2283 (210) 945-9884 


WRATHOFAPOCALPSE CO Wes S20 
TIEN: ALPHA ROY: "Ape 


Brendan Bayle (Dan Veesemeyer 
Coliseum of Comics Hot Comics & Collectibles 


aL See 


4722S. Orange Blossom Tral {5609 Nicolet Ave. So. 
- Orlando, FL 32839 Richfield, MN 55423 
Lapin (407) 240-7882 (612) 798-3936 


-MEN SPOTLIGHT: STARLAMMERS 
42 Dea Prosar X 


X-MEN: THE RISE OF APOCALYPSE i rio Thornton Todd McDevitt 

140: Aca Amazing Fantasy Chicago Comics ‘New Dimension Comics 
X-MEN: THE SEARCH FOR CYELOPS| 4300 Portsmauth Bid, 30441 lark St 70560 Re, 19 

TAB sigs woos Sute 192 Chicago, IL 60657 Cranberry, PA 16066-7520, 


YC 0. Fores exc cover 
1D Fores fo eden 
2B sips w/2 comes 
‘ASB vps w/?2 cons 
4 


(173) 528-1983 (724) 776-0433 


van Matos Bob Brynildson & Nick Post 
‘Comic Connection Source Comics & Games 


SEEBEB & E 


YAIEITHENWOVEA, sigan of oo | XcMEN: UE FRENGS American Comics and Cards 21286 Ft Campbell Bd. 1601 West Larpnteur Ave. 
TAEMTHEMOWES how coer ..800 | 1 ty Pryde and Racket Snes 300 6787 Lee Highway Clarsvile, TW 37042 Faloan Heights, MN 5513 
JHVEITHEMOVE AAGNETO-.....800 | YCMEN YS. THE AVENGERS Chattanooga, TH 37421 (G31) 572-8588 (651) 645-0386 
THFEYTHEMOVEMAGNET-8 pet 40 J MP 423) 490-0501 

Sack a i David Niska Edward Koslowska 
Liat lacie botany Brad Bankston Comis & Comix Southwest Comics I 
XMEKTHEMOVI ROBUE-A.... 600 J” 4 ‘Aisin Books ev reales 1507 dee F #2 
JHIEKTHEMOVE ROGUES pots Eom | 5002 Lamar a. Citrus Heights CA 95610 De Ria, Tk 78840 

ewer sno} MARVEL (1993-cUnnENT) Austin, TA T8751 (G16) 725-8353 (630) 768-1511 
AME THE OWE ROBUE-C 1 Slo CBee otra. (612) 454-4187 

, Forces excl. cover: Dorian 10 92... sissnead Ken Fetty Glen Lightfoot 
{AIENTHEMOIE PREMIERE PREQUEL J 3 Sstreoth captured 10 Bato Andreae Comics Conspiracy Superheroes Uninited 

rll hbeatah a el [ee alied ng BA‘s Comios & Nostalgia 115-A Fremont Ave. ‘1788 NE 1631d St. 
AORTIC MIME MOUSE ton pa 739 Welington St, London Ontario, Sunnyale, CA 94087 Ni Miami, FL 33162 
EAELTHEVOWE-MOVERNES jbo Canada, 6B2L2 (40) 245-8275 (G05) 940-9599 

ce no (619) 439-9636 
ANE THWOME WOLVERINE u i Steve Huber Tom Shea 

Ua Fees xh cr JA 200 Da Be caps Best Phil Davis Gay Comios W Colectiles 
XAEKTHE MOVE WOLVERNE-D 1 Re & Mage... B&D Comic Shop 1517 West 12th Street 160 Main St. 

edicts yin erase) pi 802 Elm St South West Conners, IN 47331 Mitford, MA O1757 
sir enaleane [ymin er Roanoke, VA 24016 (168) 825-518 (608) 473-5874 
XEN UNIVERSE AS PRESENT SO SLAC (640) 342-6642 

AND, FUTURE! preven ...200 ‘an Korsunshy Mike Gat Eick Carer 
AEN VS ORACULA es EXC | PP siey Beret oiden Ape “Topic Comics 

Ua Len Aral #5 MARVEL (2007-CURRENT) Big Panet Comics TTT Melrose Ave, 1870 NE Bard St. 
TA YOR NEP. Su 426 Maple dive East Las Angeles, CA 90048 Miami Beach, FL 93162 
JAEWTEENTIANS WS cL ees a eeae bey cet 


Dark Phoenc Darkseid... 2000 


: Pat Brower Jon Donahue 
TOTEM sn : : Bian Kashi Graham Crackers Ward Word 
PRESTIGE FORMAT BOOKS Buried Under Comes 68 East Madson Ae. ocland Genter 
SUES NALS a. | ERE mmm | 28 ue ate Chicago, 60803 BIE.RL 59 
uWire. am] BEETS Manchester, CT 06040 G12) 62-180 Nanuet WY 10954 
Tart sto 
La ed | 


‘GMENTHEMOWE: BEGINNINGS 1500 TPB 


RETAILER NETWORK: At Book Exchange in St ais, tothe Pst in roi, Mich; Bal Bok tein phan, Cat; 
Beyond Camis in Medford, Ore; Bots Cards and Comics in Buzarts Bay, Mas; Book Barn Joplin, Ma; Book Trader in Wit, 
1D; Boskonan’s Used Boks in Fags, Ariz;  & Cards & Camis in St. Albans, Wa; California Card Company in Ek Grove, 
Cat; Cad Coins & Comics in Davenprt, lava; Clarks Camis in Hang Kang: lescCamics in Phiadlhia,P.; asic Comics 
2c Phindeipi, Pa; CalecSon Connection in Grensbre 1C, Coectr’s Word in Andee, Ind; Comic Archies in Apple Val- 
ley, Minn; Comic Casein Trenton, ..; Camic Caleta in Rives, I; Comic Den in Kew Gardens, LY; Comic Encounters in Yer- 
TXAMEM MINISERIES] resce, rth Columbia, Canada; Comic World in Lncol, Ne; Comics, Cards and Stuf in P Myers, Fi; Camis & Cars Trading 
MARVEL (106¢-CURRENT) est = Montgomery Ma; Camis Direct in Wiel, Fi; Comics Galary in Singapore; Comics Pisin Las Bas, alt; Comics Pit 
ASTONISHING KLMEN is Meets, N.; Comics Pisin Ocean, Ma: Comis Pies in Wanamassa, Hl; Cons United in North Bend, Oe; Comix & 
‘ oo | MMMM |B ce cae, cst; tis Dugan Clie, 1; Ducane Bookstore in Duncan, Tras; E+ C Bat in Alan, Ohi; 
70 ‘meri City Camics and Coleces in Seminole, Fa; Excalibur C's, CO's. & G's in Traian, Teas; Fandom's Comic World of 
fee i Rena, Nev; Fin House Toys & Comics in Orleans, Mas; Gulden Empire Bookstore in Bakersfield, Oi; Golden Uneam 

rr) ‘Comics in Hato, Pa; Bypsy Witch Comics in Stunt Ya; Heres and Dragos in Clumbi, S.C Heroes & Fanti in Sn ato- 


[XeMEM: EVOLUTION | 

‘MARVEL (2001-CURRENT) IMAGEWILDSTORM/HOMASE 
(2000-2001) 
14 miners 


2 ae 40 ‘a, Teas: Hot Comics Eastin St Paul, Minn; Hodmar Lid. in Martbra, Mas Independent Comics in Gaines, Fla; J & E Cards 
X-MEN ANO THE MICRONAUTS 4 Comics Lid in Battmore, Md; Key Comics in Scotsdal, Ai; Kim's Caletbe Comics in Seabrook, Md Unbeartin Ranchas 
14 coves 40 Pals Verdes, Cal; Locker Room in Eat verpool, Ohi; Ma's Cards in Veron, Conn; Mari's Backs & Things in Fredercabur, 


AMEN ARCHIVES \a; Mc Greets Comics in Dublin, Cal; New Age Comics in Chica, Cal; New Time Machine in radentwn, Fla; Night Fight lt 
. Sat Lake Cry, Ua; Nostalgia Zoe in Winneapos, Mian; 1,000,000 Comix of Maho in Bis, Mabe; Phos Comics in Roaoke, Va; 
Range Comics in ncanapoks, nd; Rhino Supreme Comics & Cars in Ridgefield Park, Rl; Rackably Comics in Bevery Has, 
(Colt: Rockton Canics in Colombia, Mo; Seventh Star Comics & Git in Florence, S:; Showcase Colecties in Mpharetta, 62; 
‘Spowcase Comics & Cards Seiden, MY; Sotiwest Comics in Del in, Texas; L) Colecties in Miford, Mass; Taurus Comics in 
ort Haren, Mich; The Caré Conseco in Clumbus, Oho; The Cabhouse in Encinitas, Cal; The Comic Shap in Oswego, KY. The 
‘Drawing card in North Piast NJ; The Gamer’ Den in Washington, Ma. The Main Event in Casa Grande, Ae; THT Comic 
Maret in Lanrence, Kan: Tin Bok Stars in Marhesd City, LC; Warren's Bookstore in Lecant, Fa; Wison's Comics & Cards 
in San Antonia, Texas; Wonder CD's + C's in Mantpeier, VL; Wonder Years in Alpharetta, Ga; Woodland Comics & Cards io 
Woodiand, Cat 


july 2002 @ [=-) 


ETL) wizard #130 


WIZARD'S GUIDE 
TO GRADED BOOKS 


“Thats what you get with comic books that are professionally graded by 

a third party. Take the Comics Guaranty Corporation (CGC), for exam- 
ple. They'll inspect your comic, assign the book a grade, seal it and encase it 
ina plastic protective holder. Books that have been graded by CGC sell for a pre- 
mium over ungraded books in the same condition because an impartial grade 
removes any doubt buyers or sellers may have about what they're trading, and 
folks are willing to pay for that reassurance. 

This checklist has prices for books that have seen a lot of market attention 
for the past 10 to 15 years, and are now selling as CGC-graded books at the 
9.4, 9.6 and 9.8 grades—for prices usually well above guide price. We've also 
listed the Wizard guide price for comparison. All series are volume one 
unless otherwise indicated. There are grades of 9.9 and 10—however, few 
books ever achieve such high status. Those that do can sell for many times 
the price of the same book with a 9.8 grade. Look for coverage on these hot 
sellers in our “’Net Gains” section every month. 


COLOR OF MONEY The strip atop every CGC-graded book is one of four colors. Yellow: 
“Signature Series" (A book with a CGC-certfed signature). Purple: “Restored” (The book has 
been altered after publication to make it appear in better shape than before). Green: 
“Qualified” (A book with a serious defect). Blue: “Universal” (everything else). 


KNOW THE CODE Every 

araded comic receives a unique 

bar code and corresponding y 

‘number. By scanning the code, PAPER CHASE To protect a 

CGC can retrieve from their ) comic's interior paper, CGC 

computers nates the graders ¢ inserts a piece of "icrochamber 

compiled on that comic. = A vaner" between the front cover 
and the first page and another 

between the last page and the 

back cover. It absorbs any 

contaminants left in the air or in 


PROTECTION The CGC : 
graders all wear gloves I ¥ SNUG AS A BUG After 
whenever handling the " | ARE racing, every comic is placed 
comis they inspect. } inside what's called “The 
. Well"-a plastic sleeve that’s 
sealed wit light heat. Isreal 
tight, but i's nt airtight 


QUALITY OF LIFE Sometimes a book rates 

8 oertain grade in all respects except for 2 fa 

significant defect, like a clipped coupon, which 

ccan bump a book down several notches even 

though the book may appear to be a much HARD CASE Finally, every sealed comic is 

higher grade. Then C&C will give it the higher === encased in a CGC protective holder made of hard, 

grade, but with a “Qualified” label and an clear plastic to further protect it against bending or 

explanation of the defect tearing. You can open it-but that'll crack the 
comers of the case, alerting potential buyers that 

the assigned grade may no longer be valid. 
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listings are as accurate as we can get ’em, but Wizard always 

recommends phoning ahead before you attend an event—show infor- 

mation sometimes changes after we go to press. With that in mind, it’s 
time for all you comic-hungry hordes to go conventioneering! 


EVERY WED. & EVERY SAT. 
CITY OF INDUSTRY 
FRANK & SON COLLECTIBLE WAREHOUSE, 
19649 E, San Jose Ave, Over 150 dealer 
tables @ $45 each, FREE admission, 
FREE parking, Wed 4pm-9:30pm & Sat 
10am-5pm. This show will feature a wide 
selection of comics, toys, action figures, 
Beanie Babies, Hot Wheels, non-sports 
cards, Star Wars, Star Trek, and much 
more, For info & directions call Frankie 
@ 909-444-7955 or 909-444-7956. Visit our 

Website @ www. fs-collectibles.com. 


JULY 21, 
LOS ANGELES 

LOS ANGELES COMIC BOOK & SCIENCE 
FICTION CONVENTION, Shrine Auditorium 
Expo Center, 700 West 32nd St. $5 
admission, 10am-5pm. THE LARGEST 
AND LONGEST-RUNNING MONTHLY 
CONVENTION ON THE WEST COAST! A 
dealers room full of golden and silver age 
and new comic books, toys, action figures, 
movie memorabilia, Star Wars and 
Star Trek toys, non-sports and sports 
trading cards, Beanie Babies, Pokémon 
Collectibles, Japanese animation merchan- 
dise and Hong Kong movie videos. Special 
guests featured every month. For 
more information contact Bruce Schwartz, 
2319-A West Olive Ave. Burbank, CA 91506 
or call 818-984-8432 or check Website 
at www.comicbookscifi.com. 


MAY 28, JUNE 25, JULY 23, 
FT. LAUDERDALE 
TUESDAY NIGHT COLLECTIBLE SHOW 
IS NOW at the HOLIDAY INN on 1711 
University Drive (between Sunrise Blvd & 
N. Marcano Blvd), $2 admission, FREE 
PARKING, 10am-5pm. Each person will 
be qualified for a door prize. Raffle 
every 30 minutes. FIRST 100 PAID 
ADMISSION WILL GET A FREE ULTIMATE 
SPIDER-MAN COMIC BOOK. Featuring 
Florida's Top Dealers this show will have 
LOTS OF COMIC BOOKS, Cards (sports & 
Non sports), Collectible Toys & More. 
For more information call (954) 419-9496 or 

e-mail CCCPROMOTIONS@aol.com. 


JULY 6, 

FT. LAUDERDALE 
SOUTH FLORIDA'S NEW PREMIERE 
COMIC BOOK, COLLECTIBLES, BEANIE 
BABIES, AND MEMORABILIA SHOW! 
Coral Ridge Mall, 3200 North Federal 
Highway (corner of Federal Highway and 
Oakland Park Blvd.) 8f. X 2 1/2 ft. skirted 
tables and chairs-$50 each, FREE 
admission, FREE parking, Show Hours: 10:00 
AM to 8:00 PM. Autograph guests at 
every show! Buy, Sell, Trade. This show 
features South Florida's largest selection 
of comic books, Star Wars, toys, action 
figures, Starting Lineups, Star Trek, 
cards, sports memorabilia, collectibles 
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and much, much more. For table 
reservations and information call: Ron 
Tannebaum at Extreme Promotions and 
Events, Inc. 954-916-3834 


JUNE 30, 
ATLANTA 

ATLANTA COMIC CONVENTION, BEST 
ONE DAY SHOW IN THE SOUTH! 
Marriott Hotel - Century Center (J-85 to Exit 
#01—Clairmont RD,) for DIRECTIONS ONLY 
call the Marriott 404-325-0000. Dealers 
Tables-SOLD OUT. $4.00 admission 
11:00am-8:00pm, $500.00 prize giveaway! 
65 tables with over 1 MILLION comics 
(Gold and Silver age, alternative, variants, 
etc), Toys, Statues, Videos (Anime and 
Hong Kong), Star Wars, Star Trek, 
Japanimation and Manga items, Dragonball, 
MORE!! Guest for the show: GEORGES 
JEANTY Artist of Marvel's hot new title 
WEAPON X, DEADPOOL, WOLVERINE 
#175, SUPERMAN, MORE!! Buzz Carter 
Anime artist, For more information call WES 
(404) 361-7682 


JUNE 30, AUGUST 4, 
BRIDGEVIEW 

COMICS AND MORE SHOW, Oremus 
Center (2 blocks west of Harlem Ave. at 
79th & Oketo). 8it tables @ $35 each, $2 
admission, Setup: 7:45am-9am, Open’ 
Qam-2pm. Toys, Comics, Pokémon, 
Diecast, Action Figures, Beanies, Starting 
Lineups, Non-Sport and Sports Cards 
Contact: John Leary @ (708) 423-1758. 


MARYLAND 


JUNE 23, 
TIMONIUM 

COMIC BOOK AND NON-SPORTS CARD 
SHOW, HOLIDAY INN TIMONIUM 2004 
GREENSPRING DR (EXIT 16A OFF 183) 
COME CELEBRATE CLANDESTINE 
COMICS 10TH ANNIVERSARY WITH 
SPECIALS AND DEALS THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY. 30 TABLES @ $40. SHOWTIME 
FROM 11-4. ADMISSION $1.00, 
CHILDREN UNDER 5 ARE FREE 
DEALERS WILL BE SELLING-TRADING- 
BUYING GOLDEN AGE COMICS TO 
THE PRESENT, NON-SPORTS CARDS, 
CCG, M:TG, STAR WARS, MAGAZINI 

ANIME, ACTION FIGURES, ORIGINAL 
ART AND MUCH MORE. FOR DEALER 
INFORMATION CALL FRED EDESON 
AT 410-569-8357 OR E-MAIL AT 
CLANDESTINECOMIC@HOTMAIL.COM 


AUGUST 10-11, 
NATICK 
TOTEMCON 2 in 2K2, 10,000 square 
feet at the Hampton Inn Boston-Natick. 
For hotel reservations call the Hampton 
Inn at 1-508-653-5000 and mention 
TOTEMCon. The only convention covering 


He-Man, G.l. Joe, Transformers, MASK. 
Voltron, and ThunderCats, as well as anime, 
Imanga, and comic books in the world 
We also feature console, PC, and CCG 
gaming arenas; and much more! Dealers 
je-mail us at dealers@totemcon.net. For 
tickets and the very latest, please visit our 
Website at www.totemcon.net! 


JUNE 23, AUGUST 25, 
SOUTH ATTLEBORO 
ISOUTH ATTLEBORO NON-SPORT 
ICARD, COMIC, TOY & COLLECTABLE 
SHOW, Knights of Columbus Hall, 304 
Highland Ave. (Rte. 123), take route 95 to 
lexit 3 or 3B, then Rte. 123W for 3 miles 
60 dealer tables @ $55 each, $3 admission, 
children under 16 FREE w/ adult (call 
for discount flyer), 10am-3pm. Hourly 
raffles. For more information contact 

Harry Martin @ 508-384-8491 


JUNE 9, 

CLIFTON 
CLIFTON COMIC BOOK EXPO, Community 
Recreation Center, 1232 Main Ave. 
(Rt, 46 to Piaget Ave. to Main. From NYC 
the bus stops at the door). 30, éft tables 
@ $45 each, FREE admission! 10am-4pm. 
INorthern NJ's longest-running show! 
Comics from GA to present! No-minimum 
bid auction @ 11:30. Trivia contest at 
1:30 for over $100 in comics| Great 
dealers! Great deals! Past guests 
Ihave included major writers and artists 
Call JP @ 973-783-0608 for updates or 
le-mail: pugprdctns@aol.com. 


JUNE 23, 
‘WAYNE 

WAYNE COMIC BO PO, Wayne 
Holiday Inn, Rt, 46 Service Rd. (Off 
Rt. 23 South near Willowbrook Mall) 
130, 8ft tables @ $60 each, $2 admission 
(kids under six and 2nd parent 
FREE!), Easy, FREE parking, 10am-4pm. 
IPUG BUCKS given out throughout the 
day as door prizes! Comics from GA 
to present at great prices! The East 
Coast's best and friendliest dealers 
without the NYC hassle! Two no-minimum 
Ibid auctions! For updates call JP @ 973-783- 
10608 or e-mail: pugprdctns@aol.com. 


JUNE 30, 
BORDENTOWN 
IBORDENTOWN ARMORY, Rt.206, 1/2 
Imile north of NJ Turnpike exit 7. 8 foot 
tables just $45. It's only 2 bucks to get in 
land easy to get to! 9:30-3:00. Comics 
gold to modern, non-sports, special 
guests, quality dealers, free comics, 
Inice prizes, tasty hot dogs, Magic tourneys 
|- No show gives you more. (609) 448-7585; 
EMCEE Conventions. P.O. Box 151 
Hightstown, NJ 08520; mchaud@comecast.net 


JULY 5-7, WILDWOOD 
COME ENJOY THE BEACH, BABES 
IAND A BIG SELECTION OF COMIC 
BOOKS, TOYS AND COLLECTIBLES 
types at one of 
shows in the universe! It's at the 
brand-new spanking clean Wildwood 
Convention Center, right on the boardwal 
fat Burk Ave., featurin: 
from the world of comics and 
5 d 0 Sat 

Conventions 
i@comcast.net. 


NEW YORK 


ONNE CRAIG and 
("Batman" TV Show) 
Creators including: John 
John Romiita Sr., Jae Lee, John 
Kevin Eastman, Mark Bagley, 
forales, Walt Simonson, Jim Aparo, 
Garey, Keith Giffen, Mark Texiera, 
Ken Kelly, Peter David, Dick Giordano, 
Kevin Maguire and more! DC Comics, 
Marvel, Wizard, Heavy Metal and many 
more publishers, Attendees will receive one 
FREE action figure courtesy of Heavy Metal 
(Limited to the first 6,000 attendees). For 
more info visit www. innervisioncomics.com. 
JULY 12-13, 
NEW YORK 

The BIG APPLE COMIC BOOK, ART & TOY 
SHOW NY's greatest comic book & toy 
convention! St, Paul Church Auditorium - 
Columbus (9th) Ave. & 60th St., NYC 
Adm, ONLY $6.00 each day! Fri: 12pm-8pm, 
Sat: 10am - 6pm, Buying, selling & trading 
Gold, Silver & Modern age comics, 
Toys, Action figures, non-sports cards, 
comic art, movie posters, videos, anime, 
TV/movie memorabilia and more. 
Special guests to be announced, For info 
call 201-865-3288 or visit our Website, 

www.bigapplecon.com. 


NOVEMBER 8-10, 
NEW YORK 

‘The 4th NATIONAL COMIC BOOK, ART, TOY 
& SCI-FI EXPO. NY's greatest comic 
book & toy convention! The Metropolitan 
Pavilion - 125 W, 18th St, NYC (btwn. 6th 
& 7th Ave.) Adm. $14 each day, through 
Ticketmaster.com $10 each day, Fri 
12p-8p, Sat. 10a-Zp and Sun. 10a-6p. 
Buying, selling & tradi 
Modern age comics, toys 
non-sports cards, comic art 
videos, anime, TV/movie m 
more. Special guests to be 2! 
For info call or visit our Website. 2! 
3288 or www.bigapplecon.com. 


JUNE 16, 
CLEVELAND 
SATURDAY'S CHILD COMIC CARD & 
NOSTALGIA SHOW, Holiday Inn-Richfield, 
41742 Brecksville Rd. (Rt 21) 180 (Ohio 
Turnpike) at Exit 11 or 177 at Exit 145. 46 6° 
dealer tables @ $55 each, $2 admission, 
children age 6 & under FREE. Hours: 11 AM 
to 4PM. Ohio's longest running show 
Hourly door prizes, FREE comics to first 
28 customers. Comics, non-sports 
cards, sci-fi books, movie memorabilia, 
& more. Join in the 22-year tradition. 
For more information or to reserve tables 
call Jeff Harper @ 330-499-6086 or e-mail: 

jeffharpro@aol.com 


additional $50, $2 admission, 10am-4pm. Comics 
Golden Age-present, nonsports cards, action 
figures, statues, anime & more! Over $500 in 
hourly door prizes, Questions call 757-467-2254 
or e-mailcomickings@comickings.com. 


JUNE 23, 
PORTLAND 

ORTLAND COMIC BOOK SHOW #59, 
¢ Quarter Complex In Exhibit Hall of 
Memorial Coliseum. 156 tables at $75.00 
each. $6.00 Admission. 10am to 5pm. 
Door prizes every 30 minutes starting 
at 11:30am, Dealers room with wide 
selection of comic books from 1940s to 
present, action figures, movie and TV 
memorabilia, non-sports cards. Dealer 
inguiries welcome. Guests include: BRIAN 
MICHAEL BENDIS: writer of Powers, Jinx, 
Ultimate Spider-Man, Ultimate Marvel 
Team-Up, Elektra, Daredevil, Alias and oth- 
ers; DAVID MACK: Kabuki creator/ 
writer/artist, Daredevil writer/artist, Alias 
cover artist; JOHN LUSTIG: Last Kiss 
creator/writer; MATT HALEY: The Power 
Company artist and The Order artist; 
ROB ALEXANDER: game card painter; 
RANDY EMBERLIN: Defenders #12 inker 
and Left Behind inker. Second Genesis, 
LTD. (803) 788-1031 or write to: 5532 SE 

Center Street, Portland, Oregon 97206. 


JULY 21, McLEANIVIENNA 
(WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA) 
CAPITAL ASSOCIATES MONTHLY COMIC, 
TOY & CCG SHOW, Tysons Corner West- 
park Hotel, 8401 Westpark Drive, McLean, 
VA. Directions: Take exit 47 (Route 7 West) 
off I-495, 1/2 mile, hotel is on right. (Direc- 
tions 703-734-2800), 80 vendor tables Ist 
table $85, 2nd table $80, 3rd + $75, $3 
admission, children under 5 FREE, 10am- 
4pm, FREE parking. Buy, Sell, Trade: CCG, 
Gold, Silver, & New Comics, independents, 
Horror, Sci-Fi, anime, DVDs, figures, toys, 
posters, T-shirts, original artwork, non-sports 
cards, etc. Guests: call. Jeff Rocen 703-912- 
1993, http://members.aol.com/comicshow, 

comicshow@aol.com 


JUNE 2, 

SEATTLE 
PUGET SOUND COMICON, Seattle Center 
Rainier Room- 101 Republican St, 60, 8ft tables 
@ 875 each. $4 Admission or $3 with canned 
food donations for NW Harvest 10am - Spm: 
Special Guests include: Todd Nauck (Artist: 
Young Justice), Randy Emberlin (Artisv/Iinker: 
Amazing Spider-Man) Comics: Golden Age, 
Silver & Present, Anime, Pulps, Manga, Art- 
work trading cards, Magic, action figures, toys, 
Star Wars collectibles, videos, movie memo- 
rabilia, and other collectibles, Free promotional 
items while supplies last, For information con- 
tact: Steve Miner @ 425-774-1781 or write P.O. 
Box 85853, Seattle, WA 98155 


PLACESTOGO 


am. 


JUNE 9, 
PHILADELPHIA 
PHILADELPHIA COMIC-CON, Holiday 
Inn, 10th St. & Packer Ave., exit 350 off 1-76 
or exit 19 off 1-98 (follow signs to Packer). 
From NJ, take Walt Whitman Bridge to 
second exit after toll plaza (exit 360). 48 
tables are 1/885 or 2/$125, 10am-4pm. 
Philadelphia's longest-running all-comic 
show is also the best value as you get in 
for only $3 ($2 when you mention WIZARD), 
plus FREE parking! Besides comics from 
the 1940s to this week, our dealers (from 6 
states) also will be selling, buying and 
trading non-sports cards, Japanimation 
videos, Mage Knight and other related 
collectibles. Great giveaways every 
hour including $100 in show cash given 
away throughout the day good for any 
merchandise at the show! Special quests 
to be announced, so visit your local 
comic shop for a flyer or call our hotline 
the weekend of the show for the latest 
update. Contact Derek W: 
Collectors Comics at 856-782-0817 


Budget Inn Exit 
Road. Dealer tables 


je Babies, T-shirts, Posters, 
ever. You'll find the newest 
id and Silver Age Comics. 
ZE DRAWINGS. For more 
how or tables, call Steve or 
212-9809 OR (865) 455-0896. 


MAY 19, 
NORFOLK 

HAMPTON ROADS COMIC AND NON-SPORTS 

CARD SHOW, Lake Wright Convention Center. 

Dominion Room, 6280 Northhampton Blva., take 

1-64 East or West to exit 282. Center is 1/4 mile 

up on the left. 30 dealer tables @ $60, each 


ATTENTION! 


Use Wizard’s magic to help advertise your 
comic book event or retail location, call 
Karen Evora @ 845-268-3907 before the 10th 
of each month, 2-3 months in advance of 
show date. No comic book pricing or 900#. 


OOK ie eta 


‘WIZARD'STICKSTO 3 fuc™ 
‘SPIDER-MAN’ DVD eee kp De et fie 


We're coming into your living room, fouling up your couch and telling you how it is! That's right, bi rates baie Ms Pye 
Wizard has officially been immortalized on the upcoming “Spider-Man” DVD. ..for better or for worse! BE characters! Plus, there's a brand-spankin’ new 
On a warm March day, a Columbia Home Video camera crew flew from glamorous Hollywood to HIE 177 that'll be sure to leave your sides spittin’ 
the slightly less rahe ‘suburban N.Y. headquarters of Wizard Entertainment. Their goal? To inter- with laughter! 
view Chairman Gareb Shamus and Wizard Editor Brian Cunningham about everything Spider-Man- 
fom tetas ote mvt Spidey sores ero ancioes ant te teat Ml Gtieate nung a ewerwomene 
cereal, they had a spin on everything! TOYFARE #6 
“Tm just glad they didn’t ask me to put on any Spandex,” laughed Cunningham after giving his inter- a #60 s 
view. “Dressing in tights forthe camera paid the rent in college, but those days are behind me now.” To celebrate their fith aniversary, TayFare explores 
Our fearless leader hada different spin. “Between this and ‘Blade’ it makes TWO DVD extras I'm ff the Biggest Toy Events of the past five years, 


int” exclaimed Shamus, “ Give me another 10 years and I'l have my own DVD of DVD extras! Actu- jg “unning down the biggest successes, the craziest 
ally...1 don't even know if my tuming points and the most sought-after toys! Also, 


mom would buy that.” Hasbro's Star Wars: Episode Il line gets put under 
Cunningham and Shamus will the microscope, and this month's double-sized TTT 

join Stan Lee, Marvel President Bill parodies Secret Warst 

Jemas, Marvel Editor-in-Chief On sale June 12 in comic shops 

Joe Quesada, artists John Romita On sale June 25 everywhere 


Sr. & Jr. and writer Jeph Loeb INQUEST #87 

among many others on the DVD, : It's our Mega Magic issue, with the most Magic 

due out the fourth quarter Coverage ever! We run down a full description of 

of 2002, every Magic card ever produced, as well as the 
“'m a little jealous of their A latest info on Magic: Judgment Plus, we serve up 

gigs,” said Wizard Editorial Direc- “a a Yu-Gi-Oh! specialty guide for fans of the anime 

tor Matthew Senreich. “But this about a young boy whose collectible card game 

way, |'m first in line when Time- comes to life! 

Warmer does the ‘Catwoman’ DVD On sale June 5 In comic shops 

QUIET ON THE SET! Wizard Chairman Gareb Shamus gets grilled 
extra, And from there? Astley eT oasis | On sale June 18 everywhere 


meth WR #131 


MARVEL’S GO-TO GUY 
Axel Alonso is one of the hotest eitors working in comics today-he's noted fo and 
ing the top creators inthe bi, he's helped spearhead the MAX line and he's resur- 
rected the Hulk. But what really makes Alonso tick? Find out here! 

WHAT IS ‘THE TRUTH’? 

We divulge all the info ona brand-new, top-secret mini-series project coming from 
Marvel called The Truth We can‘t tel you anything about it here, but sufie to say, 
i's being compared to Origin and will radically change everything you know about 
one of Marvel's biggest icons! 


100 BEST TPBs OF ALL TIME! 

Trade paperbacks continue to bum up shelves and cash registers at stores and cons 
around the country. And with convention season upon us, Wizard decided to 
run down the top 100 best trades...of all ime! Better clear out some space on 
the bookshelf! 


GETTING SKETCHY WITH TOP COW 
Get a gander at some exclusive, never-before-seen artwork from some of 
Top Cow's upcoming projects, including Michael Turner's latest works, Alex 


Ross’ Battle of the Planets, Marc Silvestri’s new bad girl and Dale Keown’s 
brand-new Darkness series! 
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WELCOME TO X-MEN EVOLUTION STATUES || CONTACT: 


TRANSFORMER BUSTS. kscen vor 
MISCELLANEOUS piace irate falee pation eee 


STUFF! Wizard Entertainment Advertsing 


‘Want more ess? Wizard has a million on Wells eles 
readers wit billion, $600 million in Buy One Now! jongers, 


tel: (845) 268-3907 x144 
spending power...GET YOUR PIECE OF ONLY AVAILABLE HERE fax: (848) 268-5386 


Be www.ComicStatues.com ff email: FullPage] @wizardworld.com 


WIZARD 
WORLD 


Log in and check 
us out at 


Oo 
va COMIC COLLECTORS 7 


Why pay retail or 
even wholesale prices? 
t Amazing deals in our free monthly auction 


catalog. Golden Age, Silver Age to the 
hottest modern comics on the market. Also 
a lange stock of action figures and non-sports 
‘cards! All comics awarded to the highest 
bidder. The catalog also consists of other 


Looking for back issues or new comics? collectibles i.e. non-sportscars,sportscards, 
Try TOP SHELF COMICS, ph: (207) 947-4939 tamps, coins, railroad etc 
~¥ Central St. Bangor, ME 04401 et Tots per 15,000, Over 10,000 
Visit our us ee catalog Perec canoe 
1-800-364-2948 x300 


SAdatadaAand a4 Add ddan www.JamesJReeves.com 


Control YOUR World! JAMES J. REEVES 
Online ordering for the serious ‘Must be 18 ys. old or have parental 
collector at worldcomics.com 

3107 NE 62nd Ave., Suite 13 

® Vancouver, WA 98661 

$ (360) 695.4689 


COSI PV SOFT C CTT 


CREATE YOUR OWN COMICS 
WITH BL NE ART 

F 5 coupon & 

BILL COLE ENTERPRISES, INC. 


P.O, Box 60, Dept. W130 
2368. 


: www,bcemylar.com 


Support ACTOR, the only charitable fund dedicated to 

helping yesterday's comic creators in need. For 
more information or to send donations: 

ACTOR i 

11301 Olympic Blvd., #587 & 

Los Angeles, CA 90064 a 

ACTORComicFund.org 


' 


STAR WWF WRESTLER 


WIZARD: So you're a big World Wrestling Federation star with “Tough 
Enough.” What’s the weirdest gimmick you’ve seen in the WWF? 

SNOW: Probably Avatar...the one that I did. The whole thing with me carrying the 
mask out with me, then putting it on, then performing and taking it off. People’d 
just go, “Duh...you're the same guy!” 

I don’t remember him. 
I just want to point out that [actor] Patrick Duffy is my hero... 

Non sequitur much? 

No, really...think about it. He went from being The Man from Atlantis, swimming 
with skin-tight pants on, to laying in bed with Victoria Princi 

laying in bed with Suzanne Somers...what kind of guy could do that if he wasn’t a 
hell ofa guy? 

You've sold me. 

Damn right you're sold. And Simon MacCorkindale—from that '80s TV 
show “Manimal”—the guy lasted five episodes and was supposed to 
tum into any kind of animal, right? But he only tumed into a panther a 
bird and a snake...big deal! 

Moving on, if you’re Al Snow, why don’t you throw snowballs? It 
could be a whole new gimmick. 

Well, it would hurt and I wouldn't be able to breed after that. 

Huh? 

[Chuckles] 

So, what's your worst injury been? 

‘There's a spot on my brain where I’ve got some neurological prob- 
lems...but I could go down the list. = 
Go to it, brother. fy 

Fingers and toes—they've all been either dislocated, 
broken or jammed. t've broken my right ankle. 
Thave torn ligaments in my left one; I've broken my left foot. 
Hairline crack between my right shin. Tore out my posterior 
cruciate ligament in '88. Broke loose the fibia from the tibia in 
my right leg. Pulled my groin—that was an ouchie... 

Okay that’s enough. 

Naw, I got more. Cracked my tailbone—that was fun. Dislo- 
cated my hip once—that was enjoyable. Let's see...I've got a 
little scoliosis of the spine. Numerous scar tissue in the mus- 
cles of my back. 

Got any bionics in there, like Steve Austin? 

Stone Cold? ace 

No, the Six Million Dollar Man: 

Oh, no then...but they are working on a penile implant for me. 
Never mind...who’s your favorite superhero? 

That's tough...but I love the way they write Batman so dark now. 
He's got a real psychosis to him. He's driven. 
Speaking of driven, I might try out for “Tough Enough II1”.,,think I got 
a shot? ween 
Sure, just as soon as Satan sends out that hockey team. 

Did you see this? [Does the circle game SigN b<iow waist 
[Looks at hand] Ah! Dammit, I didn’t know we were playing. ..take your shot. 
(Punches Snow in the arm] Ha! Ha! 

Grorrrrrrrr! I MIKE COTTON 


Viera icp ond ay © fret Coen. 
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\" IN AN ANCIENT RITUAL OF POWER AND PROTECTION, [Et 
SOMEONE'S BOUND TO GET HURT. 
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A STUNNING NEW 
HARDCOVER GRAPHIC NOVEL 


GREG 
RUCKA 


J.G. 

JONES 
WADE VON 
GRAWBADGER 


/| 


TIME 10 Dw 


™ 
The phenome E it Japan has arrived in America! Based on the hit TV show and trading 
card.game, these two n ideogames ificlude thousands of cards, dozens of opponents, millions of 
deck combinations - plus,you can import cards directly from the official trading card game. 
\ |) Are yoti strong enough to become the King of Games? 
€ = 


{4 ¥ 
= 
2a bid PlayStation 


86 KAZUKI TAKAHASHI Konami fsa tegsterevaderark of KONAMI CORPORATION. ‘© 2002 KONAMI CORPORATION & Kg 
fa loge av regiteed aemarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Ine. Nintendo, Game Boy. Garis Boy Golo and Te Oi 
'Bon  ataderars of heraracive Digtal Software Assocation Al ight reserved. : 


